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NEWSFRONT 


(> Geosynchronous 
Amateur Radio 


Satellite in Planning 
he weekend of 26-28 Oct 2007 has 
likely changed the face of Amateur 

Radio space operations. Two leaders 
in the Amateur Radio space program 
speaking at the AMSAT-North America 
Space Symposium in Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania announced that a first-ever 
geosynchronous Amateur Radio satellite 
is now in its initial planning. 

In satellite talk,. geosynchronous 
means stationary in the sky. From the 
standpoint of-a ground station user, it 
means always knowing where to point 
an antenna. There is no tracking and no 
guesswork. 
_ At the symposium, AMSAT Presi- 

dent Rick Hambly, W2GPS, and Vice- 
President of Engineering Bob McGwier, 
N4HY, announced that AMSAT was 
in consultation with Intelsat regarding 
an application of an Intelsat platform 
carrying Amateur Radio satellites into 
geosynchronous orbit. 

The Phase IV Lite Geosynchro- 
nous Payload is planned to consist of 
similar transponders already under 
development for the Phase 3 satellites. 
Accelerated development on the digital 
Advanced Communication Package is 
anticipated. The Intelsat geosynchro- 
nous platform would be able to provide 
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Amateur Radio news courtesy of the ARRL Letter and Newsline 


the AMSAT Phase IV Lite payload with 
approximately 400 Watts of DC power 
for 15 years. 

In addition to the on-orbit payload, 
AMSAT ' plans to develop an earth sta- 
tion attainable by the average Amatetr 
Radio operator so that users can imme- 
diately take advantage of the audio, 
digital messaging, and video services 
of the Phase IV bird. The Advanced 
Communication Package would be a 
self-contained earth station that could 


tion teams or delivered to disaster areas 
to provide for 24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a- 
week and 365-days a year emergency 
communications. These teams would be 
able to point a small dish at a predictable 
spot in the sky and immediately begin 
delivering disaster communication sup- 
port without depending on the vagaries 
of High Frequency propagation. 

In addition, Hambly and McGwier 
report that the Phase IV payload could 
also be used to provide a Tracking and 
Data Relay System Satellite-like relay 
of ARISS communications. The current 
10-minute school contact could now be 
expanded to hours-long contact with 
the International Space Station, which 
opens possibilities for extended student 
involvement with experiments aboard 
the space station. 

AMSAT says that engineering studies, 
funding studies, and other negotiations 


“Quality Through 
Technology” 


int i, 


aaron from ee 
136-174 MHz 440-470 MHz 


palaces Wailable from 
210-250 MHz 


be sent with Amateur Radio communica-. 


are continuing, so no specific date can nba Z 
set. However, McGwier reports that the | 
project is far enough along that AMSAT 


needs to begin planning engineering 


work and possible construction of such a 
geosynchronous payload so it is ready if 
Intelsat says they have a ride for it. 

— AMSAT, ARNewsline 


India’s Delfi-C3 
Launch Delayed 


he launch date of India’s Delfi-C3 

Amateur Radio satellite will now 
launch sometime between 07-19 Jan 
08. The new dates account for both the 
weather and the launch of a preceding 
space vehicle. 

Delfi-C3 will be launched into a 630 
km 90 degree sun-synchronous orbit — 
from the Indian launch site and will- 
carry a 70 cm to 2-meter linear transpon- 
der for SSB and CW. For approximately 
the first three months of the mission, 
the satellite will be in telemetry-only 
mode, after which it will be switched to 
transponder operation. 

— Southgate, ARNewsline 


New 6-Meter 
Beacon in Portugal 


j Beas regional Amateur Radio 
club has a new propagation beacon 
on 6 Meters. Using the call CSIRLA/B, 
the beacon is located near the city of 
Santiago: do Cacém, which is about 
92 Km South of Lisbon. It runs about 
2.5 Watts out into a 1/2 wave dipole 
antenna on 50.076 MHz. QSN reports 
go to Associagao de Radioamadores do 
Litoral Alentejano, Rua do Parque, n°10 
(Antigo Colégio de §. José), 7540-180 
Santiago do Cacém. 

— Portugal (DXNS), ARNewsline 


Motorola Buys 
Vertex Standard 


Morr Inc. announced 05 Nov 
2007 that they will pay $108 mil- 
lion to acquire 80 percent of Japan’s 
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burg, Illinois based Motorola said that 
‘Tokogiken, a closely held company con- 
trolled by the president and chief executive 
officer of Vertex, will acquire the other 20 
percent of Vertex. 

Motorola reported that it would affect 
the buyout through a tender offer, priced 
at 2,214 yen, or $19.38 a share of Vertex 
stock. The board of directors at Vertex 
approved the buyout terms. 

While Vertex Standard’s primary line of 
gear is commercial land mobile two-way 
radio, it is also one of the world’s leading 
suppliers of Amateur Radio gear. Its Yaesu 
line was one of the first imports to the 
United States in the 1970s and its popular- 
ity has remained high ever since. 

Motorola is no stranger to Amateur 
Radio products. During the height of the 
FM craze in the early 1980s, its Metrum 
2-meter transceiver was a highly sought- 
after piece of gear for mobile Amateur 


Radio operation and still holds a high . 


resale value.among collectors of Amateur 
Radio memorabilia. 
— ARNewsline 


2008 Eastern VHF/ 
UHF Conference — 
Call for Papers 


he 34th Annual Eastern VHF/UHF 
Conference sponsored by the North 
East Weak Signal Group will be held 
18-20 Apr 08 at the Crown Plaza Hotel 
in Enfield, Connecticut. As usual, there 
will be the traditional Swap’n Sell Flea 
Market specializing in VHF and Up items. 
If you are interested in presenting a talk 
or preparing a paper for inclusion in the 
conference proceedings, contact Bruce 
Wood, N2LIV, Conference Chairman, at 

n2liv@optonline.net 
— VHF Reflector, ARNewsline 


WAA4IOB Beacons 


Back 


he WA4IOB propagation beacons in 
grid square EM73 are back on the 
air. Look for them on 144.285, 222.055, 
and 432.352. All run between 1-1/2 and 
2 Watts. QSN reports go via e-mail to 

grb734@bellsouth.net 
— VHF Reflector, ARNewsline 
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appy New Year to all members 
of our WorldRadio family and 
especially to these lucky folks 


who are starting off the New Year with 
Lifetime Subscriptions: 


e Stephen W. Kercel, AA4AK 
Brunswick, ME 

¢ Joe Lahnstein, W4HUA 
Virginia Beach, VA 

¢ Monty Northrup, NSESE 
Lockhart, TX 

¢ Owen R. Wahlstrom, KD7IHK 
Bountiful, UT 

e Richard Wilkerson, WD6FDD 
Santee, CA 

¢ Robert T. Wheeler, K6SEM 
Novato, CA 


We apologize to Howard Burns, 
WI1HMB, for the error in his Lifetime 
Subscriber listing last month. We had his 
call sign listed correctly, but credited it 
to the wrong person. The listing should 
have read: 

Howard H. Burns, W1HMB 

Redmond, WA 

There has been serious damage done to 
the reputation of Amateur Radio; a license 
that was once proof of having a working 
knowledge of circuitry, antennas and 
propagation has been reduced to a multiple 
choice exercise that a child can pass after 
a few hours of memorizing key phrases. I 
will not even comment on the elimination 
of the Morse code requirement. 

That is all water under the bridge, 
what’s done is done, onward and upward 
and all that good stuff. Hams are pick- 
ing up the pieces and trying to carry on 
with dignity befitting their licenses. We 
are getting new licensees into the ranks, 
although the statistics have shown that the 
numbers expected by those responsible 
for the deterioration of our standards are 
not happening — many of the new people 
are not getting on HF and/or they are not 
sticking around. Who can blame them? 
They were promised exciting communica- 
tion opportunities and what they got was a 
call sign and a “now what?” look on their 
faces. Some have Elmers and will discover 
that with some studying and work, they 
can indeed have what this magical world 
of Amateur Radio has to offer. But, most 
of them are floundering and left to their 
own devices. 


ties to interact with a wide cross-sectionof _ 
people. They contact me with their ideas — 
and questions, which I appreciate and am _ 


happy to hear. However, I am very con- 
cerned. I see a trend that new licensees 
know they are missing out on something 
and they want to be involved, but they are 
sorely lacking guidance. 

For example, I got a phone call from a 
new licensee who wanted to start a new 
“operating event” similar to the child’s game 
where kids line up and whisper a message 
down the row. The idea is to see how the 
message has changed by the time it gets 
to the last child. This new licensee wanted 
to give a message to someone, intended to 
go around the world and then back to the 
originator, and the “fun” part would be to 
see how the message changed in the process. 
And you would have a list of all the people 
who passed on your message, giving you a 
list of “new friends” in the process. 

I asked, ““You mean, like traffic nets?” 
“What’s traffic? What’s a net?’ was the 
reply. | thought it was a practical joke, but 
the longer we chatted, the sadder I became. 
I suggested they get on the air and talk to 
people all over the world directly — that’s 
how Hams make new friends — and gave 
them info on traffic training nets. 


This is just one example, I have dozens _ 


more. The new licensees who don’t explore 
what is available or learn the traditions and 
the lingo are not going to be Hams, they 
will just be Federally Licensed Operators. 
Not Lids exactly, but folks who didn’t take 
the time to develop respect for what they’re 
getting into before trying to leave their mark. 
So, they end up discouraged with a license 
that gathers dust in a drawer. Local Elmers 
(mentors) are out there, New Licensees, but 
they don’t know where to find you. YOU 
have to take the first step to find them. Attend 
local club meetings (listings are in WR and 
on our web page). Be receptive. Amateur 
Radio really is magical. You need to earn 
the rewards, especially when the license was 
handed to you on a silver platter. 

— Please keep in touch, through 
http://www.wr6wr.com, e-mail me at 
nancy@tir.com, via editor@wr6wr. 
com, or at Nancy, WZ8C, P.O. Box 807, 
Hadley, MI 48440. Mail sent to WR HQ 
at 2120 28th St, Sacramento, CA 95818 
will be forwarded to me. a) 
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A Journey to FP and vo1 | 
or If It’s Wrong, It Must Be Right! 


Air St. Pierre 


John Holmes, W9ILY 


short three years ago, Bob, 
K9MDO; Bill, N2WB, and I 
(John, W9ILY) were having a 
ball on the island of Bonaire operat- 
ing as PJ4/ on a great low-pressure 
DXpedition. Since then, much time 
had passed, and we wanted to try it 
again. N2WB had other commitments, 
so K9MDO and I decided to try a two- 
person adventure... but to where? We 
were now at the absolute bottom of the 
sunspot cycle! After considering sev- 
eral Caribbean locations, we became 
focused on two small French islands 
off the south coast.of Newfoundland, 
St. Pierre et Miquelon (FP). As a 
separate DXCC entity, much interest 
was expected. 
Our planning for transportation 
to FP took many turns, as it would 
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FP/K9MDO Miquelon 


involve both air and ferry transport 
and possibly taxi or rental car. We 
decided to fly from Chicago to St. 
| John’s, Newfoundland (VO1-land), via 
Air Canada. We planned to spend the 
night there and take a morning flight 
to St. Pierre (on the “big” plane — 42 
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those distinguished amateurs 
licensed 25 years or longer. 
Request an application from: 


QCWA, Inc., Dept. WR 
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Framingham, MA 01705-3247 
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passengers) and connect to the “small” 
plane (eight passengers) to Miquelon. 
These two planes are the core of the 
airline, Air St. Pierre. We would stay at 
the very Ham-friendly (and only hotel) 
Maxotel for six nights. Then we would 
fly back to St. Pierre, overnight there, 
and continue onward to St. John’s. 
Oops ...WRONG! It didn’t quite work 
out that way! 

The planning was complete, the 
reservations were in place, and it was 
time to go! Upon landing in St. John’s, 
we were met by Ev Price, VOIDK, 
who took us to dinner at the Battery 
Hotel overlooking St. John’s harbor. 
I had a local specialty, cod tongues, 


that I enjoyed. Afterward, we went | 


back to our hotel through the winding 
streets of St. John’s to get some rest. 
Ev greeted us the next morning, and 
after a quick breakfast, we were off in 
the rain and heavy fog as he drove us 
to the airport. Amazingly, the flight 
to St. Pierre left on time and arrived 
there in a short 45 minutes. Jean- 
Pierre, FP5CJ, also known as J-P, met 
us with bad news. He informed us that 
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St. Pierre Harbor boating class 


the small plane to Miquelon had been 
cancelled due to maintenance and had 
not been operating all week! We had 
planned to be on that plane that after- 
noon. This required a serious revision 
to our plans. J-P assisted us in getting 


one of the only six taxis on St. Pierre - 


island to get downtown to the very nice 


Hotel Robert. J-P joined us for lunch ° 


and then suggested that we go to his 
father’s summer house where there 
were several antennas. He told us that 
he considered us to be “courageous” (a 
bit crazy) for coming to St. Pierre at the 
sunspot minimum. We took one of our 


Room 10 Maxotel Miquelon 


TS-570s and a laptop to the house, and 
we were on the air as FP/K9MDO and 
FP/W9ILY: While we were not on the 
island that we had planned, it was still 
FP-land! There were mild pileups that 
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FP/W9ILY Miquelon 


sharpened our appetite for the fabled 
Miquelon. This just may work out, and 
the propagation gods may smile on us 
yet. Another WRONG that had turned 
out RIGHT! 

After a pleasant night at the hotel, we 
took the big plane to Miquelon, as the 
small plane was still not operating. It 
was a quick 15-minute flight, and we 
were finally there! Christina Perrot, 
the hotel manager, arranged for our 
transportation to the hotel. It must be 
noted that the language here is almost 
exclusively French; and even though 
the island is in North America, this is 
still a part of France. It was too far to 
walk with our heavy cases, and there 
are NO taxis on Miquelon. Only five 
minutes passed before a construction 
truck, the size of a two-car garage, 
pulled up to the airport terminal. The 
workman got out and loaded our heavy 
cases onto the bed of his truck. He 


HamTestOnline 
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123 Wyman Rd., Abington, MA 02351 


motioned for us to get in the cab for a 
ride to our DXpedition location. 

We settled into Room #10, the clos- 
est one to the sea, and checked out the 
antenna supplies, coax, radials, etc., 
that had been stored at the hotel by pre- 
vious visiting Hams. Having antenna 
hardware already there saved a lot 
of excess baggage charges on Air St. 
Pierre, which we had been told could 
be very strict with their 25-kg limit. 
Paul (K9OT), who had been there on 
six previous occasions, provided us 


with a list of the gear that we shoul 
find when we arrived. Paul’s help i 
planning this trip proved to be v 
valuable. As previous Ham groups 
had used the equipment over the years, 
it took some time to get everything 
sorted out and a plan formulated ‘to. 
construct antennas with what was 
available. In addition to miscellaneous 
antenna pieces, a “Big SteppIR” verti- 
cal was also available. We decided to 
construct a 40' mast and use an Alpha- 
Delta monoband antenna that was on ~ 
hand. We-had been told that it was not 
a really good antenna, but we found 
out differently. As it was constantly 
windy (30-35 mph), raising a 40' 
steel mast was an adventure in itself. 
The guy ropes had to be tied to large 
boulders! Bob attached his MFJ 259B 
analyzer and found good resonance on 
40 Meters. But we needed an 80-meter 
antenna as well! Bob then measured 32' 
wires to attach to the ends to lengthen 
the antenna, and resonance was found . 
on 80, 30, and 17. Wire nuts attached 
the additional wires; so if we wanted 


t 


. to change bands from 80 to 40, we 


had to drop the ends and remove the 
wire nuts. Not hard, but time consum- 
ing, particularly in the dark. Another 
WRONG that turned out RIGHT. 
Then we constructed a full-size, half- 
wave dipole for 160 Meters supported 
on a 37' mast. This antenna also had 


Amateur Radio Call Signs — 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call sign 
system as of 02 November 2007. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PRS000 
#206-S dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 
Fairfield Road., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245; toll free 888/2255322, or see the website: http://wireless.fec.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 
0 KD@BXS 
l Ay KBIPQD 
2 KC2SKF 
3 KB3PZT 
4 KJ4AHS 
5 KESRGS 
6 KI6MTU 
7 KE7POB 
8 KD8HEN 
9 KCOMKF 
N. Marianas KHOTF 
Guan NH2FW 
Hawaii WH7IT 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL2HZ 
Virgin Islands NP20J 
Puerto Rico WP4NVV 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


eS 


Group B/ Group A/ 

General Extra ; 
+h AC@JQ : 
++ ABIHV 
mF AAB2XV 
++ AB3GL 
ona AJ4CY 
++ : AESEW 
+H AF6FG 
++ AD7QM 
++ AB8ZW 
++ AB9PT 
++ ++ ‘ 
+ AH2DS . 
++ AH6SP 
+4 ’ AH8Y 
++ AL2Z 
++ KP2CU 
++ ++ 
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Very Important Notice! 


If you received this copy of WorldRadio and you're not a regular 
subscriber, this was your free sample copy. We sent it to you so you 
could see all the news, features and columns in WorldRadio. 

You are cordially invited to join in with all the other active Amateur 
Radio operators by subscribing. 


Orders (in U.S. Funds), or you can charge your subscription. 


Sacramento, CA 95818 
(916) 457-3655 

Fax: (916) 457-7339 
editor@wr6wr.com 
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BATTERIES AMERICA 


Jan ‘08 Sale pn 800-308-4805. .. ONLINE 
www.bdatteriesamerica.com 


For Yaesu-Vertex F1T-60R: VX-110. 120, 150, 170,177, 480, 210, etc 
FNB-83xh wwwx 7.2v 2500mAh $44.95 


For Vertex Standard VX-1R > ¢ with PCS designed for the VR-AR } 


FNB-52Li wsonsstey 3.7v  750mAh $28.95. 
For Vertex Standard VX-2R, VX-3R = gui custom-designed PCB) 
FNB-82Li Litonnatey 3.7¥ 1070mAh $28.95 
For Yaesu-Vertex VX-5R/s, VX-6R, VX-7RID, VX-7RD, VXA-700- 
FNB-80Li von cate, 7.4v 100mAn $42.95 
For YAESU-Vertex FT-817 (Backpacker Radio} : 
FNB-72xx nimi ratey 9.6¥ 2700mAh $59.95 
For YAESU FT-50R, ET-40R, FT-10R; VXA-100 etc: fw /delt clip) 
FNB-41xs swrimntor 9.64 1450mAh $54.95 
For YAESU FT-11R, FT- 41R, FT-SIR, ete. 
| FNB-38xh swnivinon 9.6V 1450mAh $49.95 
for YAESU FI-530, FT-76, FT-26; FT-416, 415, 816, exc: 
FNB-25x niminatey 7.2V°1100mAh $29.85 
FBA-12 6-cell AA Battery Case $22.95 | 
FBA-12h %0-cell AA Battery Caseisw) $28.95 
For YAESU FT-417, FT-470, FT-73R, FT-33R, FT-23R etc: | 
FNB-10h wicasetoy 7.2¥ 1100mAh $25.95 | 
FBA-17 §&-cell AA Battery Case $79.95 
For ICOM IC- T90A/E; IC-T91A, IC-T91AD (0-star}, etc: 3 
' BP-217 swuson cattery 7.4V 100mAhH $42.95 | 
$ EMS-217 vesk Rapid-Smart Charger for BP-217 $4395 
E For ICOM IC-V8, V82, U82, F3, F4GS/GT, F30,40GS/GT ete: i 
| BP-210N owenimuoa, 7.20 2000mAhH $39.95 | 
CBE-210N Battery Eliminator (12v movie usey $24.85 | 
; For ICOM IC-P7, 1C-P7A (New compact dual band HT): E 
| BP-243 iswritonnar. 3.7V_ 1800mAh $28.95 | 
P For \COM IC-T8A, IC- T8A-HP, IC-T81A, IC-A23, IC-A5 
‘BP-200XL swnimn oat. 9.6V 1450mAh $59.95 | 
| BP-197h 6-cell AA Battery case (Hi-w $29.95 | 
- For ICOM IC , T7A, T7H, Z1A, T22A, T42A, W31A : | 
BP-173xX swnimn dattey9.6v 1450mAh $55.95 


' BP-170L &-cell AA Battery case ov) $28.95 | 
F For (COM IC-2SAT, IC-W2A, 24AT, 2SRA, 3SAT, 4SRA, Ri etc: | 


| BP-83h nica:repiepes7.2V 1100mAh $29.95 | 
BP-83xh wimuvsttey 7.2V 2100mAh $39.95 


4 For \COM IC-2AT, O2AT, 2GAT, etc & Radio Shack HTX-202 / 404 : E 
BP-8h swwico-toricom 8.4v 1400mAh $35.95 } 

§ BP-202h nimu-—rasiosn7.2V 1800mAh $32.95 | 
| 1C-8 &-cell AA battery case wi cnarge san $24.95 | 
H-F6A, TH-F6E, TH-F7 Tri-Band HTs: E 

: PB-42L Li-tOM battery 7.4V 1800mAh $42.95 i 
§ PB-42XL Lion datiey 7.4V 3600mAh $59.95 | 
i EMS-42K besktop Rapid Charger for PB-42un. 349.95 
: For KENWOOD TH-G71/K, TH-D7A/G (pb-39h inciuctes Belt Clip) 4 
| PB-39h swnimyon 9.6v 1450mAh $54.95 | 


' | BT-11h 6-cell AA Battery Case tiw $24.95 | 
| For KENWOOD TH-79A/AKSS, TH. 42A, TH-22A etc : : 


| PB-34xh swam tatery 9.6V 1200mAh $39.95 | 


E For KENWOOD TH-78/A/E, TH-48/A, TH-28/A, TH-27/A etc : ; 
S-cell AA Battery Case $14.96 | 
| PB-13X shornims pat. 7.2V 1500mAh $34.95 | 


For KENWOOD TH-77A, 75, 55, 46, 45, 26, 25 etc : 


| PB-6x toro um wariosion? 20 1600mAh $34.95 | 


E For KENWOOD TH-205/A, 215/A, 225, 315 etc : 


 PB-2R onsite non 8.4V 1600mMAh $39.95 | 


E For KENWOOD TR-2500, TR-2600: (Wall charger $ 12.95 ea} 


| PB-250 tooo xewsnioan 8.4V 1600mAn $39.95 | 


: 


50mA 
| Por ALINCO DJ-580, 5807, $82, 180, 2807, 480 cfc: 


A Battery Case $22.95 
| EDH-11h 9-cell Aa Battery Case swtx) $28.95 


The ¥-1000 Digital SMART Charger 
L_$17.98 
2 . or 
Ni-MH or Ni-Cd celts, w/Auto Shut-off! 
(2) Comes with AC power supply AND 12VDC 
power card for home & mobile operation! 
(3) Provides safe, quick 2-3 hour charge! 
(4) Easy-to-read LED charge status indicators. 


OmAh cells — SALE $3.50 ea. 
r Fax wi MC, VISA, DISC. or AMEX 
Fax Us for or FREE CATALOG 
- 8845 S. Greenview #2, Middleton, WI 53562 


Order Toll Free: 7-800-308-4805 — 
Fax: 608-831-1082 E-mail ehyost@chorus.net 


Table 1 


to be guyed using boulders, a picnic 
table, and anything handy. What luck! 
The analyzer showed an SWR of 1:1 
on 1.831MHz. As a bonus, it was also 
resonant on 30 Meters and was useable 
on 80 and 20. Finally, we erected the 
SteppIR vertical using strong guys and 
connected a radial field over the rocky 
beach. This was our final step, and we 
were ready with our two Kenwood TS- 
570DGs and three laptops (one was a 
spare for RTTY). 

We were on the air! It was interest- 
ing to note the elapsed time between 
the first QSO on a new frequency and 
the beginning of a pileup. It seemed to 
occur within two minutes due to packet 


“cluster spotting, and “instant pileups” 


were the norm. We found that band 
conditions during the daytime were 
rather poor as the sunspot number 
was zero during the whole trip. Our 


CXP1318FC. for 2 meters & 70cm 


CXP1318FN for 70cm Sup 


ae 


_ and stocked lengths 


www.hamradio.com 


50 Ohm Coax Cable Assemblies 


manufactured by Cable X-Perts, Inc. www.cablexperts.com 


Contact these fine dealers for prices 


Grou 
BRAIDED ROUND STRAP For G re 


BES 
www.aesham.com 


concentration on SSB (FP/K9MDO) 
and CW/RTTY (FP/W9ILY) was in 
the afternoon and evening. Late in the 
evening, 160 was open to both EU and 
the USA with 198 CW and four SSB 
contacts logged. On 75 Meters, it was 
a first for Bob, who found himself with 
an SSB European pileup. When the 
bands deteriorated due to noise and 
aurora flutter, we quit for the night and 
started again in the morning. 

After five days of operation, it was 
finally time to pack up. Our QSOs 
totaled 2,705, and the distribution is 
shown (refer to Table 1). QSL to FP/ 
K9MDO via WONJB, direct or via 
the ARRL QSL bureau; QSL FP/ | 
W9ILY direct, via the ARRL Burea 
or LoI'W. . 

Antenna disassembly was much 
more rapid than assembly. We packed 
all except the Alpha-Delta 80/40 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 

Burial: Yes, UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 2 (100% bonded foil+95%TC Braid) V/P 84% 
Attenuation @ 100f: SOMHz 1.1, 1SOMHz 1.9, 450MHz 3.3 
Recommended frequencies: 50-450MHz. 


Connector: "N® Male both ends. 

Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields; 2 (100% bonded foil+95%TC Braid) V/P 84% 
Attenuation @ 100f: 150MHz 1.1, 450MHz 3.3 
Recommended frequencies: 150MHz & higher. 


Connector; PL259 both ends, 

Burial: Yes. UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 1 (97%8C Braid) V/P 66% 

Attenuation @ 100ft: 10MHz 0.62, 30MHz 1.2 
Recommended frequencies: 1-GOMHz(High Power). 


Burial: No, UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 1 (96%BC Braid) V/P 78% 

Attenuation @ 100f: 10MHz 0.51, 30MHz 0.9, SOMHz 1.2 
Recommended frequencies: 1-SOMHz. 


Connector: PL259 both ends. 

Burial: No. UV Resistant: Yes. 

Shields: 1 (95%BC Braid) V/P 78% 
Attenuation @ 100ft: 10MHz 0.98, 30MHz 2.0 
Recommended frequencies: 1-30MHz. 


BRAIDED GROUND STRAP 


SILOS! oo ccrivecscccees 12" sonsessOF csasercorsrnneene 1 Wide, 
LENGTHS: occ Ty cS Ft, oS OF... TOR 
Ring terminals both ends. 

HB (1/2 WIG), crnrersverensnectereni® (1° wide), 
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Bob, K9MDO, and Jean Pierre, 
FP5CJ 


combo and left that until the morn- 
ing of departure. We had decided to 
take the morning ferry to St. Pierre 
rather than the small plane, and the 
one-hour ride was great on a glassy, 
smooth sea. 

It should be pointed out that the 
friendliness and hospitality shown to 
us by the residents of Miquelon was 
outstanding. The language barrier 
was overcome by gestures and facial 
expressions that the local people some- 
how understood. It was heartwarm- 
ing to us to have a complete stranger 
usher us to his auto and escort us to 
the grocery store. This was followed 
by another taking us and our heavy 
purchases back to the hotel, which was 
about a 3/4-mile return trip. This island 
in the North Atlantic may not have the 
warm weather and white sand beaches 
of its counterparts in the Caribbean, 
but the warmth comes from the hearts 
and smiles of its people. 

Upon our return to St. Pierre, we 
went to the Hotel Robert again where 
we arranged for an island tour by our 
friendly cab driver, Bernard. The tour 
lasted a little over an hour and pretty 
much covered all to be seen on this 
island that has a population of 6,000. 
Later in the evening, Jean-Pierre 
stopped by, and we shared some beer 
to celebrate our successful adventure. 
After bidding adieu to J-P, it was time 


to turn in. The mattresses were firm, . 


the sleep was restful, and our depar- 
ture for St. John’s was scheduled for 
the next morning. Little did we know 
what a great reception was awaiting us 
in St. John’s. 

We were again met by the smiling 
face of Ev, VOIDK, who had arranged 
his schedule so that he could be our 
personal tour guide and chauffeur for 
the next three days. Thanks to Ev, we 


John and Bob, VOIAA 


visited many of the tourist sights in 
eastern Newfoundland, including the 
lighthouses and WWII gun emplace- 
ments at Cape Spear; two: historic 
trans-Atlantic cable stations (The 
major one was located in the town 
of Heart’s Content), where the cables 
from Europe first entered North Amer- 
ica; and the historic Signal Hill, where 
the first trans-Atlantic radio reception 
was accomplished by Marconi! We 
were invited to operate VOIAA, the 
station located in historic Cabot Tower 
on Signal Hill that is maintained by 
the Society of Newfoundland Radio 
Amateurs (SONRA). We. were also 
able to operate VOIBZM, located in 
Admiralty House, a former British 
Naval Station that is now a museum. In 


. addition, we were called upon to make 


a presentation of our FP adventure to 
the first fall meeting of SONRA, which 
we gladly did. Our digital pictures 
really came in handy. What a great 
group of guys! ; 

After a breakfast get-together with 
many of the locals, it was time to head 
back to Chicago. Many happy memo- 
ries of persons and places will always 
be with us, particularly the outstanding 
hospitality of our St. John’s host, Ev, 
VOIDK. This was truly the cherry on 
top of our trip. 

Many of the guys asked, “Where to 
next?” We have some ideas! Wherever 
it is, there will be lots of fun and QSOs 
for sure. 4 es See you in the ‘ape 


NY 


| Mobile Mounts 9 2 


hand hams 


_ Ham Radio for people with disabilities since 1967 


¢ License manuals and books on tape 


COURAGE HANDI-HAM SYSTEM 
763-520-0511 hamradio@courage.org Stee ag 


8915 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, MN 55422 


ug 


B, 4421 West 87th St. 
Hometown, IL 60456 
Phone: 708-423-0605 
Cell: 708-337-8172 


a Risen iD. Ted 


CW Keyers & Paddles * Voice Keyers 


Contest Card - PC voice keyer and CW interface 
card ¢ XT-4 - small, battery powered CW memory 
keyer * Iambic keys, Paddle Pads & more! 


The BEST in 


Download catalog at 
www.w9iix.com 


www.qth.com/w9xt 


U M Unified 
Microsystems 


Unified Microsystems 
P.O. Box 133 R 
Slinger, WI 53086 


J-ames Pole Antennas 


wwwjamespole.com 


James & Joyce Pike 
760.780.6484 
kb6whtI @ juno.com ~ kb6bld @juno.com 


THE TUNER 
XMATCH® Antenna Tuners 


For info send $3 to: 7001 Briscoe Ln. ® Louisville, KY 40228 
HIGH POWER & HIGH EFFICIENCY 


Patented & Custom Built by Paul, NAXM 
Vacuum Variable Models Available 
See http://n4xm.myiglou.com 


EXALINCO. 


giectron, 
"For all your radio, Radios 


ov ey 
dB) cable & accessory needs" 
% © 


ame WWW. dbjre.com 


daBj Radio & Electronics, LLC 
404 Edwards Place 
Jamestown, NC 27282 


336-430-9087 
secure credit card transaction 


QSL Kit at-home Printing * QSL Cardboxes * DXCC, 
States Index Dividers » Contest Keyboard Overlays * DX 
Return Envelopes * Vinyl QSL Wall Holders « Laminated 

World Projection Maps * CALLSIGN BADGES « License 
Frames * Hats * Mugs * HAMSIGNS * AND MORE! 


HamStuff by W7NN 


www.HamStuff.com 
10624 Zephyr Lane SW * Olympia, WA 98512 


Visit us on the web at: Www. wr6wr.com 
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MFJ Sound Card-to-Rig Interface — 
Use sound card and rig for all digital modes! 


Plug and Play -- includes software, all cables, AC power supply ... RFI- 
proof... Isolation transformers -- no hum, noise, distortion... Operate _ 
PSK-31, packet, APRS, AMTOR, RTTY, SSTV, CW, Meteor Scatter, others... 
Use as Voice Keyer, CW Contest Memory Keyer ... Monitor On/Off Switch, . . 


Plug this new MFJ-1275/M/T sound card inter- MFJ1275/M/T 


face between your transceiver'‘and computer and $ 95 
enjoy operating all digital modes. A 
Everything you need is included -- software, audio 


cables, RS-232 serial cable and AC power supply. 

Provides fully automatic operation with audio and 
push-to-talk control. It matches sound card audio, elimi- 
nates ground loops and provides microphone override. | 

Models available for all transceivers with 8-pin 
round, 8-pin modular (RJ-45) or 4-pin round micro- 
phone plugs. 

Operate PSK-31, packet, APRS, AMTOR, RTTY, SSTV, 
CW, high speed CW Meteor Scatter and many others. Also’ ¢ 
use as Contest Voice Keyer and CW Contest Memory Keyer. , 

Digital Modes or Normal Operation = 

Select the ON digital mode -- all connections are made 
between your rig and computer for instant digital operation. 

Select BYPASS normal mode -- your transceiver and com- 
puter connections are restored for their normal operation. 

Audio Isolation Transformers 
Audio isolation transformers and relay eliminate ground 


Sound Cq 
rd Radio In 
a MONTTOg, ae 


ea RADIO wy 
To FROM 
OT = AUDIO 

SPRR OUT 


~fe Iii. 


loops, audio hum, noise and distortion. 
RFI-Proof 

Extensive RF suppression and line iso- 

lation eliminates RF feedback problems. 
Automatic Microphone Override 

Transmit mic audio at any time by 
pressing PTT to override digital modes -- 
great for SSTV and Contest Voice Keyer. 

More Impressive Features 

Serial port -- lets computer control radio 
to override/interrupt digital transmissions. 

VOX Control -- lets you use VOX 
control when not using computer serial 

- port control. 

Level Controls -- for transmitter drive 
and for receiver-to-sound card drive level. 
No need to adjust microphone gain or 
sound card level when you change modes. 

Stereo or Mono Audio Input -- A front 
panel switch selects left, right, or both 


New! Super Soun 


MFJ-1279/M/T This super 
$4 39° sound card inter- 
face has all of the 
features of the MFJ-1275 plus... 
¢ Auxiliary Input Jack: Lets you switch 
your sound card from MFJ-1279 so you 
can use your sound card for something 
else. No more plugging/unplugging! 
* Direct CW/FSK Keying Jack: Allows 
direct CW or FSK keying operation. 
* Headphone Jack: Use your stereo head- 
phones so you won’t disturb your XYL 
(also turns off external speaker). 


xo 


$5995 


sound card audio output channels to 
accommodate various programs. 

Off-the-air recording -- for replaying 
or for use with spectrum analyzer programs. 

Monitor on/off switch lets you have a 
normal QSO and receive SSTV pictures at 
the same time in the “monitor on” posi- 
tion. This is great for modes like SSTV and 
Voice Keyer operation that may require lis- 
tening to receive audio during operation. 

Rugged Construction -- All aluminum 
cabinet and surface-mount construction 
gives you years of trouble-free service. 

Use any Transceiver 

Internal jumpers program microphone 
wiring for any brand or model radio -- no 
soldering required. Order MFJ-1275 for 8- 
pin round mic plug. Order MFJ-1275M for 
8-pin modular mic (RJ45) plug. 


d Card Interface 


* Footswitch: Use footswitch or other for 
PTT (push-to-talk) when not using VOX. , 
Plug and Play! Includes software CD, 
RS-232 and audio cables, AC power supply. 
Order MFJ-1279 for 8-pin round mic, 
MFJ-1279M for 8-pin modular (RJ-45) 
mic, MFJ-1279T for 4-pin round mic. 
Add “X” suffix for 220VAC. 


Basic Digital Interface 


Plug and Play! 
Has sound card, 


32 jacks. Includes: 
software CD and 
MFJ-1273B cables. No external power 
needed. Has no mic jack or 
mic switch. Order MFJ- 
1273B for 8 pin round mic, MFJ- 
1273BM for 8-pin modular (RJ-45) 
mic, MFJ-1273BT for 4-pin round mic. 


Mage in USA 


NEW! Order MFJ-1275T, for 4-pin 
round mic plug, for Ten-Tec and others. 
Plug and Play! 

Everything you need is included --audio 
and RS-232 cables, AC power supply and a 
CD with a collection of the most popular 
amateur radio software to operate PSK-31, 
RTTY, SSTV, PACKET, AMTOR, CW, 
HSCW Meteor Scatter, Cohtest Voice Keying 
and other modes. Use 12 VDC or 110 VAC. 

No Matter What™ Warranty 

Protected by MFJ’s famous No Matter 
What™ one year limited warranty. MFJ will 
repair or replace (at our option) your MFJ- 
1275/M/T no matter what for one full year. 

Try it for 30 Days 
Order from MFJ and try it -- no obliga- 

tion. If not delighted, return it within 30 
days for refund less shipping. 


DSP Sound Card Programs 
MF J-1296, $129.95. RadioComé4 inte- 
grates PSK31, SSTV, FAX/Sat FAX, RTTY, 
SITOR, DSP audio filters and radio control. 
MEFJ-1298, $199.95. RadioComS -- all 

features of RadioCom4 plus DSP Audio 
Filter analyzer, Spectrum Analyzer, Dual 
Scope Display, Sound Recorder, Time and 
Frequency Management, Frequency Analyzer, 
3D Scanner, Satellite tracking, Rig Control 
for over 80 radios, more! Free demo at: 
www. mfjenterprises.com/freedemo.php 


Free MFJ Catalog 
and Nearest Dealer... 800-647-1 800 


http://www.mfjenterprises.com 


RS-232, audio, mic * | Year No Matter What™ warranty + 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


RAE! MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


FAX:(662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 


Prices and specifications subject to change. (c) 2006 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 


MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 


MFJ ... the world leader in ham radio accessories! 


"The , MFJ-974HB i is a fully balanced 
true balanced line antenna tuner. It 
gives you superb current balance. 

': Johnson Matchbox 

For decades, the Johnson Matchbox has 
been the standard of comparison for bal- 
anced line antenna tuners. But, it had a 
severely limited matching range and cov- 
ered only 80, 40, 20, 15 and 10 Meters. 

The MF J-974HB is its successor. It 
_ meets today's needs and even surpasses the 
_ Johnson Matchbox outstanding performance. 

Everything You Need 

The MFJ-974HB gives you excellent 
current balance, very wide matching 
range(12-2000 Ohms) and covers 1.8 
through 54 MHz continuously including all 
WARC bands, 160 Meters, 6 Meters and 
the new 60 Meter band. Handles 300 Watts 
SSB PEP and 150 Watts CW. 

Tuning is fast and easy - - just three tun- 
ing controls. You can adjust for highly 
efficient broadband low-Q operation or use 
higher Q when you encounter extreme loads. 

A large three-inch lighted Cross-Needle 
SWR/Wattmeter lets you read SWR, peak 
or average forward and reflected power all 
at a glance on 300/60 or 30/6 Watt ranges. 

A ground post is provided to ground one 
output terminal so you can also tune ran- 
dom wires and coax fed antennas. 

Compact 7’2Wx6Hx8D in. fits anywhere. 


MFJ High Current DC Multi-Outlet Strips 


Choose super versatile 5-way binding posts AND/OR Anderson PowerPole” connectors 
All PowerPoles” 


Provide multiple high current DC out- 
lets for transceivers and accessories from . 
your main 12 VDC power supply — keeps 
you neat, organized and safe. Prevents fire 
hazard. Keeps wires from tangling up and 
shorting. Outlets are fused and RF bypassed. 

\All MFJ DC power strips have built-in 
six foot, eight gauge, flexible color-coded 
cable with ring tongue terminals -- no extra 
cost. RF-tight aluminum cabinet has mount- 
ing ears and ground post with wing nut. 

Choose MFJ’s super versatile super 
heavy duty 5-way binding posts (spaced 
for standard dual banana plugs) and/or 
Anderson PowerPole® outlets. 

Each Anderson PowerPole® is indi- 
vidually fused as needed. Standard color 
coded automobile fuses plug in externally. 
Extra PowerPole® connectors, contacts, 
fuses are included at no extra cost. 


Versatile 5-Way Binding Posts 


MFJ-1118 Power two HF and/or 
$8425 VHF rigs and. six accessories 
from your main 12 VDC sup- 
ply. Built-in 0-25 VDC voltmeter. Two 
pairs 35 amp 5-way binding posts, fused 
and RF bypassed for transceivers. Six pairs 
RF bypassed binding posts with master fuse, 
ON/OFF switch, and “ON” LED provide 
15 Amps for accessories: 12!/2x2%/sx2'/2 in. 
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MPU Balanced Balasce 
Line Taner 


Tunes any Balanced Line 
The MFJ-974HB tunes any balanced 


’ lines including 600 Ohm open wire line, 


450/300 Ohm ladder lines, 300/72 Ohm. 


_ twin lead - - shielded or unshielded. 


Superb current balance minimizes feed- 
line radiation that can cause troublesome TVI 
/RFI, painful RF bites, mysterious RF feed- 
back problems and radiation pattern distortion. 

Excellent Balance, Excellent Design 

The MFJ-974HB is a fully balanced 
wide range T-Network. Four 1000 Volt air 
variable capacitors are gear driven. A high- 
Q air wound tapped inductor is used for 80- 
10 Meters with separate inductors for 6 and 
160 Meters. The tuning components are mounted 
symmetrically to insure electrical balance. 


MFJ-1128 12 outlets, each fused, 40 
rent outlets for transceivers. 
Nine switched outlets for accessories. Mix 
and match in-cluded fuses as needed (one- 
40A, one-25A, four-10A, four-SA, three-1 A 
fuses installed). Built-in 0-25 VDC Voltmeter. 
Includes extra 12 pairs of PowerPole® con- 
tacts and extra 10 fuses (2 each: 1, 5, 10, 25, 
40A) -- no extra cost. |2Wx 2D i in. 


MFJ-1126 8 outlets. cae fused, 40 
Seq Amps total. Factory 
installed fuses: two 1A, three, 

5A, two 10A, one 25A, one 40A, Built-in 
0-25 VDC Voltmeter. Includes extra 6 
pairs of Anderson PowerPole® contacts 
and extra 5 fuses (1, 5, 10, 25, 40A) -- no 
extra cost. OWx1'/HX2 */4 inches. 


Free MFJ Catalo 


& Nearest Dealer... 800-647-1800 
http://www. mf enterprises. com 


F J Balanced Line Anten na Tuner 
perb balance... Very wide matching range... Covers 1.8-54 MHz... 


‘oss-Needle SWR Wattmeter... Handi 300 Watts... Compact size... 


MFJ-974HB A 1:1 current balun is 


$ 209° placed on the low imped- 
ance 50 Ohm input side 


to convert the balanced T- 
Net-work to un-balanced operation. An 
efficient balun is made of 50 ferrite beads 
on RG-303 Teflon™ coax to give very high 
isolation. It stays cool even at max power. 


' Balanced Line = Extremely Low Loss 


Balanced lines give extremely low loss. 
Doublet, horizontal loop, vertical loop, 


' quad, double extended Zepp, Lazy H, W8JK 


antennas all give efficient multi-band oper- 
ation when fed with balanced lines. 


et Newer Balanced Line Tuner 


$4 89°° 


MFJ-974B, $189.95. 
Same as MFJ-974H but 
for 6-80 Meter oper- 
ation (no 160 Meters). 


160-6 Meters All Band Beles Antenna 
MFJ-1777, $59.95. 102 )¥ é ) ; 


feet doublet antenna covers 
160-6 Meters with balanced = 
line tuner. Super strong cus- 
tom fiberglass center insula- 
tor provides stress relief for 
450 Ohm ladder line (100 feet 
included). Authentic glazed ceramic end 
insulators. Handles 1500 Watts. 


Anderson PowerPole® is a 
registered trademark of 
Anderson Power Products. 


PowerPoles* AND 5- aides Binding Posts 


MFJ-1129 
Amps total. Three high-cur- $4] 4] 4195 10 outlets, each fused, 40 


The best of both worlds! 


Amps total. Three high-cur- 
rent outlets for rigs -- 2 PowerPoles® and | 
versatile high-current 5-way binding post. 
Seven switched outlets for accessories 
(20A max) -- 5 PowerPoles® and 2 versa- 
tile binding posts. Mix and match included 
fuses as needed (1- 40A, 2-25A, 3-10A, 3- 
5A, 2-1A installed). Built-in 0-25 VDC Volt- 
meter. Includes extra 7 pairs of PowerPole* 
contacts, and 10 fuses (2 each,1,5,10, 25, 
40A) -- no extra cost.12'/2Wx1'/sHx2°/sD in. 


MFJ-1124 
$6425 


6 outlets, each fused, 40 Amps total. Four 
Powe?Poles® and two high-current 5-way 
binding posts, Installed fuses: 1-40A, 2-25A, 
2-10A, 1-5A, 1-1A. Includes 4 pair PowerPole* 
contacts, and 5 fuses -- no extra cost, 


°1 Year No Matter What™ warranty *30 day money back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ. 


MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC. 
g 300 Industrial Pk Rd, Starkville, 

MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 

Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 


FAX:(662)323-6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 


Prices and specifications subject to change. (¢) 2 2008 MFJ Enterprises, Inc 


MFJ... The World Leader in Ham Radio Accessories! 


Summertime, and the Hamming is Eas 


Henryk Kotowski, SMOJHF 


n the middle of winter there is usu- 
[> more time to reminisce the past 

summer, and possibly make plans for 
the coming summer. 

In the summer most people do more 
travelling for pleasure than during the 
rest of the year, Amateur Radio opera- 
tors included. The most obvious evidence 
of this statement is the huge number of 


portable operations and radio expeditions ~ 


heard on the air. There is another side of 
travelling for pleasure — one can visit 
other Amateur Radio operators and see 
what’s cooking in other places. After all, 
radio is a very simple and limited means 
of conveying information so we need a 
visual contact now and then. 

In the summer of 2007 I went to the 
southeastern corner of Poland. In the 
past it had been a part of a province of 
the Austrian Empire called Galicia, until 
the W WI. Today this region is adjacent to 
present-day Ukraine (prefix UR, US, UT, 
UY...) and Slovakia (prefix OM). There 
is a unique ambience of tranquillity, lush 
green hills, buzzing insects in the bushes 
and growing figures for Amateur Radio. 
The prefix SP8 (SQ8, SN8, 3Z8, SO8, 
etc.) is shared with Lublin province to the 
north but due to administrative changes a 
decade or so ago, there are also SP7 and 
SP9 calls in use here. The main city of the 
province is Rzesz6w (seems impossible 
to pronounce) and I met a few hard-core 
Hams there. 

Not the oldest in age but with the lon- 


Batteries, Antennas, 
Coax & more! 


2700 MAH AA cells 


° 


Free catalog upon request 
DC ACE, INC. 
1-877-803-5550 
P.O. Box 364, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
www.dcace.com sales@dcace.com 
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Wojtek, SP8AJK, in his shack. Photographs by Henryk Kotowski, SMOJHF. 


gest Ham Radio career, viz, since 1960, 
is Wojtek, SP8AJK. He is extremely pro- 
ficient at chasing DX and in contesting, 
does not believe in high power, big anten- 


-nas or the latest models of equipment. 


But he does “work ‘em all.” Before I met 
him, I knew he was active on the bands 
but I was surprised to see a number of 
hard-to-earn trophies on the wall behind 
his modest set-up. As if it was not enough 
with one 5BDXCC and five separate 
DXCC awards on the wall, Wojtek tossed 
seven more DXCC certificates on the 
table. Imagine, a dozen DXCC awards 
for different modes and bands, all with 
stickers in the 300+ range. 

His not-so-distant neighbour is Andrze}, 


ee ee ee a ee 
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SP8BRQ, does not care very much about 
chasing DX unless it takes place during a 
major contest. He is the backbone of seri- 
ous contesting in this province, maintain- 
ing a competitive station with two towers 
supporting more-than-average aerial 
systems, encouraging others to take up 
contesting and helping other contesters. 
His station has been deployed in the HQ 
network during the IARU HF Champion- — 
ships for a few years now. Last July there 
were no fewer than eight guest operators 
running 7 MHz CW and picking multipli- 
ers on other bands. 

One of these operators was Janek, 
SP8FHK, who used to live in Rzeszow 
but now spends most of his time up 


(See Web 


eee build ante) 


Limited Nme Offer!! 


Buy 2 Double Bazookas get the 3'rd free!! 
Site For Details) 


nas for youlk 


607 Blue Cove Terrace, Lake Saint Louis, MO. 63367 
(636) 265-0448 Fax# (866) 201-0593 


WWW.radiowavz.com 


14 WorldRadio, January 2008 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


iT) Pin a ‘email village some 
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north of Rzeszow, there i is another 
tging contest station in a town called 
Nisko. Tt is Marek. SQ8JLA, who takes 
‘contesting seriously and has joined the 
- SN@HQ team. He is 47 years old and 
spent at least a decade in the USA. It was 
_long ago that he had become interested 
in Amateur Radio but got his call sign in 
1999 and it is only now that he can devote 
both time and money to our hobby. His 
wife Alicja holds the call sign, SQ8JMB. 
Marek is the main supporter of SP7KK X 
club station in Stalowa Wola, some five 
miles to the west. During the 2007 IARU 
HF Championship his station hosted a 
_ few guest operators who were part of the 
SN@HQ network and took care of 160 
Meter and 15 Meter bands 
One of the guest operators was Lukasz, 
» SP8CUR who lives. in Lancut, east of 
Rzeszow. Lukasz is 22 years old and at 
home he shares a very neat station with 
his father Marek, SP8CUW. Marek is 
focused on the hardware while Lukasz 
enjoys operating, a perfect combination. 
Another technical whiz I met in 
Rzeszow is Edward, SP8FUX. He is 
actually a retired mechanical engineer 


$ northeast of the city. jug is a 


Janek, SP8FHK, spends more time in 
his shack now that he is retired from 
the. police force. Bs 


and it is clearly emphasized in the HF 
power amplifiers he has built and is still 


~ building, in spite of his age being in the 


vicinity of 70. His constructions are 
well designed and look 'factory-made. 
A two-tube microprocessor-controlled 
fully-automatic RF deck was on the bench 
when I dropped in. A few aerials on the 
roof enable Edward to chase occasional 
DX or keep in touch with friends. 
While urban hamming is certainly 
subsiding all over the world, there is an 
evident growth in areas of lower popula- 
tion density. I have seen it in many places. 
The summer holiday is a good opportu- 
nity to check it out, regardless of whether 
it is an exotic, distant location or just your 
neighbouring county. It seems to me that 
Amateur Radio is much easier and ae 
able in the summertime. & 


The World’s FIRST Software Defined 
Digital Multi-Mode Interface! 


Just One USB cable does it ali 
No power supply or wall wart. 


The Navigator is powered from the USB cable. 


The Navigator contains its own internal high speed sound card with the lowest noise floor of 
ANY interface. K1EL's latest Software Defined WinKey USB Keyer v.21 is also built in! 
Our Software Definable options make setup a breeze. 


Changing to a different rig is a snap. No more 


removing covers, changing jumpers or using shorting 


straps just to switch to another transceiver. 


www.usinterface.com 


TECH SUPPORT 410-272-9110 
61 Krouse Ct., Aberdeen, MD 21001 


YOU’VE TRIED THE REST, 
ALL PRODUCTS ARE 
t 
= NOW OWN THE BEST! MADE IN USA. 


The IMD Met as 
support 
by KK7UQ roy a 
the best, easiest 
and most accurate Small . 
way to monitor your Business 
own transmitted 
PSK IMD. 


Graphics by Grafx, Las Vegas 


Turn your excess Ham 

Radios and related items 

into a tax break for you 

and learning tool for 
kids. 


i 


Donate your radio or related 
gear to an IRS approved 
501: (c)(3) charity. Get the tax 
| credit and help a worthy cause. 


Equipment picked up 

anywhere or shipping 
arranged. Radios you can 
write off - kids you can’t. 


THE RADIO CLUB OF 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 22 
_ P.O. Box 1052 
New York, NY 10002 
Bringing Communication to 
Education Stuce 1980 


Visit us on the web at: www.Wr6wr.com 
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A DXing Tail from the 
Great White North 


Randall Noon, KC@CCR/VE6 


s many of you know, the U.S. 

has a reciprocity agreement 

with Canada. U.S. Hams can 
operate in Canada without having to 
apply for a special license or permit, 
and the same is true for Canadians in 
the U.S. The band plans are nearly the 
same and the privileges corresponding 
to each license class are about the same. 
When operating in Canada, a U.S. Ham 
gives his U.S. call sign, indicates “/” by 
code or voice, and then uses the local 
geographic indicator. If using voice, the 
operator will usually also indicate “por- 
table” after the full call sign is given. 


During the QSO the operator should’ 


also indicate his location. 

I recently visited the Canadian Rock- 
ies and took along a lightweight QRP 
transceiver in a backpack to try my 
DX luck there. (Of course, sunspots 
were zero all the time I was there.) 
The goal on one particular day was 
to operate from the top of Maligne 
Falls, which is a few miles northeast of 


CCRadio-sw 
Amazing 
High Performance! 
¢ Very Sensitive, Dual Conversion 


* Bass, Treble, RF Gain Controls 

¢ Deep Bass for a 12” Portable 

* AM/SW 520kHz-30MHz, FM 

¢ 50 Memories, Wide/Narrow Switch 
Built-in Twin Coil Ferrite’ Antenna 
External Antenna Jacks, AM-IF Out 
Built-in Battery Charger 
$149% 


C.CRANE 


Free Catalog 


800-522-8863 - CCrane.com 
1001 Main Street, Fortuna, CA 95540 


Randy Noon, KCOCCR, attracts a curious deer with his clicking key. 


well worth the exertion. 

After reaching the falls, I set up on 
a picnic table. After a few minutes, I 
worked an operator in Quimby, Iowa, 
AB@BM. Since I used headphones, the 


The DX Store 


Check out our holiday gifts under $100 
FREE Shipping on select items too. 


Jasper, Alberta. From the bottom, this 
is a two-mile hike, oneway, along the 
Maligne River through mountainous 
alpine forest with a 500-foot change 
in elevation. It’s a beautiful hike and 


OQ 
-MATE. sales@dxstore.com 


www.dxstore.com 


10301 Maybrook Ave. Whittier, CA 90603 
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Fone aoe that could be heard was the 
soft clicking of the straight key. During 
_ the QSO, a curious mule deer come out 
of the forest and visited me, as you see 
in the photograph. Perhaps she was 
intrigued by the clicking of the key. 
She eventually approached within just 
a few feet and stood there taking it all 
in. Perhaps the deer was trying to look 
nonchalant as she pretended to graze 


while slowly moving closer. Except for 


moving my hand slightly to operate the 
key, I didn't move a muscle so as to not 
frighten her. After checking out my set 
up for a few minutes, she then trotted 
back into the forest perhaps with a new 
story to tell her friends. 

What gear did I use, you say? The 
transceiver was a Yaesu HF/ VHF/UHF 
FT-817 at 5 watts. I used an external bat- 
tery pack of 8 AA alkaline batteries to 
get 12-vdc. The antenna was a Miracle 
Antenna that connected directly into the 
back of the rig. My signal report from 
AB@BM? 335. (Really, a five?) © 


Southeastern VHF 
Society Conference 
— Call for Papers 


he Southeastern VHF society 

is calling for the submission 
of papers and presentations for the 
12th annual conference to be held 
in Orlando, Florida 25-26 Apr 2008. 
Presentations are solicited on both 
the technical and operational aspects 
of VHF, UHF, and Microwave weak 
signal Amateur Radio. 

In general, papers and presentations 
on non-weak signal related topics, such 
as FM repeaters and packet will not be 
accepted, but exceptions may be made 
if there is some way to relate the topic 
to weak signal work. For example, a 
presentation on the use of APRS to 
track rovers during contests would be 
given consideration. 

The deadline for the submission of 
papers and presentations is 29 Feb 2008. 
All submissions should be in Microsoft 
Word or Adobe Acrobat .pdf files. Send 


all questions, comments, and submissions . 


to Steve Kostro, N2CEI at svhfs2008@ 
downeastmicrowave.com 
— VHF Reflector, ARNewsline 


WorldKadio Super-Drawing 
Prize: Ameritron AL-8Ill H $899 
SOOW PEP Amplifier — (4) SIl-As 


. No purchase necessary. One entry per household. 
. Send your QSL card (as a card, NOT in an envelope) to: 
Amplifier, WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818 


- One QSL card will be pulled out of the box by an eyes-closed 
picker. 

. WorldKadio staffers, columnists, advertisers are NOT eligible. 

- Winning QSL card will be drawn and winner will be called on 
Christmas Day. (That's something great in some lucky Ham's 
stocking!) 

- Odds: 26,000+ Hams will see this month's issue. From 
experience in past drawings, only about 1% will enter. 


RIGtalk uss rig control interface 


USB to serial converter with TTL level output. Control your 
CAT or CIV radio directly by USB. No RS232 level converter 
needed. Piug and Play USB dongle design that makes it 
easy, simple and neat to controll your radio. Make your sta- 
tion easier and more fun to use with a RIiGtalk. 


RIGblasters 


The original sound card interface for all 
. ham sound card programs, any radio, 
any computer and all hams. 


Any RIGblaster will work with over 2000 
radios, over 100 programs and over 23 
operating modes! 


Discover true battery performance! The first easy to use 
battery lab tester. Test any type of battery, NiCad, LiPoly, 
Lead Acid etc. USB interface with Windows® software. 
Measure and graph battery capacity with a constant current 
discharge of up to 40 amps or 150 watts. Graphs may be 
overlaid saved and printed. Test label printouts also. 


RIGrunners 


The original Powerpole DC power panels. No 
equal in quality or performance. Four models to 
choose from. Detachable power cord, meter you 
can see and hear from across the room, LEDs to 
show blown fuses and tested to 50 A. Make your | 
12 VDC wiring neat, safe, and convenient now. 


PWRgates 


Emergency backup power systems to safely have both a sealed 
lead-acid battery and a 13.8 volt power supply always connected 
to your station. Two models, one with a maintenance charger, 
and our new model PG40S, Super PWRgate, with a full four- 
stage selectable 1 to 10 amp fast charger. Gel/AGM batteries 
available from WMR for great prices. 


PWRcrimp 


Powerpole crimp tool that perfectly 
crimps 15, 30 and 45 Amp contacts. 
Ratcheted with an excellent contact positions é 


Order Toll Free 
888 WESTMTN 
888 937-8686 
Norwalk, CT 06854 Dealer inquiries Invited 


www.westmountainradio.com 
West Mountain Radio 


18 Sheehan Ave., 
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xy) RULES & REGS 


t’s looking like the wonder cure to 

the so-called “CW Barrier” was 

just old-fashioned medicine-show 
snake oil. It was about as effective. 
At the 2007 Conference of Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinators held in Get- 
tysburg, PA, on 27 July, representatives 
from eleven of our fourteen VECs were 
in attendance. They reported that our 
VEs are still receiving requests from 
those who want to prove their telegra- 
phy proficiency! 

Two separate presentations on the 
topic of licensing trends reported 
unexpected, but similar, conclusions. 
Evidently, those controversial outcries 
aimed at making our amateur service 
more widely accessible were way off the 
mark. The result has failed miserably 
to increase the total number of Hams, 
even Hams-in-call-sign-only. The 
month-to-month influx of newcomers 
appears to remain relatively constant. 
The factual result, on the other hand has 
been movement upward in the number 
of operators to the General and Ama- 
teur Extra Classes by those lower class 
licensees who are taking advantage of 
the lowered upgrade standards. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Take that, OM! 
Your hard-earned General and Amateur 
Extra tickets are not as significant as 
they once were. We paid the piper, but 
he didn’t tootle the tune that we were 
promised. Disturbing to observe, but it 
seems like those great amateur opera- 
tors who made our hobby so highly 
regarded are no longer our leaders. Their 
replacements apparently believe that the 
painless answer to every challenge is to 
just lower standards — a sure-fire recipe 
for eventual irrelevancy. 

It was also pointed out that there are 
fewer FCC-licensed Hams today than 
there were five and even ten years ago. 
There are 711,000 operators in the cur- 
rent FCC database, including 58,000 
expired but within the grace period; 
sixty percent of whom appear to be 
first-time licensees. 

W3BE-O-GRAM: The active Hams- 
on-the-air in the U.S. are in the minor- 


Snake Oil 


John B. Johnston, W3BE 


Representatives from the FCC, ARRL-VEC, Milwaukee VEC, SANDARC, 


WCARS and Anchorage VEC take a meeting break at the 2007 VEC 


Conference. AA3OF photo. 


ity. Maybe we comprise close to one- 
quarter of the number that are shown 
on the ULS database... or even less. 
The scheme to recruit into our hobby 
persons who are not particularly inter- 
ested in radio technique solely with a 
personal aim and without pecuniary 
interest or who are disinclined toward 
self-training, intercommunication and 
technical investigations, is counter- 
productive to our radio service serving 
its purpose — the very reason for our 


HamCall™ CD-ROM 


The HamCall CD-ROM contains over 1,800,000 US and 
world wide callsigns, all on one CD-ROM. 
We produce a new HamCall CD 
every month! This means that 
whenever you buy HamCall, you won't 
be buying a CD that's out-of-date! You 
also get a HamCall.NET password that 
will let you download 6 FREE monthly 
updates via the Internet. 800 technical help. We 

won't let you fail. Your satisfaction guaranteed or your 
money back. 


FSUCKMASTER 


http://hamcall.net/haminfo. html 
800-282-5628 


precious spectrum allocation. . 
The fundamental integrity of our 
once-highly reputable operator class 
standards were compromised in order 
to entice these less-than-technically- 
inclined persons into trying out our 
hobby. The claim that once such neo- 
phytes are licensed as amateur opera- 
tors, they will learn by “doing” doesn’t 
hold up when they can’t or don’t “do.” 
Q. I am not one of the real old 
timers, getting my license in 1938 and 
my 70-year certificate next year. But 
I must comment on your position on 
“Drive-Thru Exams.” You succinctly 
really hit it on the head! I won’t bela- 
bor the matter other than to say I 
absolutely agree with your every word 
and only wish there were some way to 
undo the situation and go again. But 
like most other things in our current 
“politically correct society,” we dumb 
down most everything. 
W3BE-O-GRAM: Keep the faith! 
In my shorter 54 years of Ham Radio, 
one of the principal things that I have 
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1 is that it is unbelievably resil- 
d has many dedicated Hams 
) are deeply concerned for its con- 


8 ‘ nued wellbeing. 
 Q. I have been Beayite for the 
Dixtra and I am convinced that most 


_ people memorize the answers, not the 


_ idea behind them or the theory. The 


“training” programs on the internet 


_ pound in the answer by word associa- 
tion — by rote, not by teaching you 


% 


. 


‘ 


what you are memorizing. There is 
not a single question about soldering, 
or SWR on the front or back side of 
-a tuner, or how a wattmeter/SWR 
meter on the antenna side of a tuner 
gives deceptive readings, etc. 

I had to teach an Extra Class 


licensee recently how to solder. He . 


had run the coax to PI 259s, trans- 
mitter and antenna, but never once 
thought about soldering them. Now 
that’s scary. ' 

I am convinced that too many 
people are memorizing and don't 
know a thing about it three days 
after they take the test. I would like 
to have the Extra, but there’s no 
way I’m going to memorize a bunch 
of meaningless info just to get it. It 
defeats the whole purpose of radio. I 
shouldn't say meaningless — I know 
that the theory such as phase angle 
is an important principle, but not 
for 99% of Amateur operators, even 
those who routinely build equipment. 
(Comment?) 

- A. Obviously, the VECs have deter- 
mined either that: (1) “soldering, or 
SWR on the front or back side of a 
tuner, or how a wattmeter/SWR meter 
on the antenna side of a tuner gives 
deceptive readings, etc.” have been 
adequately covered in prerequisite Ele- 
ment 2 Technician or Element 3 General 


_ ‘exams, or (2) understandings of these 
- topics are not operational and techni- 


cal qualifications required to perform 
properly the duties of an Amateur Extra 
Class operator. Otherwise, the exam 
pools would not be in compliance with 
Section 97.503. 


W3BE-O-GRAM: The VECs are 


correct in that your topics are unsuit- 
able for the Element 4 Amateur Extra 
Class operator exam. They should have 
been already covered in the Element 2 
Technician Class operator examination. 


Every Ham needs to have mastered such 
basic topics. 

As to soldering coaxial cable to one 
of those abominable PL-259 connectors, 
try showing a little more compassion. It 
seems like I have tried at least a hundred 
methods to do that. None worked to my 
complete satisfaction. It has been going 
better, however, ever since our suppliers 
began again offering us connectors that 
are actually solder-able. We are now, 
moreover, able to purchase ready-made 
cables in various lengths with connec- 
tors already attached. 

The VECs have completed a new 
version of Element 4 Amateur Extra 
question pool that is scheduled to go 
online 01 July 2008. Expect to find 
in it more practical questions and the 
elimination of questions that seem to 
require totally rote memorization. Also, 
look for a question or two about SWR 
on the front and back side of tuner. 
As for phase angle, you are probably 
referring to understanding impedance 
and resonance. Every practicing Ham 
needs to have some elementary concept 
of how capacitors and inductors behave 
in AC circuits. 

Q. It is not just our exams. We 
are fast becoming a drive-thru soci- 
ety. That mentality is not going to 
increase the bottom line one smidge; 
numbers but no quality. 

When I teach a Ham Radio course 
today the folks just want the fastest 
way to a license and don’t give a hoot 
as' to whether they learn anything 


| about radio communications. Hard 


work, research and a lot of mistakes 
is what makes you a success. I am 
very concerned for the very future of 
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the United States. Our kids today are 


not pursuing at a high level the tech- 
nology areas they will need to stay 
ahead of even some of the emerging 
third-world nations. (Comment?) 
W3BE-O-GRAM: Sooner or later, 


new licensees must wise up that there 


is a lot more to operating an amateur 
station properly than simply memoriz- 
ing answers just long enough to spot 26 
correct ones on an exam question set 
sheet. It’s little wonder that they walk 
away and stay off the air. 

We allowed our VECs to venture into 
policy-making and reinventing of our 
hobby into — as they petitioned the 
FCC to do in RM-10870 — something 
that makes “... the amateur service 
accessible to as many citizens as pos- 
sible.” Anyone who tried the CB Radio 
Service in the 1970s knows how that 
approach can play out. 

Q. Iam amazed at how the techni- 
cal level has been lowered. I agree 
that some questions on the pool have 
nothing. to do with operating an 
Amateur station. F.I., who thinks the 
Internet is part of Amateur Radio? 

A. Me, for one. It can be a part of an 
amateur station, at least. Section 97.213 
(a) says that a control link using a fiber 
optic cable or another telecommunica- 
tion service is considered wireline. So, 
we can view the Internet a very long 
length of cable and use it in a control 
link between our amateur station and 
its control point. Section 97.109(a) says 
that each amateur station must have at 
least one control point. 

Section 97.213(a) authorizes telecom- 
mand of an amateur station in places 
where it regulates the amateur service. 
Among other requirements, the wireline 
control link between the control point 
and the station must be sufficient for 
the control operator to perform his/ 
her duties. 

Read the rules — Heed the rules 
at www.gpoaccess.gov/ecfr/. Click on 
[Title 47] then [Part 97]. Also visit 
http://wireless. fec.gov/ and click on 
[amateur] or [ULS]. Enforcement 
reports are at Attp://www.fcc.gov/ eb/ 
AmateurActions/welcome.html. 

— Have a question about the ama- 
teur service rules? Visit http://w3be. 
home.att.net/; or e-mail john@johnston. 
net. & 


WorldRadio, January 2008 19 


xy) EMCOMM AND YOU 


x 


he story which follows, based 
; upon law enforcement, has some 
application to Amateur Radio 
Emcomm. If you stay with me I think 
you'll see the point. At the beginning 
of my law enforcement career, some 40 
years ago, I received my basic training 
with the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s 
Department. That was an agency which, 
at the time, was regarded as one of the 
best in the world. Upon graduation from 
the academy I was assigned to patrol in 
one of the busiest and most violent pieces 
of geography in the continental USA — 
south-central Los Angeles. 

The tools of the trade at that time 
were pretty elementary. A badge, gun, 
uniform, nightstick and handcuffs to 
go along with, hopefully, a large dose 
of common sense and good judgment 
accompanied by the ability to commu- 
nicate well with the public and fellow 
officers. We were trained to handle most 
situations individually. When help was 
needed we could rely on the needed 
number of backup officers whose train- 
ing and equipment were the same as our 
own. “High tech” equipment such as 
hand-held radios, soft body armor, and 
the like would come later. 

We were trained to handle incidents 
without delay. I cannot recall the number 
of times that we diffused very danger- 
ous situations (barricaded subjects with 
hostages, armed robbery suspects holed 
up inside a residence) without the benefit 
of the technology or specialization avail- 
able today. 
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| ‘Back To Basics 


Jerry Boyd, N7WR 


In the very early 1970s the prevailing 
philosophy in law enforcement changed 
regarding such high risk incidents. No 
longer were individual cops, or small 
groups of similarly trained/equipped 
cops, expected to handle such situa- 
tions. Specially trained and equipped 
law enforcement officers, configured 
as Special Weapons and Tactics Teams 
(SWAT) were given responsibility for 
dealing with such incidents. The “rule” 
was that if an armed-barricaded sus- 
pect incident were to occur, responding 
patrol officers were to simply contain 
the scene, call for SWAT, and let them 
and their technology handle the situ- 
ation. The downside of that approach 
was that a SWAT response often took at 
least an hour. In rural areas it was much 
longer. At times that meant the loss 
of innocent life as irrational suspects 
holed up inside a residence might take 
a hostage’s life prior to SWAT’s arrival 
and deployment. 

Make no mistake about it...1 am a 
strong supporter of SWAT. I served as a 
SWAT team leader and team commander 
for years. But here’s the rub. There are 
times when the SWAT approach is 
appropriate and times when it is not. 
During that multi-decade period of time 
when patrol officers did not handle such 
incidents they lost the skills necessary 
to safely deal with them. It was all up 
to the specialists (SWAT) to deal with 
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such occurrences. ~ a) ie 


The Columbine High School shooting — 


of 20 April 1999 changed the decades- 
old approach to high risk shooter inci- 
dents, and that change is probably per- 
manent. Because of the length of time it 
took SWAT teams to be mobilized and 


to respond to the school there are some. 


who believe lives were lost as a result. 
That, at least, was the perception and as 
the saying goes “perception is reality.” 
As aresult of Columbine, SWAT teams 
are still a “tool in the toolbox” but for 


many volatile incidents, where lives’ 


are in immediate jeopardy, the current 
approach is to use an “active shooter 
response.” What is that? It is two or 
three individual cops who respond 
quickly, work together, and handle inci- 
dents that are so immediate that the one 
or two-hour wait for a SWAT response 
is irresponsible. 

What did law enforcement face when 
the decision was made to shift, in many 
cases, from a SWAT response (with 
all of its high-tech equipment) to an 
active shooter team response? They 
faced a generation of cops who lacked 
the training and the basic skills needed 
to deal with such situations. The law 
enforcement profession had become so 
dependant on the high-tech approach 
that it lost the basic skills needed to 
provide an appropriate and adequate 
response to these types of situations. 
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A massive re-training for hundreds 
_ of thousands of officers had to take 


place. That is still occurring and the 


profession as a whole is in the “catch-up 


_ mode.” What is the message here for 
_ Amateur Radio Emcomm? 


The message, in my view, is that when 
a decision is made to go “high tech” it 
is absolutely critical that basic skills 


_be maintained in the event that high 


tech fails. High tech today in Emcomm 
includes such things as Winlink 2K”, 
digital voice, Echolink”, APRS, etc. 
Basic skills needed when high tech fails 


_ (and it likely will at least some times 


and under some circumstances) are: the 
ability to relay messages from point A 
to point B by any mode that works; the 
ability to. use non-digital, non-automatic 
means of communicating; the ability 
to format and accurately send, manu- 
ally by voice or Morse code, message 
traffic that captures all of the informa- 
tion needed not just by the sender and 
recipient but for later documentation 
of message content, time and date sent, 
etc.; the ability to erect, under emer- 


gency circumstances, a portable radio 
Station (including antenna) that can be 


used to pass important message traffic. 
Field Day once facilitated those later 
skills but no longer emulates the sort 
of conditions under which such a sta- 
tion may be required. It, Field Day, has 


become more of a social event and “PR | 


mechanism” ‘than an exercise of much 
practical value. 

The danger Emcomm faces, in those 
places where reliance on high tech has 
resulted in a neglect/abandonment of 
basic skills, is the same danger law 
enforcement faced post-Columbine. 
When high tech cannot get the job done 
there are too-few trained to step back 
to the old tried and proven means of 
accomplishing the tasks at hand. 

. In police academies today recruits are 
taught that there are certain things they 


_ can/must do as individuals and in small 


teams to effectively respond to the situa- 
tion that confronts them. They understand 
that in some circumstances they will need 
to use only the basic tools that are proven 
to work and that are readily available. 
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The hard armor vests, ballistic helmets, 
night vision goggles, sniper rifles with 
laser sights, flash-bang grenades, BDU’s, 
and armored vehicles of the modern day 
SWAT team may not be an option. For the 
Emcomm operator spoiled by the avail- 
ability of the Internet, having to resort 
to simple equipment for point-to-point 


_communications using only a notepad and 


pencil for message taking is analogous 
to the situation today’s cop on the street 
faces. Perhaps we should learn something 
from the experience of that public safety 
profession before we as a radio service 
face our own Columbine. Note: Next 


-quarter’s column, barring something 


more’ pressing, will deal with the neces- 
sity of settling on one digital protocol 
for Amateur Radio use in Emcomm 
situations. Until next time, 73 from NE, 
Oregon de N7WR. 

— The author may be contacted via 
n7/wr@wrrl.org with comments, ques- 
tions and suggested topics for future 
columns. ® 
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previous emergency communications 
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information for such managers on how 
to efficiently and effectively accomplish 
those tasks. 

The booklet is available at a cost of 
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DX WORLD 


ere we are, in the words of 
John Lennon, “another year 
over — anew one just begun.” 


January has always been special to me 
when it comes to Ham Radio. It was 23 
years ago on 05 January that I received 
my first license in the mail. In those 
days there were no Internet sites that 
you could check to see what your call 
was — it was a case of waiting six 
to eight weeks for that coveted letter 
from the FCC. Even then, I wanted to 
work DX. Once my license arrived I 
began chasing those far off signals. 
Of course, like any new DXer, the first 
task at hand was to: achieve The DX 
Century Club, or DXCC. 

The ARRL’s DXCC award is one of 
the first awards DXers learn about. The 
ARRL defines this award as “the pre- 
mier operating award in all of Amateur 
Radio” with the basic certificate being 
awarded for working and confirming at 
least 100 entities on the ARRL DXCC 
List. While working 100 entities may 
seem like a daunting task, it is actually 
not that difficult. In fact, if you happen 
to spend some time on the air during 
one of the major DX contests, it’s quite 
possible that you could work 100 DX 
entities in a single weekend, including 
some rare countries. And now with 
Logbook of the World, you might even 
see some of the required QSLs begin 
rolling in shortly afterwards. 

Taking the DXCC a step further is 
the Honor Roll. This is achieved by 
working and confirming at least 328 of 
the current 337 DXCC entities. Finally, 
at the pinnacle-of DXing is the #1 
Honor Roll which awarded for working 
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all of the current DXCC entities. Rules 
and applications for DXCC can be 
found at the ARRL’s website — http:// 
www.arrl.org/awards/dxcc/. 

While DXCC is arguably the most 
well known award, there are actu- 
ally many othér awards available to 
DXers. For instance, one in which 
you may already be qualified and 
not even aware of is the Worked All 
Continents (WAC) award. This award 
is issued by the International Amateur 
Radio Union (IARU) and is achieved 
by submitting QSL cards showing 
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international two-way Amateur Radio 
communication with other amateur 
stations in each of the six continental 
areas of the world. This, in fact, was 
the first award I applied for while I was 
working on DXCC. What’s even more 
fun is that with a little effort during the 
major DX contests, you could achieve 
five-band WAC in a single weekend! 
Granted working all continents on 10 
Meters at this point in the solar cycle 
might be a challenge, but I think it’s 
doable. Give 10 Meters a listen — I’ve 
heard signals on the band recently. 
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More information on the WAC awards 
can be found here — http://www. iaru. 
org/wac/. 

Another interesting award is the CQ 
Worked All Zones. This-is awarded for 
contacting and confirmation stations in all 
40 of the CQ zones. While it may sound 
like a relatively easy task to achieve, 
some of the lesser populated zones can 
prove challenging. Some would argue 
that the pinnacle of DXing is the five band 
Worked All Zones. In fact, less than 1,600 
5BWAZ awards have ever been issued! 
So if you like a challenge, perhaps this 
award is for you! 

Of course our very own WorldRa- 
dio has a couple of awards that could 
decorate your wall as well. First is 
the Contact All Time Zones (CATZ) 
award. This is awarded to a participant 
who has successfully contacted sta- 
tions in all 24 time zones. This award 
is interesting in the fact that it uses 
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\ A'aximum usable frequency from West 
Coast, Central U.S. and East Coast (courtesy 
of Engineering Systems Inc., Box 1934, Middleburg, 
VA 20118). The numbers listed in each section are the 
average maximum usable frequencies (MUF) i in MHz 
| for contacting five major areas of the world centered 
on Africa—Kenya/Nairobi, Asia—Japan/Tokyo, 
Oceania— Australia/Melbourne, Europe— Germany/ 
Frankfurt, and South America—Brazil/Rio de Janeiro. 
Smoothed sunspot number = 4. Chance of contact as 


| determined by path loss is indicated as bold *MUF 


for good, plain MUF for fair, and in( ues ) for 
poor. UTC in hours. 


WEST COAST 

: . so 
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so 
UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM 
8 (9) a B S12 
10 (9 8 #12 (7) Sk 
12. (16) 7 11 (7) 17 
14 19 7 -*16 14 *24 
16 21 (8) 16 13 #26 
18 21 7 5) G0) *28 
20 19 (7) 20 (9) —-*28 
22 *16 (15) 23 (8) = *26 
24 i (14) 2 25 8  *20 
2 -10 (0) (8) 7 815 
4 10 (9) 14 7 4 
6 (9) (8) 13 —. 413 

EAST COAST 

so 
UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM 
7 (11) #8 (72) 7 2 
9 (11) 7 12 7 *12 
i 20 7 ll 12. #17 
13 *25 8 *16 is 22 
15 *27 (8) 17 iS. 935 
17 *27 CG 4 13 827 
19 #22 (7) ~~‘ (18) (9) *28 
21 419. £12) 22 8  *26 
23 *14 (12) 25 & 2 
l *13 (9) (18) S$ 2 *H 
3 *12 (8) (14) 7 *15 
5 *12 (8) (13) 7 413 


Time Zones as the qualifier instead 
of DXCC entities. As the world is 
divided into 24 time zones, each time 
zone is 15 degrees of longitude wide 
beginning at 0 degrees. For the sake 
of this award, half-hourly zones and 
out-of-zone artificial time changes 
will be ignored. Looking at how the 
world’s time zones fall, you might be 
surprised to find a few that could prove 
challenging to work. — 

Secondly, and:similar to the ARRL’s 
DXCC award, is the WorldRadio 
Worked 100 Nations (W-100-N) award. 
However, there is one slight twist when 
compared to DXCC. The W-100-N 
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award is awarded to those confirming 
two-way amateur communications 
with permanent stations in 100 distinct 
countries having a permanent, native 
population. This means that rocks in 
the middle of the ocean, non-inhabited 
political entities or temporary DXpe- 
ditions with portable callsigns don’t 
count. Depending on the source used, 
there are between 192-194 distinct 
countries (The Vatican City and 
Taiwan being the two most misunder- 
stood). So you can see that working 
100 nations with permanent stations 
might actually be more challenging 
than achieving DXCC! More informa- 
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tion at the CATZ and W-100-N can 
be found at WorldRadio’s website — 
http://www.wr6wr.com/. 


I’ve only just scratched the surface © 


of the different awards available to 
DXers. A very good awards website is 
maintained by Ted Melinosky, K1IBV. 
The address is http://www.dxawards. 
com. Ted has done an excellent job 
of assembling a list of the different 
awards offered by various radio clubs, 
countries and publications. If you’re 
looking for a new piece of “wallpa- 
per.” I’m sure you can find the award 
that is both challenging and gratifying 
to achieve. 


Clipperton 2008 


The formal announcement for the 
2008 DXpedition to Clipperton Island 
has been released. The DXpedition 
will be led by N6OX with N7CQQ and 
K4SV as the management team. The 
goal is to make 100,000+ contacts, 
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including working as many European, 
Mediterranean and African stations 
where Clipperton is high on the most 
wanted list. Departure date is 28 Feb- 
ruary 2008, arriving on Clipperton on 
March 4+. The team plans to operate 
12 to 14 days, depending on conditions, 
using the call TX5C. 

Currently Clipperton is ranked 
35th on the most needed countries 
list worldwide. The team of 22 or so 
amateur operators look forward to 
meeting or exceeding the performance 
expectations of modern DXpeditions. 
In addition to the Ham activities, there 
will be a series of scientific studies 
done by the team. 

Clipperton Island is a nine- square. 
kilometer coral atoll in the North 
Pacific Ocean, southwest of Mexico 
and west of Costa Rica, at 10°18'N, 
109°13'W. It has no permanent inhab- 
itants. It is an Overseas possession of 
France administered by the Minister 
of Overseas France. 

More information about this expe- 
dition, including details of the sci- 
entific studies, ways you can help 
support this expedition, bios on the 
operators, a sponsor list and history 
of this DXCC entity, can be found at 
the team’s website: http://www.clip- 
perton2008.org. 
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I received a very interesting pack- 
age in the mail from Joe Mikuckis, 
K3CHP. Joe wrote in response to my 
November column entitled “The Art of 
Direct QSLing” and commented that 
the “real secret in getting a good DX 
QSL return is making sure your QSLs 
are in the language of the DX station.” 
Enclosed was a small booklet entitled 
the “K3CHP’s DX QSL Guide.” It 
“shows you how to.fill out QSL cards 
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54 different languages.” I have alw 


ways 
been an advocate for putting a little 

something handwritten on each QSL ~ 
card that I send out, even if it’s just a — 


’ “thanks for the QSO” as it adds a per- 


sonal touch. But have you ever wanted — 
to say “I would be very grateful for — 
your QSL card” in Russian, Swahili 
or Ethiopic? This book shows you 
how. In fact, Joe has a dozen common 
“Ham-isms” translated into the various 
languages. I had no-idea such a publica- 
tion existed (published in 1972!) and 
thank Joe for sending me a copy. 


Thailand gets WARC 
Band Allocations 


The Radio Amateur Society of 
Thailand (RAST) recently announced 
the following: “Thailand’s Intermedi- 
ate and Advanced class radio ama- 
teurs are now permitted to operate on 
the so-called WARC bands (10-, 18- 
and 24-MHz) as well as in windows 
in the CW portion of the 80-Meter 
(3.5-MHz) and 160-Meter (1.8-MHz) 
bands on a permanent basis. The 
authorization, granted in a new Act 
governing Amateur Radio in Thailand 
by the National Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC), follows years 
of lobbying by the Radio Amateur 
Society of Thailand (RAST). ° 

The new allocations became effective 
12 October 2007.” Thai stations can 
now use the following frequencies: 

160M — 1.800-1.825 MHz 

80M — 3.500-3.540 MHz 

30M — 10.100-10.150 MHz 
17M — 18.068-18.168 MHz 
12M — 24.890-24.990 MHz 


No changes were made to the VHF 
bands, where 6 Meters (50-54 MHz) 
and 1240 MHz are still off-limits 
and 430 MHz (70-cm) is autho- 


THE HF EQUATION FOR eaghege 
TE cere. 
pPESOTRON Ff 


: Antennas for 160-6 meters 
The Unique design gives it a leading edge. 
Great Performance ¢ Easy installation 


www.isotronantennas.com 
Successful 719- 687- 0650 CC&R 


Since 1980 Bilal Company Friendly 
137 Manchester Dr., ¢ Florissant, CO 80816 


ANAHEIM, CA 
© (Near Disneyland) 
© 933 N. Euclid St, 92801 
= (714) 33-7373 
| (800) 854-6046 
= Janet, KL7MF, Mor. 
| anaheim@hamra x com 


_ BURBANK, CA 
= 1525 W. Magnolia Blvd, 91506 
= (818) 842-1786 

(800) 854-6046 

Eric. K6EJC, Mar. 

Magnolia between 

S. Victory & Buena Vista 
burbank@hamradio.com 


OAKLAND, CA 

2210 Livingston St., 94606 
(510) 534-5757 

(800) 854-6046 - 
Mark, WI7YN, Mgr. 


1-880 at 23rd Ave. ramp 
oakiand@hamradio.com 


SAN DIEGO, CA 

5375 Kearny Villa Rd.. 92123 
(858) 560-4900 

(800) 854-6046 

Tom, KM6K, Mgr. 

Hwy. 163 & Claremont Mesa 
sandiego@hamradio.com 


IC-R20 Wide Band Receiver 
«Wide RX 150-3304 mHz* 


«SSB, CW, AM, FM, WFM 
* 32mb digital recorder 
1,000 memories 

*VSC +100 ch/sec. scanning 


Call For Latest “ 


SUNNYVALE, CA 

510 Lawrence Exp. #102, 94085 
{408) 736-9496 

(800) 854-6046 

Howard, W6HOC, Mar. 

So. from Hwy. 101 


7509 N. Dupont Hwy., 19720 


= Pricing! sunnyvale@hamradio.com 
%. ee pelle 
: = ear Philadelphia 
FLASH! eae 


ICOM/Kenwood/Yaesu tevrs 


Now with 12m 
and 10m built-in! 


§5‘ Tubular Tower 


IG-R5 Wide Band Receiver 
Handles 10 sq.ft. 


302) 322-7092 
(00) 644-4476 


Complies with ae cape aed at 50mph Rick, K3TL, Mgr. 
new FCC rules! * Alphanumeric labels oe sei estGtaerelli.con 
Pa with tubular . 
HL-1.5KFX r nes cs streamlined look PORTLAND. OR 
+ Fully Solid-state 1 KW HF 650W 6m Be Call For Latest 11705 S.W. Pacific Hwy. 
* Built-in Power supply (110 or 220v) %& “a 4 1281/07 Pricing! 97223 
#2 hia fe aay ie <eeginroneao : (503) 598-0555 
* auto band switched w/ most e 
IC-R3 wide Band Receiver Lad bea mre: 


¢ 500 kHz - 2.45 GH2* 
* 450 Alphanumeric Memories 
* CTCSS w/Tone Scan 
* 4 Level Attenuator 
+ Telescoping Antenna 


*good 
then 
12/31/07 


Leon, W7AD, Mor. 
Tigard-99W exit 

from Hwy. 5 & 217 
portland@hamradio.com 


DENVER, 
8400 E. htt Ave. #9, 80231 


w/BNC Connector 
* Lithium lon Battery 
+2” Color TFT Display 


55" Freestanding 
Crank-Up 
Handles 18 sq. ft. 


(303) 745-7373 
{800) 444-9476 


* Audio/Video Output John, N5EHP. Mgr. 
_» Four Way Action Joystick M @ 50 ae denver@hamradio.com 
* PC Programmable w/Optional lo guying require 
Cable & Software Extra-strength const. PHOENIX, AZ 


Can add raising and 


4 1939 W. Dunlap Ave., 85021 
motor drive acces. 


(602) 242-3515 
800) 444-9476 
ary, N7GJ, Mgr. 
1 mi. east of 1-17 
phoenix@hamradio.com 


ATLANTA, GA 

6071 Buford Hwy., 30340 
(770) 263-0700 

(800) 444-7927 

Mark, KJ4VO, Mar. 
Doraville, 1 mi. no. of 1-285 
atlanta@hamradio.com 


WOODBRIDGE, VA 
(Near Washington D.C.) 

14803 Build America Dr. 22191 
703) 643-1063 

800) 444-4799 

Steve, W4SHG, Mgr. 

Exit 161, 1-95, So. to US 1 
woodbridge@hamradio. com 


_ SALEM, NH 

© (Near Boston) 

= 224 N. Broadway, 03079 
= (603) 898-3750 

© (800) 444-0047 

= Chuck, N1UC, Mor. 

= Sales@hamradio.com 
© Exit 1, 1-93; 

= 28 mi. No. of Boston 

= salem@hamradio.com 


Towers Rated 

y to EIA Specifications 
aoe with Other Models 
ptional at Great Prices! 


Rotor Base 
Call For Latest 
Pricing! 


KAM XL 


* OSP modem offers great performance 

on Packet 300/1200,G-tor.Pactor, Amtor,PSK-31 
* RTTY, Navtex, ASCII, Wefax, CW, 

GPS NMEA-0183 and more! 


Call Now For Special Pricing! 


KPC-3 Plus/KPC-9612 Plus 


High-performance, low power TNC, 
Great for packet, and APRS compatible. 


. Call For Special Low Price! 


Detailed illuminated map shows time, time zone 
sun position and day of the week at a glance for 
any place in the world. Continuously moving ~ 
areas of day and night change as you watch. 

* Mounts easily on wall. Size; 34 1/2" x 22 1/2". 


Reg $1595. SALE $1299.95 


All US Towers shipped by truck; 
’ freight charges additional 


ott aL 


MILLIWATTS 
MILOWATIS 


More Watts per Dollar 


crc Dey: 
800-RF-PARTS ¢ 800-737-2787 


Se Habla Espafiol ¢ 


Tecu Heir | Oren | InFo: 760- 744. 0700 


Fax: 760-744-1943 or 888-744-1943 


We Export 


‘ oi > 
CL 
E-mail: 


(; 
rfp@rfparts.com =. 


[Sanco 1967) 


An Address to Remember: 
www.rfparts.com 


‘rized for monitoring only, such as 


to listen to satellite downlinks. Two 


Meters (144-MHz) is channelized: 


and minor amendments were made to 


-repeater allocations. The full 37-page 


announcement of the NTC’s Amateur 
Radio Act of 2007 is published in the 
Thai-language on the web at: /Attp:// 
www.ratchakitcha.soc.go.th/DATA/ 

PDF/2550/E/152/10.PDF. The Radio 
Amateur Society of Thailand, which 
is under the Royal Patronage of His 


Majesty the King, will make an unof- . 


ficial translation available soon as well 
as explaining some of the points in 
more detail at its website: http://www. 
qgsl.net/rast. 


OJOB OSLs Set to Mail 


A number of DXers have been asking 
about the status of the recent OJOB 
operations. Team member Martti Lane, 
OH2HB, released the following: “Yes, 
here we come....OJ@B .was activated 
twice this past summer, August and 
again in September, with some 27,000 
QSOs. Both operations were combined 
together after the September outing 
and the number of cards needed was 
determined. All our cards are printed 
in Poland, and they will be shipped to 
us [shortly]. We should be able to get 
all direct cards out by 15 November. 
We have noticed that many envelopes 
from U.S. stations have been submitted 
with one U.S. dollar bill. This matter 
is now under consideration. If we mail 
them directly we would subsidize 
each envelope from our own pocket 
although we know that sending those 
cards via bureau network would not 
make anyone happy. In the meantime, 
we had just last week released 170 
pounds (83 kg) of DX QSL cards, 
mainly to U.S., Canada and Japan 
[bureaus] for a variety of our opera- 


www.CircuitSpecialists.com 

Powerful on-line source for your quality 
electronic equipment & supplies. 

Everything from resistors, capacitors, semicon- 

ductor devices & Inductors to computer 
boards, data acquisition, test equipment, 
smal! CCD cameras & much, much, more! 

Circuit Specialists, Inc. 

ae > 800-528-1417/480-464-2485 


¥ Since 1971 FAX 480-464-5824 
220 S. Country Club Dr., #2 * Mesa, AZ 85210 
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tions over the past two years. w 
hopes that this investment would still 
be worthwhile. We see lot of cards — 
returned with the note ‘this person _ 
is not accepting QSL cards’ and/or is — 
‘not member of national society’ thus — 
the rationale for confirming each QSO 
through the bureau is in doubt, Best 
Regards, Martti, OH2BH.” : 

Martti brings up a couple of very 
valid points. Remember that in many 
cases these days, a single dollar bill is 
not enough to cover return postage from 
outside the U.S. While it is less than 
$1 to send your card to the DX, it often 
requires $2 for your return. Secondly, 
if you work a lot of DX and you don’t 
have any envelopes on file with your 
incoming QSL bureau, please be sure 
to send some. It’s not uncommon for 
DXpeditions to “bulk QSL” every QSO | 
via the Incoming QSL Bureaus after all 
direct QSLs have been answered. If you 
have no envelopes on file at the bureau, 
you risk having your cards sent to the 
“circular file.” 


DXCC News 

Finally, speaking of QSLs, Bill 
Moore, NCIL, ARRL DXCC Manager, 
reports that the following operation is 
approved for DXCC credit: 

3V8SS — Tunisia; 2007 Operation 

9U@A — Burundi; 2007 Operation 

D2DX — Angola; 2007 Operation 


— That’s it for this month’s column. 
I look forward to hearing your com- 
ments, complaints or whatever is 
on your mind. Thanks to K3CHP, 
K4ZLE, the OPDX Bulletin and ARRL 
for providing additional information. 


If you have any DX information you — 


would like announced, please send 
the information at least two months 
in advance to nOvd@dxcentral.com. 
Until next time, see you in pileups! 
— NOVD. 
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Real Hams Do Code 


I 
I 
| Move up to CW with CW Mental Block Buster IIL 
1 Succeed with hypnosis and NLP. Includes two (2) 

} CDs and Manual, Only $29.95 plus $5.00 S/H US— 
1 

I 


FL add $2.10 tax. 800- items 


sae > 
f CALL AL MANAGER 
; 1A3A | 


_ IZ4DPV 


_ 3A/FSVKV_IZIEGT 
_ 3DA@VM_ ZS6AVM 
— 3DA®@WW _LZ3HI 


3V8SF IZ8CCW 
3V8SS bureau 
3W3W OK1DOT 
4L4WW ~=EA7FTR 
4N7N = YU7BPQ 
4UIWRC 4UI1ITU 
4X@C © W8HC 
4XOV AA4V 
5B/K3UY | RA3AUU 
S5R8FU SMS5DIZ 
— SR8RJ DJ7RJ 
SUSAU pirate 
5X4X | DF5GQ 
6F75A EA5SKB 
6V7G. EAIFDI 
6WI1RY F5VHJ 
6WI1SE JR2ZKDN 
6Y1V_ OH3RB 
6Y6C_ WIVE 
6Y9S | LU7DSY 
7Q7HB G@IAS 
, TWS3N 7X5VRK 
TZ\HL . DJ9ZB 
8N7TU JATYAA 
8P5A | NNIN 
8Q7AU HB9OAU 
8RIPY PY4KL 
9A735Z 9A2DM 
9AT3AA 9A2AA 
9J2BO G3TEV 
9K2K EA5KB 
*9M2CNC G4ZFE 
9M2GCN JH3GCN 
9M4DXX 9M2TO 
9M6LSC = JFISQC 
ON7TBV JAIPBV 
A35RK W7TSQ 
A45WG NISDX 
A7IBX EA7FTR 
AH@BT TLIFPU 
AH2R JH7QXJ 
AH6XX  K2WR 
AO3K EA3GHZ 
AO8A EA8AH 
BIZ EA7FTR 
BA4T BA4TA 
G3iit VE3EXY 
C4I LZ2HM 
C5@C OM2FY 
C52C OM2FY 
C6APR K3IXD 
C6AQW = WQSW 
C91IR CTIBXT 
CC@OY 9A2AA 
CE@Y/9A4K 9A2AA 
CE1W HAIAG 
CE4CT EAS5SKB 
CN2BC DL7BC 
CN2FB DK4VW 
CN2FF DK4VW 
CN2KT DK4V W 
CN2R W7EJ 
CN3A I2WIJ 
CN4P EASXX 
CO8LY EA7ADH 
CP6XE IK6SNR 
CT/EA7TV EA7TV 
CT9L DJ6QT 
CU2A OH2BH 
CX1TG IK2DUW 
CX6VM W3HNK 
D2NX JH7FQK 
D9K DS4NYE 
DKI5@HZ DH2ES 
DRIA DL6FBL 
DU6BG K6BG 
ESINOU N70U 


CALL MANAGER 


CALL MANAGER 


EEIE EAICBX 
EE2K EA2RKO 
_ EE2W EB2BXL 
EE3E EA3ELZ 
EEAE-"" =) EA4COT 
EESKB EASKB 
EG9VRC EA9GW 
EK@B SP9ERV 
EK3GM ~—_—IK2QPR 
EK6TA DJ@MCZ 
EK8SK SP9ERV 
ER@WW - UT3UA 
ET3JA OK3AA 
EX2X EASKB 
EY8CQ DJ1MM 
_EY8MM KIBV 
FM/K9ONW K9ONW 
FMIII ON4IQ 
FS/KIXM KQIF 
GSO G3VOU 
G6PZ GM4FDM 
GX@IPX G3JFS 
HC1HC NE8Z 
HC8N WSUE 
HE7@FG HB9FG 


HF5@SLO SP9PNB 
HF8@SLK SP9PNB 


HH2FYD F6FYD 
HI3C ON4IQ 
HI3CCP ON4IQ 
HI3K KB2MS 
HI3T ON4IQ 
HK3GXI EASKB 
HK30 HK3BVD 
HK3Q W2GR 
HQ9R KSWW 
HRIAAB- EA7FTR 
HR9/WQ7R_ ss AI4U 
“HS@ZDG K4YT 
HS35SEA HSICKC 
HV5@VR IW@GPN 
HZIGW GW@®RHC 
IF9A IT9ATF 
IGOR IK8HCG 
II8MM IZ8EPY 
1O4T IZ4JMA 
IQ9BF bureau 
IR2M IZ2FDU 
IR4X I4EAT 
IRSA IKSAFJ 
IRST IKSORP 
IR8Z IZ8GBH 
IROK IW9HLM 
IR9P IW9HMQ 
IR9OY . IT9ABY 
ISOT IN3ZNR 
TYTEY IK1QBT 
IY1TTM IWIRIK 
J28JA F5JFU .@ 
J37T VE3EBN - 
J3A WAIS 
J3K W8GEX 
J42T SV2BFN 
J42WT SV2HPP 
J48JJ HA7JJS 
J48NL HA6NL 
J48PL HA7PL 
J48PS HA6PS 
J48RT HA6NL 
J75/DK@RZ DKORZ 
J88DR G3TBK 


JW/G3SXW G3SXW 
JW/G3TXF G3TXF 


JW5NM ~—_— LASNM 
JW7QIA_——-LATQIA 
K6VVA/KL7 
N6AWD 
K7UGA _ K7BHM. 
KB7OBU/KH2 
JA3VXH 
KH7X K2PF 


KL8C N6AWD 
LR2F LU2FA 
LUIZV LU4DXU 
LU2FLN EASKB 
LX7I LX2A 
LZ119SIR. LZIKZA 
LZ26ZA LZIKZA 
MWSW M3SDE 
NH@DX/NH2 
JL3RDC 
NP4A W3HNK 
NQ4I K4PK 
OA4SS KBO6J 
OF3JF OH3JF 
OF8X OH6KN 
OH®B OH2BH 
OH@OR OH2PM 
ON9CMV N@HIZ 
P33W RA3AUU 
P3F G3NKC 
P4OA WD9DZV 
P4@PA W4PA 
P4OW N2MM 


PA2@NAFRASPAITT 
PA6@LIM PEINCP 


PA6Z PA9M 
PA75SM PA7JWC 
PI4COM = PASCAL 
PJ2T N9AG 
PJ4E WA4PGM 
PJ7/K1XM KQIF 
RV7AD/@ YTIAD 
SO6V SP6DVP 
SO6X SP6IXF 
SU9NC OM2SA 
SXSP SV5FRD 
T48K DKIWI 
T6EE KE6GFF 
TF3ZA KT6YL 
TI4CF W3HNK 
TISN W3HNK 
TM2S , FS5PED 
TM2T F6KDF 
TM2Y F6OBEE 
TM30SV FSJEG 
TS6A YTIAD 
TT8CF F4BQO 
TT8PK F4EGS 
TYSZR IK2IQD 
UEIRFF - UAIRJ 


UEIQCH RKIQWB 
UE3DDX/3 RZ3FR 
UEOWFJ RX9OWN 
UK80M IK2QPR 
UN7MMM EA7FTR 
UR4Z UY@ZG 


UT/OZSIPAOZSAAH 


TOROID CORES 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER | CALL MANAGER 
UZ1H UZIHZ VPSKE N4KE  Z29KM EA7FTR 
V26B KA2AEV VPST N2VW | Z33F IZ8FWN 
V26BZR W2BZR VP8DKX KA4KDZ* Z36T DJ@LZ 
V26CW . KM9M VP9I NIHRA | ZD7X WOMM 
V260C N30C VR2C WA4WTG ZD8N G3ZVW 
V31FB WSJON WP2Z KU9C ZL3A ZL3WW 
V8AQM  W3HNK WP3C W3HNK ZL4/G4EDG G4EDG 
V8FDM GM4FDM WP3R W3HNK = ZL4IR W8WC 
V8FEO MSAAV XE3RBA EB7AEY ZL7/DL2AH DL2AH 
V8FWP PA7FM XRSJA CESCOX  ZM2M ZL2AL 
V8FWU F5SCWU XU7AAJ IW3SNW_ ~ ZM4A ZL4AA 
VC2Z VE2BR XUTACJ ON6NP = = ZPOR ZPSAZL 
VE2IM VE3DZ XU7MDY OH4MDY ZS4U K3PD 
VE2Z VE3ZFE XVIX OKIDOT | ZS9X K3PD 
VK8NSB  VK6NE XWIA E21EIC. | ZXSJ AI4U 
VK9ANH DL2AH YK9SV SV1JG 

VPZ2EDE ~~ DL5CW YMOT TA2RC 

VP2EDM DMS5YL YRI25AV YO8AXP 

VP2MDG K2DM YT69@W YU7BCD 

VPSDX NU4Y YU3A YLT IY 

QSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 


7XSVRK Bou-Saada ARC, P.O. Box 300 HB, Bou-Saada 28200, Algeria 


9M2TO 
9N7JO 


Tambon Boot, Ban Ta Bong, Phimai, 


TH-30110 Nakhon Ratchashima, Thailand 


Tex Izumo, P.O. Box 125, GPO 10710, Penang, Malaysia 
Stig Lindblom, Thatsana Changphimai, 147/1 - Moo 3, 


B7P Weiwen Yang, P.O. Box 599, Foshan, Guangdong, 528000, China 


DK4VW 
FSCWU 
G4EDG 


Ulrich Mueller, Kreutzacker Str. 13, 35041 Marburg, Germany 
Flo Moudar, 25 Rue du Castel Salis, 37100 Tours, France 
Steve Taylor, 80 Nadderpark Rd., Exeter, Devon EX4 INX, UK 


GM4FDM Tom Wylie, 3 Kings Crescent, Elderslie, Strathclyde, PAS 9AD, 


Scotland, UK 
HK3BVD Mario Henao, COD 12, P. O. Box 02-5242, 


Miami, FL 33102-5242, USA 


HK3W 


Miami, Florida 33102-5242, USA 


OM2FY 


OZSAAH Ben Jakobsen, Gjethusparken 25, 
DK-3300 Frederiksvaerk, Denmark 


PA7FM 


ST2M 


Khartoum Airport 11112, Sudan 


SVIJG 
UK8AJ 
VE3ZF 


Ontario M9P 1A9, Canada 


YBOZZ 
ZC4LI 


$523 Dasaki Achnas, Cyprus 
UJ-UM QSL BUREAU P.O.Box 0, Tashkent, 100000, Uzbekistan 


Ferrite and iron powder cores. Free 
catalog and RFI Tip Sheet. Our RFI kit gets 
RFI out of TV's, telephones, stereos, etc. 


Model RFI-4 


$25.00 


+ $8 S&H U.S./canada. Tax in Calif, 
Use MASTERCARD or VISA 


= PALOMAR’ 

S OMAR 
BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 


e-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


Siso Hennessey, COD 9779, P.O. Box 02-5242, 


Branislav Daras, P.O. Box 6, Bratislava 28, 82008, Slovakia 


Dennis Robbemond, Loggerhof 11, 3181 NS Rozenburg, 
The Netherlands 
Magdi Osman Ahmed Abdelrahim, P.O. Box 2, 


Cliff Sacalis, P.O. Box 10, Kapandriti, 19014 Greece 
Rustam Karimov, P.O. Box 152, Tashkent, 100000, Uzbekistan 
Igor Slakva, 105 La Rose Avenue, PH # 1410, Etobicoke, 


P.O. Box Box 8000, Jakarta 11000, Indonesia 
Steve Hodgson, 4 Nikolau Michael Street, 


Duplexer and Split Boom. 


oe 


$439 


VIS Amateur Supply 
P.O. Box 284 a: 
Coffeeville, AL 36524 


Work SateHites with an HT ! 


146/4a7-lowBP <% 


NK 


Fitted Rollup Bag - $38 - >, 
Get them both... $175 @,¢ 


1-800-655-4267 - www.visradio.com 
{add $6 for UPS Shipping and Handling) 


\LA 3 tA 
f otf 


ba tigi tye JO : 2 4 
Go, RD RO OO 


Visit us on the web at: WwWw.wr6wr.com 
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xy) EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


years ago a reader sent me a rather 

scathing letter when I referred to 
our radios, microphones, batteries, and 
“stuff” as toys. He said these are “tools 
for emergency service, not toys!” I agree. 
My dad likes to fish and hunt. He derives 
a great deal of pleasure from his fishing 
gear. He likes to build his own poles and 
tie his own flies. One might call these 
toys. Yet to others who fish for a living, 
the various rods, lines, reels, nets, and the 
like are:tools of the trade. 

If I spent every waking hour either 
responding to or preparing for emer- 
gencies (where my radios would be my 
primary focus to render service) I might 
have a different perspective. But, I have 
a lot of radios. They are the focus of my 
hobby and I enjoy them. They are, to me, 
my toys and they can be used to be of 
service to others. 

OK, enough of my simple philosophy. 
I mention this, somewhat tongue-in- 
cheek, because we often use “emergency 
service” as our justification to buy new 
things. I visited an avid DX operator 
in Wyoming a year or two ago. He has 
a station and towers (plural) that rival 
those at any commercial station in the 
world. He mentioned being “ready and 
equipped” to help in an emergency. 
There are others, including me, who 
spend a great deal of money and time on 
equipment, usually defending our spend- 
ing as “being prepared for emergencies.” 
I don’t respond to a lot of emergencies, 
but it works well when I need to justify 
buying something new. 

Last week I broke down and joined 
the digital generation (read that: I bought 
an Icom D-STAR radio). It will be a 
week or two before I attempt my first 


[= toys. And so do you! A few 


Build a Better Antenna with DX Engineering! 


Antenna Kits & Accessories! 
* DXE-UWA: Center-T and End Insulators 
¢ DXE-ANTW: Pre-Cut or Bulk Antenna Wire 

: . When You 
* Coaxial Cable and Ladder Line Want The Best! . 
Secure Online Ordering: www. DXEngineering.com 
Order by Fax: 1-330-572-3279 24 hrs./7 days 


Order by Phone: 1-800-777-0703 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST 
Product Support Line: 1-330-572-3200 Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am-4:30 pm EST 


High Quality, Economical Wire ) 


/ 
ENGINEERING 


Tools or Toys? = = 


Jerry Wellman, W7SAR 


on-the-air contact. I’m not shy; I’m just 
overwhelmed by the technology. The 
instruction manual for the radio is some 
120 pages and the software to program 
the radio hasn’t arrived yet. On my first 
day of ownership my-eyes were sore and 
my fingers tired of pushing buttons in 
attempting to program the radio. It’s very 
complex. I have been assured by other 
users of this mode that once you get the 
radio programmed the operation, while 
still somewhat complex, it is something 
I can master. 

Complexity and progress is a wonder- 


rub some of you the wrong way. Let me 
preface it with this: There is no way I 
would advocate turning back the clock 
and operating with older and simpler 


was simple to use but I won’t trade it for 
my Icom or Yaesu. My first HF rig was 
filled with tubes. Several of them heated 
my shack to a nice warm temperature. 
Would I trade my newer Kenwood rigs 
and go back to my first radio? Not! 

But most of my newer radios don’t 
involve intricate programming and 
intense study — just to get on the air. I 
have many friends in Amateur Radio that 
will not have funds to spend on newer 
(and complex) modes and will not have 
the patience or desire-to spend a fair 
amount of time getting on board just to 
have a QSO. 


5 Amp Smart Battery Charger 
For Gel-Cell or Lead Acid Batteries 
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maintains large batteries 
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temperature tracking voltage 

reference and three mode 
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flow into the battery. Not a switcher! Low RF noise linear 
charger. Good for Radio Use. See review by W1ZR in 
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CA Residents add 7.75% sales tax. S/H: $12.50 to US 48 (insured) 
AK, HI and Foreign Orders, please contact us for details 
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AA Engineering 


2521 W. La Palma #K * Anaheim, CA 92801 
(714) 952-2114 » FAX: (714) 952-3280 


ful thing. What I’m going to say will 


gear. My first radio had six channels. It 


_ Some of them struggled with packet 


_ and often never even mastered entering 


the correct “MYCALL” parameter. Their 
TNCs are- gathering dust. They’re not 
going to try EchoLink or IRLP. APRS. 
discussions continue as to what are the 
best and correct settings for “the system” 
and we’re still not sure how they really 
work in emergencies. As with packet, 
I hear many who shout the praises for 


APRS in the time of emergency, but the 


jury is still out. During a recent gathering 
of operators, one asked the group about 
the status of the packet system. If it was 
such a great tool for emergencies, why 
have all the nodes and bulletin boards 
and stations gone away? 

I tend to agree with the intent of his 
question. Many modes have gained popu- 
larity and then drifted into esoteric use. 
But, here’s my point. There is one mode 
that continues today and is the main mode 
for emergency operations. Most of us can 
master it with a little practice and it con- 
tinues to serve us well. The mode? Voice. 


. Simply listening and then responding. We 


can use this mode while walking, while 
in a vehicle, while in the field; or in the 
comfort of an EOC or personal station. 
Having a radio that simply transmits this 
mode will continue to be our main selling 
point. Complexity is great until it gets in 
the way of simple, effective communica- 
tions (with enough users to actually staff 
an event quickly and reliably). 

I love the new modes. They add spice 
and fun to the hobby. Some, like single 
side band, develop into well-used and 
well-supported modes. Others, like 
packet, evolve into a less-used but appro- 
priate mode for some point-to-point 
applications, But try fielding several 
dozen packet stations on short notice! ’m 
not sure what my ever-beaconing APRS 
stations contribute to my emergency 
preparedness, but I remain optimistic and _ 
open-minded. After all, I’ve spent a lot of 
time and money on them — to be ready 
for an emergency. 

My opinion, with which and a couple 
of quarters you can buy a soda, is that 
D-STAR has good potential for emer- 
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ency u use. Some states ne Texas and 
Alabama are building quite a system. 


Other states have yet to implement their 


first repeater. One thing that may actually 
benefit the system is the complexity and 
cost. I am told that a fully functional and 
linked repeater site will cost $15,000. 
Radios start about $500 when you add in 
the software. When you spend this much 
on a radio system you tend to want to use 
__ itand spend the time to keep it functional. 
_ There are some great benefits, or so I’m 
told. P'll let you know in a few months, 
after I figure out how to program and 
properly use my new toy. 

Until then, I'll keep my analog gear 
ready to go, after all, I can go to most 
areas of the country and talk to some- 
one. There are still lots of repeaters. I’ll 
also continue to focus on my message 
handling skills, my NCS skills, and 
(most importantly) my listening skills. 
Even with a digital capability, I will still 
need to listen and accurately respond by 
voice. Let’s not forget, amid new modes 
and technology, that basic voice skills 
on analog radios remain our best com- 
munication product. 


Moving day 

Ihave a silly neighbor. He and his wifé 
have decided to move and buy a new 
home. They’ve lived across the street for 
five or so years and the lure of a brand- 
new house in a brand-new neighborhood 
has caused them to move out. In the past 
couple of months I’ve watched as he’s 
repaired his fence, manicured the yard, 
re-shingled the roof, fixed the sagging 
door, cleaned the carpets, painted a 
couple ‘of rooms, and done all manner 
of repairs. He’s got the house looking 
pretty good. One of his sons remarked 
at how nice the house is now that it’s all 
fixed up. 

This past summer I finished some 
interior changes to a wall and began 
changing our kitchen. We’ve lived in the 
same home for almost 20 years and have 
pretty much finished the whole house. 
We're most pleased with our maple trees 
that we planted about 19 years ago. In the 
‘last two or three years they’ve been large 
enough to shade the house and make it 
nice to sit in the yard. 


My neighbor, the one who is moving, - 


mentioned how nice our trees are. My 


next-door neighbor (who has been there 


21 years) remarked that he wishes he 
had some tall trees. Several neighbors, 
seeing me haul in some materials to fix 
my kitchen, asked if I was moving. No, 
I said, just adjusting the final room of 
the house (and most cuaeeive) to our 
own preferences. 

We're so silly. We clean and fix the car 
to sell it. We repair and get our houses 
clean to sell them. When we have a radio 
to sell, we carefully clean it. | bought an 


‘antenna from a fellow who spent a whole 


day cleaning it and replacing rusty and 
corroded bolts. He’d used it for years 
and fought some intermittent connec- 
tions — yet he cleaned it and repaired it 
only to sell it. 

When I look across the street, I wonder 
why my neighbor lived in a house for five 
years and didn’t spend the time to fix all 
the things that needed repair. He would 
say how the broken fence bothered him or 
that the broken door was such an incon- 
venience. But: here he is with the house 
on the market and he’s spending a lot of 
time and money to fix itall and he’ll not 
enjoy the fruits of his labors. 

I have no answers to our silly behavior. 
I have learned that it often takes less 
time to fix or maintain something than 
to replace it. I have also learned that my 
frustrations are less when I keep things 
clean and in working condition. I like 
working with other operators who show 
up with gear that is properly fused and in 
clean working order. Events seem to go 
smoothly when we take the time to take 
care of our gear. 


Stuff to consider 


I’ve added a small digital recorder to 
my grab-and-go bag. It is a tiny device 
and will record i2 hours. It is easy to 
use and I can quickly turn it on to record 
what’s happening either on the air or in 
an interview setting. There have been a 
number of events where I’d wished there 


was a recording either for documentation - 


or training. I am impressed with the small 
size and the audio quality as well as the 
ease of transferring the files to a laptop 
for archiving. 

A couple of other goodies have also 
made their way to my response gear. The 
first is a battery caddy. It holds batteries 
in a nice organized manner. You can 


Visit us on the web at: wwW.wr6wr.com 


find them at www.toolsaviation.com and 
they’re reasonably priced. These caddies 
also come in various colors and types. My 
needs have always been for AA batteries. 
If I store them the packages they came in, 
I would use one or two batteries and the 
remaining cells would come loose and 
roll around in my bag. It was difficult to 
find them and keep them handy. These 
battery caddies hold my cells in groups of 
four or twelve and taking one or two out of 
the caddy doesn’t free the rest of the cells 
to wander around in my bag of gear. 

Another item is a log book that’s small 
and weatherproof. You will find them at 
www.waterprooflogbooks.com and they 
come in a couple of styles. The material 
is a synthetic that allows you to write with 
any pen, pencil, or marker. 

Until next month, best wishes from Salt 
Lake City! 

— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 
reached by sending mail to: P.O. Box 
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147, or by 
sending e-mail to: ;jw@desnews.com © 
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EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS — 
EMCOMM for the 
new millennium 


by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, 
retired Chief, Igo-Ono Fire Department 


This very timely 24-page booklet details 
the role of Amateur Radio assistance in 
emergency situations. It deals with the 

organization of a response team, working 
with different types of communication, 
different organizations, preparedness kits, 
training, media relations, and working 
with other radio services. 


Submit your order online with payment 
by Visa, MasterCard or American Express 
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VHF, FM & REPEATERS 


Get Ready for a 


Geosync Repeater in Space 


t the AMSAT-NA Space Sym- 
A eesian in Pittsburgh, Penn- 

sylvania, AMSAT President 
Rick. Hambly, W2GPS, and VP of 
Engineering Bob: McGwier, N4HY, 
announced that AMSAT has been in 
consultation with Intelsat regarding 
an application of an Intelsat platform 
carrying Amateur Radio satellites into 
geosynchronous orbit. 

The Phase IV Lite Geosynchronous 
Payload is planned to consist of similar 
transponders already under development 
for the Phase 3 satellites. Accelerated 
development on the digital Advanced 
Communication Package is anticipated. 
The Intelsat geosynchronous platform 
would be able to provide the AMSAT 
Phase ['V Lite payload with approximately 
400 watts of DC power for 15 years. 

In addition to the on-orbit payload, 
AMSAT plans to develop an earth 
station attainable by the average Ham 
so that users can*immediately take 
advantage of the audio, digital messag- 
ing, and video services of the Phase IV 
bird. The Advanced Communication 
Package would be a self-contained earth 
station which could be sent with Ama- 
teur Radio communication teams or 
delivered to disaster areas to provide for 
24-hour-a-day, seven-day-a-week and 
365-days-a-year emergency commu- 
nications. These teams would be able 
to point a small dish at a predictable 
‘spot in the sky and immediately begin 
delivering disaster communication sup- 
port without depending on the vagaries 
of High Frequency propagation. 

A Phase I'V payload could also be used 
to provide a Tracking and Data Relay 
System Satellite — like relay of ARISS 
communications. The current 10-minute 
school contact could now be expanded to 
hours-long contact with the International 
Space Station. This opens possibilities 
for extended student involvement with 
experiments aboard the space station. 

So when will this happen? Nobody 
is quite sure. However Bob McGuier, 
N4HY, observed that the project is far 
enough along that AMSAT needs to 
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Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF 


The author’s Official NYC 
Emergency Communications badge 


begin planning engineering work and 
possible construction of a geosychronous 
payload so it is ready if Intelsat says they 
have a ride for it. 

As my late friend, NBC newsman and 
space enthusiast Roy Neal, K6DUE, 
might have said: Truly a new world of 
Amateur Radio in our lifetime! 


Digital Voice in an 
Analog World 

There’s an old farm adage that says, “If 
it looks like a duck, waddles like a duck 
and quacks like a duck, then the chances 
are it’s a duck.” Likewise, Hams involved 
in repeater communications have tended 
toward the belief that if you have this 
machine that listens for a signal on one 
frequency and that machine retransmits 
the signal on another frequency, that it 
is a repeater. 

This definition worked fine until the 
introduction of digital voice repeaters. 
I doubt anyone would have questioned 
it if not for the lack of spectrum for 
new machines in the nations highly 
urbanized areas where virtually every 
frequency pair in every designated 
repeater subband on every band is 
assigned to FM systems. These systems 
make up the bulk of all activity on the 
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VHF and UHF bands with the.remain- 


der dedicated to other narrow and 


wideband modes as defined by both the — 


FCC Part 97 rules and long-established 
voluntary bandplans. 


The problem for digital voice system — 


is that after close to a half century of 
operation, FM is entrenched. It controls 
the relay system activity in the repeater 
subbands and few if any analog FM 
repeaters are willing to pack up and 
move out to make way for anew APCO 
P25 or JARL-developed D-Star protocol 
digital voice system. So, what are Hams 


who want to experiment and implement: 


these newer modes to do? 

Well, when D-Star started really taking 
off about a year or so ago, somebody 
wanted to put up such a machine. He went 


to his local coordination council and was — 


told no frequencies were available. So 
he went to the FCC and described what 
D-Star did. He noted that due to the inher- 
ent Analog to Digital and Digital to Analog 


conversions, audio was not repeated in 


real time, but delayed by a second or two. 
Based on this, Bill Cross of the Rules 
Division concluded that a D-Star repeater 
(or any digital box) really wasn't a repeater 
and therefore did not have to operate in the 
repeater sub bands. And within short order, 
some D-Star machines began showing up 
elsewhere in the bands, especially in the 
overcrowded 2-Meter band. 

That might be all well and good if 
it were only D-Star and other digital 
repeaters that fell into this category. 
Unfortunately, many of today’s analog 
FM systems — especially those using 
RC-850 controllers — also include a 
slight audio delay to facilitate control 
or linking. And it soon became appar- 
ent that this opinion by Bill Cross could 
lead to a lot of problems on the VHF 
and UHF bands. And that got a lot of 
repeater coordinators concerned. The 
big question among many was, what’s 


to keep anyone with an FM repeater. 


that has audio delay from claiming its 
not a repeater and operating it anywhere 
and in any amateur spectrum he might 
choose? The answer was — nothing. 


a —<-- 


ross’s opinion had really opened up a 
n of RF worms. 
Enter the National. Frequency Coordi- 
nators Council. After debating the matter 
for several months as more and more 


_ digital voice systems took to the air, the 
majority of NFCC members agreed that 
it was imperative for them to let the FCC — 
_ know that they believe any device that 


retransmits an audio signal in near to real 


time is a repeater and should be treated 


as such. And in late September 2007 


it sent a letter to Bill-Cross expressing 
its collective view that be it analog or 
digital, a repeater is a repeater. 
Specifically, the letter states that the 
NFCC believes that any amateur sta- 
tion, other than a message forwarding 
system, that automatically retransmits 
a signal sent by another amateur sta- 
tion on a different frequency while it is 
being received, regardless of any delays 
in processing that signal or its format or 


‘content, is a repeater station within the 


meaning of paragraph 97.3(a)(39) of the 
FCC rules and should be treated as such. 
In practical terms, it means that D-Star, 
APCO 25 and any other repeatable digi- 
tal voice system that comes along would 
be restricted to operation in the FCC 
recognized repeater subbands. More 
important, it means that they could not 
simply set up shop on any frequencies 
that the system owner might choose to 
the detriment of weak signal, satellite or 
any other user of any Ham Radio band. 

This is an action lauded by groups like 


‘those just mentioned but likely will be 


condemned by those wanting to put up 
digital voice repeaters. Indeed, the vote 
within the NFCC was not unanimous. 
No matter: If the FCC finds itself agree- 
ing with the NFCC, then it will mean 
digital voice relay enthusiasts will have 
to get in line behind all of the others 
waiting for repeater pairs for their old 
line FM systems. 

But coordinators are not sitting there 
and saying “No” to the emerging digital 
technology. To their credit, the coordi- 
nation community is working very hard 
on ways to accommodate narrowband 
digital voice modes (not just D-Star, but 
other modes that have similar emissions 
characteristics). They have been doing so 
for a while now, and several plans have 
been provisionally adopted or are at least 
in the testing stages. So, my personal 
congratulations to those coordination 
councils and individual coordinators 


who are taking the point position on this 


. tide of changing technology. And I hope 


that in this instance that all coordina- 


tors come to agree on a single national 
standard — rather than again having to’ 


go through the patchwork of standards 
for band planning we saw in the late ’60s 
through the middle 1980s. 


Maybe it’s Time for 
Another BOM. 

Maybe it’s time for everyone; coor- 
dinators, the ARRL, the FCC and the 
magazine writers like this scribe to again 
travel to Charles, MO. for another Big 
Old Meeting as we did over a decade 
ago, with the topic being preparing for 
narrowband relay of digital modes. All 
parties get to talk face-to-face with the 
video cameras going agd the reporters 
taking notes, so it is all in the open as far 
as the Ham public is concerned. 

That was the turning point where 
after years of mistrust, the nation’s Ham 
community (those that are the user base 
of the thousands of repeaters) came 
to realize that coordinators were real 
people. That they were like themselves 
but dedicating their personal time and 
money to insure domestic tranquility on 
the VHF/UHF repeater subbands. 

Thanks to the magazines and Henry’s 
video camera, the Ham public got to see 
the process first-hand. And that coordi- 
nators might not agree all the time with 


one another or with the FCC or with 


the ARRL, but they were coordinators 
because they wanted do something posi- 
tive for Ham Radio. 


Brooklyn Ramblings 
I keep hearing stories that a lot of Hams 
get into Emergency Communications 


-work because it offers them a chance 


to wear a uniform and carry a badge. 
Whether or not these stories have any 
merit, I’ll not venture any guesses. I can, 
however, tell you that Hams involved in 
Emergency Communications work car- 
rying badges is not all that new. Here is 
my personal story: 

Back many years ago, when I was one 
of those “wet behind the ears whipper- 
snapper kid Hams” jn Brooklyn, I 
belonged to New York City RACES. Back 
then, the city of New York had a policy 
that anyone doing anything in any way 
connected to official city business carry 
a badge. So, at the tender age of about 


17, I was issued a silver-coated stainless- 
steel badge upon which was engraved my 
“tactical call sign” W2NEM 219. In the 
center was a small red-white and blue CD 
emblem of dynasties past. 

In those days I was WA2HVK and had 
no idea who W2NEM was — much less 
than that there were at least 219 of him. 
But every time we held a drill or visited 
the then “ultra top secret Brooklyn Bor- 
ough Control” (it was the Cold War and 
therefore we were all sworn to secrecy 
as to its location) — I proudly displayed 
my silver-painted steel badge bearing the 
call letters W2NEM 219. 

That badge is still around. Maybe the 
next time I visit “da Big Apple” I’1l see if 
it still gets me access tothe secret panel 
that leads through the secret passageway 
to the top secret stairwell that leads 
down to the airtight bunker wherein 
sat — and maybe still sits — a bright 
yellow 6 Meter Gonset Communicator 
II, its green “eye tube” glowing and the 
transmit crystal switch set on 50.400 
Me. (It has to be Mc. MHz had not been 
invented yet!) 

And if it’s still there, it’s likely turned 
on since the power “On-Off” switch was 
bad and someone had wired a jumper 
across it. So it just may be a radio of 
the past, awaiting its destiny in a future 
that will never, ever come to it because 
it’s likely I am one of the very few who 
remember it was there. 

As the great Steven Sondheim wrote 
for his Broadway show “Follies:” “Very 
young, but very old hat. Everybody needs 
to go through stages like that.” 


Or, in my 
case more like...: 


“W2NEM 219 this is net control 
W2NEM 200. Are you ready to pass 
your required weekly piece of mundane 
practice traffic? W2NEM 200. Over.” 

“W2NEM 200 this is W2NEM 219. I 
will be ready in a moment. First I need 
to put on my official NYC silver-painted 
RACES badge with the CD logo in the 
middle. W2NEM 200 this is W2NEM 
219 with my badge now on and ready to 
proceed. Over.” 

de WA6ITF 

— Bill Pasternak, WAGITF, receives 

mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, 
CA 91350. His 24-hour/day voice and 
fax line is 805/296-7180. He can also 
be reached by e-mail to billwa6itf@juno. 
com or wa6itf@arnewsline.org. © 
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Sharing: A OCWA Tradition 


Alan Pickering, KJIN 


part of the Statement of Pur- 
A pose of the Quarter Century 

Wireless Association reads: 
“...organized for the promotion of 
interest in Amateur Radio communica- 
tion and experimentation...” 

With no further explanation of the 
meaning of the words “promotion of 
interest,” QCWA members are left with 
the task of discovering for themselves, 
in communication with others, just 
exactly what it is that we do when we 
are engaged in the “promotion of inter- 
est” in our service/hobby. What we do 
as QCWA members is therefore “shar- 
ing” with each other the rich traditions, 
standards of courtesy and behavior, 
and expectations of the mutual benefits 
that accompany membership in this 
elite group of those licensed 25 years 
or more ago. 

There is an old, old story told to 
those who are beginning to get the 
spirit of Amateur Radio about a man 
who finds himself observing the 
behavior of the group he has been 
invited to join, divided exactly in 
half, edch half of the group occupy- 
ing a separate room for their meeting. 
Before each group there are plates of 
food, abundant in quantity and of the 
highest culinary quality. Each member 
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of each group has a spoon with a two- 
foot-long handle, and each person 
seeks to use that spoon to partake of 
the food placed before them. 

One group is totally frustrated 
by the long-handled spoons, which 
make it impossible for all but a few 
to reach and capture a’ portion of the 
food lying there before them and then 
carry that food to their mouths. The 


. spoon handles are just too long for the 


job of self-service that is required. So 
they are not only frustrated, they are 
starving while at the same time they 
are surrounded by plenty. 

The other half of the group are, 
however, fully successful in capturing 
the food before themselves, and are 
happy and well fed. This group has 
learned the lesson of sharing, as each 
person feeds not’ himself, but rather 
feeds the person across the table from 
him. The long handles on the spoons 
facilitate this sharing of the repast 
that is theirs to enjoy. Sharing is the 
secret to their abundance — a long 


The NorCal 40A 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But the 
NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 
features and big-rig performance. 

Open up most QRP rigs and you'll 
find a rie nest of wires. Open up a 
‘40A-a snap with our quick-release 
latches-and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular QRP rigs, the ‘40A. 
posted the best receiver sensitivity 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, ,crystal filter 
and ultra-stable VFO, the 

‘40A is a joy to operate. 


http://www.fix.net/~jparker/wild.html 
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QCWA tradition. ji 

A friend of mine recounted a varia- 
tion of this old story when he told me 
about going with a group of friends to 
eat at a “Chinese Bistro.” It turns out 
that the Chinese Bistro was really not 
anything very unique, except that the 
food was served “family style,” which 
meant that everyone ordered what they 
preferred in the way of a main entrée 
dish, which then had to be shared with 
everyone else at the table. So you can 
imagine the surprise of several in the 
group when the food was delivered and 
distributed among the guests without 
any apparent connection to who had 
ordered what. Thenythe meal com- 
menced when the food was rotated 
around the table so that all could take 
or leave from any dish as it passed by. 
So there you sit, with a nice plate of 
fried rice in front of you, and the sum 
gum that you ordered sits across the 
table in front of someone else. But 
once the rotation of the serving dishes 
begins, if you are willing to be patient, 
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P.O Box 3422, Joplin, MO 64803-3422 (417) 782-1397 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 


NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KC1 Keyer.and Morse- 
output Frequency Counter. The KC1 is 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KC1's 
message memory and Iambic A and B 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The '40A and 
KCl together draw only 20mA on 
receive! Please call or write for more 
details. 


NorCal 40A $139 
KCl $ 4 


(shipping additional) 


i ae wes 


your sum gum will come e by and you 

_ can serve yourself at that time. Looking 

_ for an acronym to call this procedure, I 
came up with the letters SOME, which 
mean “Sharing Our Meals Enroute.” 
Everybody gives some and everybody 
gets some because everybody shares 
«some. Neat, huh? 

We don’t often give it much though on 
a daily basis, but I believe that “sharing” 
is at the core of the values espoused 
by the world of major. sports activities 
when they are their best and brightest. 

Would there be a National Basket- 
ball Association had not Dr. James 
Naismith, the pioneer inventor of 
this game, not been willing to freely 

“share” his game, its rules, and its 
structure and scoring with a world far 

. beyond little old Springfield College, 
Massachusetts, with no compensation 
or reward for himself alone? Or, in 
another great leap forward, how about 
Ralph Smedley, whose career as Edu- 
cation Director of the Santa Ana, Cali- 
fornia, YMCA changed dramatically 
with his organization of Toastmasters 
International in 1924? 

Again and again, professional sports 
and: wireless:communications have 
been marked by just such a “freely 
received and freely given” attitude 
of so many pioneers and inventors, 


i) 


whose efforts were shared with all 
other enthusiasts with no thought 
of immediate financial reward. The 
QCWA has been among the forefront 
of those Amateur Radio operators who 
freely gave of their time, their talents, 
and their treasure to advance the state 
of the art and make public service 
_a major thrust of their chapters and 
affinity groups. 

We are now, according to my calen- 
dar, right at the peak of the season that 
several of the major religions identify 
as that time of the year for the gener- 


- ous sharing of love, support, and gifts 


between friends and families. Deeply 
rooted in our American holiday tradi- 
tions are the sharing of thoughts, cards, 
and letters of good will. 

Therefore I urge all QCWA Chap- 
ters and individual members to renew 
their efforts at building bridges and 
sharing information and knowledge, 
training and teaching. Our challenge 
is to share our vast array of knowl- 
edge, experience and perspective 
gained through 25 or more years. 
Those who will follow in our footsteps 
need to have at close hand all that we 
have acquired. Our responsibility is 
to not only grasp such opportunities 
for sharing, but to energetically create 
new opportunities to share what 25 


years of operating can mean for the 
future of Amateur Radio in general 
and the QCWA in particular. 

Long-handled spoons and Chinese 
bistro family meal service aside, as 
Amateurs we are all in this together, 
no matter what modes or methods of 
wireless communications we most 
enjoy. We have an important message 
to give to the world out there: one that 
underlies all that we do. That message 
is found in the QCWA’s long tradition 
of sharing what we have and what we 
do and what we are: 

We are the proud, the elite, and the 
many — we are the QCWA! Until 
next time, 73 and Happy Holidays, de 
Alan, KJON. 

— Alan Pickering, KJ9N, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 31860 
Taylor Grade Rd., Duette, FL 33834; 
or by e-mail sent to: kj9n@arrl.net. 


NATIONAL RF, INC. 


MAKE HIGH QUALITY COMMERCIAL | AMATEUR REPEATERS 


KOF-121 
ICF-121 COMMERCIAL mobile radio VHF, 50 Watts, 136-174MHz, ‘ICF-221 
128 Channel, CTCSS-DCS. Mutimode, “ghia ent ao auto ID. 
(tone, 2 tone encode}... oe Call 
ICF-1218 Same but 8 Channels (n no display)... ..Calt 
ICF-221 COMMERCIAL mobile radio UHF, 45 Watts, ‘440-490MHz, 
128 Channel, CTCSS-DCS. Mutimede, alphanunieric display, auto ID. 
(Stone, 2 tone encode} C 
ICF-221S Same but 8 Channels { no display ) 


ICF-4218 


1TS-10-KIT1 Build Your Own Repeater !! 
Interface for {COM repeaters, Interconnection between 2 
ICOM F121 221 radios. No soldering required. 


a) Single repeater b) Bidirectional repeater 
c) Cross band repeater 

d} Any parameters 

Programmable by: software. 

SOPC1122. Programming interface kit You can program ICOM 
mobile 121/221 Series commercial radios. 

HORE 8, PGES scascststataen biaiightasss or otaebe nest vssrcvenes=« 


| ASK FOR YOUR COMPLETE FREE CATALOG!!! 
(WHOLESALE — ONLY FOR DEALERS) 


a sae, A, aah a La 


Min "Er CP MYT 


wew.epcom.net epcom@epcom net 


O 
ICOM 


$35.06 


SAN DIEGO, CA, 92184, U.S.A, 
PH. (619) 661-9160 FAX 661-9159 
2105-07 NW 79th Ave. 
Miami (Doral), FL 33122 
PH (305) 889-1127 FAX 639-3351 


1830 PAISANS DR 
H, {815} $33-5119 FAX 542-4701 
MeL PASO, TX, 79901 U.S.A, 
Toll Free 888-533-5119 


VECTOR-FINDER 
Handheld VHF direction 
finder. Uses any FM xcvr. 
Audible & LED display. 
VF-142Q, 130-300 MHz 
$239.95 

VF-142QM, 130-500 MHz 
$289.95 


DIP METER 


Find the resonant 
frequency of tuned circuits 
of resonant networks—ie 
antennas. 

NRAM-2, with 1 coil set, 
$219.95 

NRM-2D, with 3 coil sets 
(1,.5-40 MHz), and 
Pelican case, $299.95 
Additional coils (ranges 
between 400 kHz and 70 
MHz avail.), $39.95 each 


ATTENUATOR 
Switchable, 

T-Pad Altenuator, 

100 dB max - 10 dB min 
BNC connectors 
AT-100, $89.95 


DIAL SCALES 


The perfect finishing 
touch for your homebrew 
projects. ‘/4-inch shaft 
couplings. 

NPD-1, 3%/4x 2°/s inches 
7:1 drive, $34.95 
NPD-2, 5'/ex 3%/e inches 
8:1 drive, $44.95 
NPD-3, 5’/ex 35/5 inches 
6:1 drive, $49.95 


S/H Extra, CA add tax 


NATIONAL RF, INC 
7969 ENGINEER ROAD, #102 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92111 


858.565.1319 


FAX 858.571.5909 


www.NationalRF.com 


Visit us on the web at: WWW.wr6wr.com 
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YOUTH FORUM 


The kids will love the fun experience 
of “‘tasting” electricity. 


my last column about having fun 

with lemons in the Ham Radio class, 
that I decided to serve up some more. 
For those of you who wrote to me about 
trying these demos with your grandchil- 
dren or with your classes, please be sure 
to share your experiences by letting me 
know how the demo went. Young people 
are the future of our hobby and service 
so let’s spread the high motivational les- 
sons and demos around. 

Going back to “Super Science Experi- 
ments by Muriel Mandell” and “Elec- 
‘tricity — Science Activities by Graham 
Peacock” there are several experiments 
and demos that require the use of a gal- 
vanometer. A galvanometer is an instru- 
ment designed to detect electric currents. 
Your students may enjoy making a 
simple one of their own or using one that 
you provide. The materials you will need 
to make a simple one are: a compass, 
15 feet (4.5 m) of bell wire and a small 
rectangular cardboard box. 

Procedure: place the compass in the 
center of a small cardboard box. Scrape 
off about 1/2-inch (1 cm) of insulation 
from each end of the bell wire. Starting 
about 6 inches (15 cm) from one end, 
wind the wire tightly around the box, 


| received such a terrific response to 


Carole Perry, WB2MGP 


Making their own compass can be an 
enrichment part of the lesson. 


circling it about two dozen times. Leave 
another 6 inches (15 cm) of wire free on 
the other side of the box. 

Rest your galvanometer on the table 
so that it is horizontal, and turn it until 
the compass needle is parallel to the 
coil of wire. 

Attach the bell wire ends to the wires 
of the lemon cell we made last time. 

If you really want to do a hands-on 
project, have the children make their 
own compass. Materials needed: a 
needle, a magnet, a dish of water, and 
a cork 1/4 to 1/2-inch (1/2 - 1 cm ) 
thick. Procedure: Magnetize the needle 
by stroking it at least 50 times in one 
direction with either pole of the magnet. 
Float the cork in the dish of water. Care- 
fully center the needle on the cork. 


www.thesignman.com 
1-888-426-8241 


BADGES - CAPS - LICENSE PLATES & FRAMES 


The SignMan of Baton Rouge 
rick@thesignman.com 
P.O. Box 84107 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884-4107 
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S1V940 - SSHOLVd 


COLOR BADGES, DESKSTANDS, KEYCHAINS, MUGS 


Specializing in SKYWARN, EM, 
RACES, ARRL, ARES & CD Items 


A Taste of Electricity ae a 


; ‘ : + 


You can provide a galvanometer ae 
have the children make their own. 


I call this my grande finale or “A 
Taste of Electricity.” If you touch the 
two wires that you’ve inserted in the _ 
lemon to your tongue at the same time, 
you will taste something metallic and 
feel a slight tingling sensation. You are 
tasting and feeling electricity!!! The 
students absolutely LOVE doing this. 
However,’ times being what they are 
today, I strongly suggest that you do 
the following ahead of time. 1. Let a 
supervisor or your principal know what 
you plan to do. 2. Send a brief descrip- 
tion of the experiment home ahead of 
time for parents to see. Have the paper 
brought back signed. 

If any children or parents are uncom- 
fortable with the tasting part of the 
demo — that’s fine; let them observe the 
others. Sometimes I even video tape the 
event so that I can show it to the kids 
before we actually do it. It really is a 
fun experience. 

Once again, I invite you to let me 
know how YOUR demos work if you 
try these. 

It’s that time of year again! I am now 
interviewing prospective speakers for 


‘the May ’08 Dayton HamVention Youth 


Forum. If you know of any enthusiastic 
and accomplished young hams who 
would be interested in speaking at my 
forum, please have them contact me. 

The illustrations are by Dave Garbot 
from the book “Super Science Experi- 
ments, by Muriel Mandell;” Sterling 
Publishing Co. 

— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 
be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 
ix.netcom.com. & 
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


ARIZONA 


' Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) rptr. 
PL162.2 4/08 


Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. Meets 
7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ SAV Build- 
ing. Nets daily on 40M. Weekly on 2M, & 20M 
in the summer. Come join us for breakfast 
every Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact Gene WOKAD, 
214 N. Crocodile Rock Dr., Green Valley, AZ 
85614 or 520/207-4706 or theschou@cox. 


net. 12/08 


. Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). P.O. Box 
42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. Ctr., Grant & 
Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: Ron, N7SPW, 
520/889-2998. ; 4/08 


CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC., P.O. Box 1094, Pine 
Grove, CA.95665. Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr., 229 NY Ranch 
Rd., Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 146.835 

10/08 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 1334, 
Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., 3644 Avtech Pkwy, 
Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 7:30 p.m. 
on 146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.qsi.net/arca. 
Testing every 2nd Sat., of even months, info: 
530/244-6456. 4/08 


Antelope Valley ARC, K6@X meets at 
7:30 p.m 1st Thurs. each month at Larry 
Chimbole Cultural Ctr. (next to Palmdale 
Library) 38350 Sierra Hwy., Palmdale, CA.. 
Weekly net 8 p.m., Wed. 146.73 (-) pl 100.0. 
Monthly VE exams. Contact Gary Mork, 
661/948-8317; visit our website www.avarc. 
org or email kK60x@arrl.net. 2/08 


Catalina Amateur Rptr., Assn. P.O. Box 
425, Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd 
Sat. (even months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown 
Buffet, corner of Knott & Lincoln Ave., Buena 
Park, CA. Rptrs: AA6DP 147.09(+), 224.42(-) 
PL 110.9 on Catalina Island; www.cara.nu 

12/08 


Contra Costa Communications Club, Inc., 
WD6EZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El Sobrante, 
CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun./monthly 
(except May & Dec.),.8:00 a.m., Denny’s, El 
Cerrito, CA. 145.110, 224.300, 444.275w/ 
PL 82.5 Info: Victoria Thompson, KE6FSU, 
510/724-4966. 9/08 


Downey. ARC Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 pm. Meetings are at The 
First Baptist Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, 
CA 90240. Info. K6tu@compuserve.com Nets: 
Tues. 7 p.m., 445.640(-) pl-156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex, www.downeyarc. 
org. 9/08 


East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Appian Wy, El 
Sobrante, CA. Info: 510/233-7509, w6cus1@ 
juno.com. 6/08 


Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 7PM, 
Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, Cedar and Shields 
in Fresno. Net Sunday 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R 
146.94(-) pl 141.3 HZ. Tech net Wednesdays 
at 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R., www.w6to.com, or 
call Steve 559/392-4058.; na6g@w6to.com. 

$ 2/08 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, Wil- 
domar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Rancho Cal. Boardroom, 42135 
Winchester Rd., Temecula, CA. Rptr: 146.805 
(-) PL 100. Info: Bill Smith, 951/678-9120. 
E-mail: smith5365@verizon.net, web: www. 
gtarc.net 2/08 


Independent Radio Club, WA6IRC meets 
7 p.m., last Friday of the month, Lamplighter 
Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys, 
CA. We are a family-oriented radio club whose 
members are interested in all aspects of Ama- 
teur Radio. Check out our weekly nets Tues. 
6 p.m. & Thur. 8 p.m. on 445.340 (-)PL 103.5 & 
224.480 (-)PL 110.9. More info, www. ircradio. 
org or 3624 Foothill Blvd., #1, La Crescenta, 
CA 91214. 


12/08 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, On- 
tario, CA 91762 meets first Sat. monthly in the 
conference room at the Pomona First Federal 
Bank, 333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, CA 91761. 


Contact Chuck Sweeten AI6I, 909/623-2933; © 


ai6i@ca.rr.com for information. Talk-in 145.460 
PL 77.0 4/08 


Livermore Amateur Radio Klub (LARK) 
meets 3rd Sat/monthly 0930L at Livermore 
City Council Chambers, 3575 Pacific Ave., 
Livermore. Talk-in KQ6DI fptr 147.120 
+100Hz. Swap meet 1st Sun./monthly 0700L 
at Robertson Park. See website for more info: 
http://www. livermoreark. org 3/08 


Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafael, CA 
94903. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 
also every Sun., 8-11 a.m., Alto Clubhouse, 
27 Shell.Rd., Mill Valley, CA. Web: w6sg.net 

12/08 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box 23222, Pleas- 
ant Hill, CA 94523. Meets 3rd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 1035 
Carol Ln, Lafayette, CA. Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
147.06(+) PL 100Hz. License exams monthly, 
info: 925/288-1730. 12/08 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 


" monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 10725 


Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 7 p.m. 
147.015, www.ncarc.org. For info. e-mail 
president@ncarc.org 12/08 


North Hills Radio Club monthly meetings 
at 7:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday at the North 
County Corporation Yard at Elkhorn Blvd and 
Don Julio Blvd. in Sacramento. Field Day, an- 
nual picnic, code classes, antenna builds and 
more! Contact Maynard Wright, W6PAP; P.O. 
Box 417370, Sacramento, CA 95841-7370; 
916/726-1673; k6is@arrl.net; www.k6is.org. 

7/08 


Oakland Radio Communication Asso- 
ciation (ORCA) meets first Saturday of each 
month (no meeting July — weekend after 
Labor Day Sept.) at Oakland Fire Station #1 
OES Media Room (17th and MLK) weekly net 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 146.880 + 77. Talk-in 
on same frequency. www.ww6or.com, P.O. 
Box 21305, Oakland, CA 94620-1305, email 
wb6ner@arrl.net. 9/08 


Orange County ARC: meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Orange County Red 
Cross, 601 N. Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA. 
Talk-in 146.550 (S). Contact Ken Konechy, 
W6HHC, 714/744-0217; www.wé6ze.org 

5/08 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 2nd 
Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & dinner 
meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo’s Restau- 
rant, 1375 Petaluma Blivd., N, Petaluma, CA. 
Contact Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 707/431-8202. 

2/08 


MR ae ee OS 
River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./month- 


ly, 7:30 p.m., N. County Corp. Yard Facility, 
5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacramento, CA. 
Message Phone: 916/492-6115; www.n6na. 
org 12/08 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd St. 
& Stockton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. Info net, 
noon on rptr. W6AK/R 146.91(-). T. Preston, 
KQ6EO, 916/722-9358 or L. Ballinger, 
WAG6EQQ, 916/ 393-4775; www. ad Pa 


San Joaquin Valley ARS. meets 1st Fri./ 
monthly at 7:00 p.m. Talk-in 146.82 —600 
offset PL 141.3. Sun. net 6:30 p.m. VE test- 
ing sessions every quarter. Contact Carole/ 
W6TTF for more details, 559/288-7597 or 
w6ttf@amsat.org, website www.sjvars. eye 


Sequoia Amateur Radio Club meets 
the second Saturday each month (except 
December) at 9:30 a.m.-at the Kern River 
Valley Youth Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake 
Isabella, CA. VE exams follow at 11a.m. each 
month. For more information contact Mike, 
KA6IYS, 760/378-1028, www.sarg-krv.org Or 
sarg-krv@mchsi.com. 4/08. 


Sierra Foothills ARC. P.O. Box 1005, New- 
castle, CA 95658.:Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7:30 p.m:, Auburn Library (Beecher Rm.), 350 
Nevada St. Thurs. nets 7:30 p.m. 145.430(-) 
PL 162.2. Info: R. Kuepper, rkuepper@sbc- 
global.net. 2/08 


pVisit Your Local RADIO CLUB 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 116, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402; 707/579-9608. Meets 
4st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 Yulupa 
Ave., Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 7 p.m., 
W6SON. Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 88.5 www. 
sonomacountyradioamateurs.com 9/08 


South Bay Amateur Radio Association. 
Fremont, Newark, Union City - SBARA meet- 
ings, 2nd Friday of every month 1930 hours, 
local. The Washington Township Veteran’s 
Memorial Building, Niles District, Fremont. 
Second and E Streets. Visit www.sbara.org. 

5/08 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. PO. Box 
536, Torrance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memorial Hosp., 
3330 Lomita Blvd., Torrance, CA. Talk-in on 
W6SBA rpt. 224.38(-). Info: 310/328-0817; 
www.w6sba.org 12/08 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 Dennison 
Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The club house 
at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: KD6KMN, 
661/822-5995. www.ssars.net, 147.06(+), 
224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 144.390(S) connect 
to W6PVG-3. ARES nets 7 p.m. 147.51(S) 
Mon. 1/08 


Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 
4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police N/E area 
Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., Modesto, CA. 


* Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 145.390(-) PL136.5. 


4/08 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 
7:30 p.m. 2nd Wed monthly, Administration 
Building, Brackett Field, La Verne, CA, in the 
Pilot’s Lounge. Different guest speaker every 
month. Anyone may attend, Ham & non-Ham 
welcome! Club net Sun., 7:00 p.m., Mt Baldy 
Rpt. 145.440 MHz -600 PL 136.5; website: 
www.tcara.org, e-mail: K6agf@arrl.net 12/08 


www.saraclub.net 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club — 


station open to members and guests in the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM), 
Berth 84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA 
90731. Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (except 
Aug & Dec), 1900 local in the LAMM. All are 
welcome. Monitors 145.52 simplex Tue-Sat 
1000-1630 & Sun 1200-1630. 7/08 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victorville, 
CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7 p.m., 
Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana Rd., Apple Valley, CA. 
Talk-in 146.94(-), PL 91.5. Net Sun. 7 p.m. 
146.94), www.victorvalleyarc.com 12/08 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). P.O. Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 
7 p.m., St. James Anglican Church, 3209 Via 
Lido, Newport Beach, CA. Info: Russ, N6QZV, 
714/848-4501. 8/08 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 
4th Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red Cross 
Bldg., 11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA (VA Ctr. 
grounds). Net Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 147.195+, 
PL100, web: www.wa6ro. org 3/08 


Willits ARS, (WARS). P.O. Box 73, Willits, 
CA 95490. Meets 4th Monday at 7 p.m. at the 
Brooktrails Fire House 2 NW Willits, Attp:// 
www.k6mhe.com/wars. Talk-in: 145.130, PL 
103.5. 4/08 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly. Listen to our net on 146.085 
Mon. nights for info or call Herb Puckett, 
530/674-3648 or Clara Ansley, KC6JPP, 
530/742-2674. 


3/08 
COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
Meets 3rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Valmont 
Community Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 
61st St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.70(-) Info: 
BARC7@@arrl.net or www.gsl.net/w@dk/ 
11/08 


Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd Wed, 
7:30 p.m., St Joseph Episcopal Church, 11202 
W. Jewell, Lakewood, CO. Oldest club in 
Colorado (1917). Net Sun 8:30 p.m. 145.490 
rptr/100.0 ctess. wOtx@arrl.net; wOtx.org 

| 2/08 


CONNECTICUT 


Connecticut DX Association, (CTDXA). 
Meets at ARRL HQ, Newington, CT. 1st Wed. 
(except Summer) 7:30 p.m. Contact DanW- 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Englewood, 
FL 34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly 7:30 p.m. 
Englewood United Methodist Church, 700 
E. Dearborn St., Englewood, FL, Rm: Fel- 
lowship Hall. Info. Vic Emmelkamp, K4VHX, 
941/473-5560 or www.earsradioclub.org. 


11/08 


Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New Port 
Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 
7:00 p.m., San Clemente East Club House, 
6909 Tierra Verde St., Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 
146.67(-), 145.33(-), 444.650, serving all of 
Pasco County. 4/08 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, Port St. 
Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./monthly, St. 
Andrews Luth. Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. 
Info: R. Cox, 772/340-4319; www.qsi.net/ 

slara or 146.955-. 4/08 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society (CARS) 
meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m.; Southside 
Firestation #1, 10703 White Bluff Road, Sa- 
vannah, GA. 146.700(+) PI. 100;147.210(+) Pl 
100; 147.330(+) Pl 100. Steve Jonas, K4SDJ; 
912/355-6522, www.k4nix.com 7/08 


North Fulton Amateur Radio League 
meets at Alpharetta Fire Station #1, 2970 
Webb Bridge Road, Alpharetta, GA 3rd Tues 
@ 7:30 p.m., 145.470. 5/08 


Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for breakfast 
in Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov at the 
Sizzler Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. Contact 
1/08 


John KiER, 808/484-9748. 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., monthly, 
7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire Station Number 
5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in.is usually 147.33 MHz 
+0.600. ARRL affiliated club number: 1271. 
Club web page is www.k9bar.org. 10/08 


Dupage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, 
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. Meets 4th Mon., 
7:30 p.m.(no meeting in July and Dec.), Holy 
Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond Ave., Clar- 
endon Hills (NE corner 55th St. & Richmond 
Ave.) Net Sun., 9 p.m. on 145.43. W9DUP. 
rptrs: 145.43(-) 107.2PL, 442.55(+), 114.8PL, 
224.68(-); 110.9PL; www.w9dup.org. Con- 
tact James Fox, KC9GBX, 630/325-8620, 
kc9gbx@aol.com. 3/08 


Fox River. Radio League, www-frri.org. 
Open meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center basement, 150 W. Illinois Ave., Aurora, 
IL 60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 103.5 
Hz), 444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 114.8 Hz, IRLP), 
2M net Tue. 7:30 p.m., except 2nd Tue. P.O. 
Box 673, Batavia, IL 60510-0673. 11/08 


Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 3508, 
Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7 p.m. at Red Cross Chapter House, 311 W. 
John Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, IL. Superfest 
each Sept..-Rptrs: 147.075(+) & 146.85(-). 
Web: www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: w9Quvi@arrl.net. 
Voice mail: 309/692-3378. 12/08 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 
Schaumburg, IL 60168-0251. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg Com- 
munity Recreation Center, located at 505 N. 
Springinsguth Rd., which is the intersection 
of Bode and Springinsguth roads. Usually a 
presentation follows our normal club meeting. 
See website for more details http://www. 
n9rjv.org, David Dietrich, 847/798-5248; sarc. 
membership@yahoo.com. 1/08 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson and Ellis 
streets) in Wheaton. All are welcome. See our 
website at www.w9ccu.org for all club info 
or call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest each 
January. Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2, 444.475 (+) 
114.8. 9/08 


York Radio Club meets at 8 p.m. on the 
Third Friday of every month at the City of 
Elmhurst Fire Training Facility, 910 N Ad- 
dison, Elmhurst, IL 60126 Talk in 442.875 
+ 5 PL 114.8. For Information — Les Otto, 
630/833-7371. 4/08 


Visit us on the web at: WWW.wr6wr.com 
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IOWA 


Cedar Valley Amateur Radio Club meets 


on the second Thursday of each month in 
the Kenwood Park United Methodist Church 


in Cedar Rapids, IA at 7:30 pm. Last minute © 


updates on WOGQ 146.745 or go to http:// 
www.cvarc.'f.org. 5/08 


KENTUCKY 


Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio Club 
(NKARC). We meet the needs of Amateurs 
in the Tri-State area of Kentucky, Ohio, and 
Indiana. Our clubs meets on the second Mon- 
day of every month at the Turkeyfoot Middle 
School in Edgewoad, KY at 7:30 p.m. We also 
offer Ham Radio exams at 6:00 at the same 
location and on the same day of the meetings. 
We have weekly Net meetings on Tuesday at 
7:30 on the 147.255(+/123.0) repeater and 
are Echolink enabled (node #323896). Please 
check out our web site for more information. 
Contact Robert Kluck, N4IJS, n4ijs@insightbb. 
com; www.k4co.org. 9/08 


LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./monthly, 
7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 8833 
Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA. Net: 
146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. www.brarc.org 
e-mail: brarc@cox.net 7/08 


Delta DX Association ARC meets on our 
repeater every Tuesday night at 8:00 p.m. 
local time. At 147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 
67. Contact John Uhl, W5ZE, 504/347-0272 
for info. Or at w5ze@cox.net, And on our club 
website www. deltadx.net. 3/08 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell 
meets the first and third Thursdays of each 
month. 7:30 p.m. at the Emergency Commu- 
nications Building at 4th and Cousin Streets 
in Slidell. Everyone Welcome. Net: 147.27 pl 
114.8 every Friday at 7:30 p.m. Club website: 
www.w5sla.net, email: wSpy@arrl.net. 5/08 


Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the Calais 
Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise Circle, Calais, 
ME, 04619, third Sunday of each month, 
6:30 p.m.. Contact Mike Breckinridge N1JXP, 
207/454-8571. 9/08 


MARYLAND 


Historical Electronics Museum ARC (HE- 
MARC) meets 2nd Thurs/monthly 6:00 p.m. in 
the museum, corner of Nursery Rd. & Elkridge 
Landing Rd. (Next door to the BWI Marriott). 
P.O. Box 746, Mail Stop 4015, Baltimore, MD 
21203. Info: Jim Smith N3ZPS; 410/646-3959, 
w3gr@arrl.ner/w3hem@arrl.net, www.qsl.net/ 
w3gr/ 5/08 


Maryland Mobileers, ARC, (MMARC). 
PO. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 1st 
Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein Public 
Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore Annapolis 
Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Info net Mon. 
8:30 p.m.146.805(-), tone 107.2 Hz http:// 
www.mobileers.or 12/08 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
(except July/Aug) at Newton Police Hats., 
1321 Washington St., Newton. Talk-in: 
145.23MHz (-) PL 88.5, www.barc.org, email: 
w1bos@arri.net. 12/08 


Hampden County Radio Assoc. (HCRA) 
meets at 7:30 p.m., 1st Fri/Sep-June, Feed- 
ing Hills Congregational Church, 21 North 
Westfield St., Feeding Hills, MA 01030 (next 
to Dunkin Donuts). Visit www.hcra.org for 
meeting topics, maps, Ham class info, contact 
information and more. 3/08 


Wellesley Amateur Radio Society (WARS), 
meets mthly 3rd Tues. (except July & August), 
7:30 p.m. at Kingsbury Room, Wellesley Po- 
lice Station, 485 Washington/Street (Rt 16), 
Wellesley, MA. Net Weds. 8 p.m.on W1TKZ 
repeater 147.030 MHz+600 kHz, also 444.600 
MHz+5NHz (PL tone 88.5Hz) linked on 2M 
147.030+600 kHz W1TKZ repeater. Website: 
http://wars.krl.com/. 3/08 


Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 
3rd Tuesday of the month during school year. 
7:30 p.m. Davison High School, 1250 N. Oak 
Rd., Davison, MI 48423; www.qs/.net/w8acw/, 
e-mail: kK8/ig@comcast.net. 10/08 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. P.O. 
Box 1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 1st 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette County 
Health Department, R. Schwenke, N8GBA, 
906/249-3837; www.qsl.net/k8lod 12/08 


L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club: Meeting place: 
L’Anse Creuse High School, on Reimold, just 
off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; club repeater; 
annual Fox Hunt. Contact L.C.A.R.C. Box 


~ 180072, Utica, MI 48318-0122; n8ic.org. 
4/08 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K8OAR) meets 1st 
Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp Hall, 2441 
Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, Prescott, MI. 
VE exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 7 p.m. Mon 2M 
net 9 p.m. 146.940. www.k8oar.com 2/08 


MINNESOTA 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 
7 p.m., Radio Club Bldg., 401 4th St..N., Waite 
Park, MN 56387. Info: 320/255-1410, 146.94 
or 147.015 or www.wOsv.org/. 4/08 


MONTANA 


Yellowstone Radio Club, Billings Mon- 
tana, http://www.k7efa.org/, meets each 3rd 
Monday except July-August. 7:30 pm North 
Park Center 19th and 6th Ave., N. Contact 
on 147.36/100Hz tone. WB7WVO, JR, Sec. 
406/655-4293. 7/08 


NEVADA 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson Valley 
United Methodist Church, 1375 Centerville 
Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. Uebele, 
WWZ7E, 775/265-4278; ww7e@arri.net, Rpt. 
147.330 MHz. 1/08 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Port City ARC, (PCARC),W1WQM. P.O. 
Box 1587, Portsmouth, NH 03802. Meets 
ist Wed./monthly (Sept.-June), 7:30 p.m., 
Piscataqua Fish & Game Clubhouse, end of 
Tuttle Lane, Greenland. Rptr. 145.150(-) PL 
127.3, 110.9, 88.5; Info: Rick Miller, nizxz@ 
5/08 


arrl.net; www.w1wqm.org 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets 
1st Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth 
MARS Station, Eatontown, Nu. Info: B. Buus, 
W2O0D, 732/946-8615. 7/08 


Gloucester County ARC, meets 8:00 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of every month. Pfe- 
iffer Community Center Blue bell Rd. and Main 
St., Williamstown, NJ 08094. Contact David 
MacDonald, WB3JOY, P.O. Box 370, Pitman, 
NJ 08071; 856/358-2952, dmacdonald1@ 
Comcast.net; http://users.tellurian.com/Fred- 
die/w2mma/ 10/08 


North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NADXA). 
P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 07720. 
Jersey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, KC2Q, 
732/927-0171; kc2q@arrl.net; nadxa@juno. 
com; wr2dx@yahoo.com. 8/08 


NEW YORK 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawan- 
das, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawanda, 
NY 14120. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly (except 
Jul, & Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney Hose Co., 
499 Zimmerman St., No. Tonawanda, NY. 
Talk-in: 146.955(-) PL 151.4 rptr. W2SEXx, 
http://w2sex.org 4/08 


Hall of Science ARC. PO. Box 150131, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01 111 
St., Flushing Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. Rptr. 
444.200 PL 136.5. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/08 


NYC Amateur Radio Emergency Comm. 
Srv. Public Service is our specialty. Train 
during non-emergency events to prepare 
for when we’re needed. The organization is 
led by those experienced as leaders dur- 
ing NYC emergencies during the past two 
decades (9/11, 2003 Blackout, etc). Annual 
Citywide meeting every Dec. Monthly meet- 
ings in eaeh Boro for local members. Weekly 
net is on 441.100/136.5 PL every Mon. at 
8:30 p.m. Contact: Charles Hargrove, N2NOV, 
445 Clove Road, Staten Island, NY 10310, 
718/876-7929, n2nov@nyc-races.org, www. 
nyc-arecs.org 5/08 
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 440,150(+). 


Orleans County ARC, (OCARC). Meets at 
the Orleans County EMO 14064 W. County 
House Rd., Albion, NY 14411, 2nd Mon./ 
monthly 7:30 p.m. Contact: Marion Toussaint, 
KA2BCE, 585/798-0861. 8/08 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police 
Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, 
NY. Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yon- 
kers, NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 146.865(-), 
3/08 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC meets 


8rd Tue.- odd months-UNCW, even McDaniel ° 
- Farms, 614 S. College Rd., Mon. ragchew 


9:00PM 147.180+(open). ARRL Affiliate. VE 
Test Sessions 10:00 a.m., 2nd Sat even mos 
@UNCW. See Web Page @ www.ac4rc.org. 
Info: Bill AG4PA, 910/793-3631. 4/08 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio So- 
ciety (CFARS) meets 3rd Mon/monthly 
7:30 p.m. at Methodist College, 401 N, 
Fayetteville, NC. VE test sessions 2nd Sat/ 
odd months/9 a.m. at Methodist College. 
K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 449.40/444.40, 
W4EBM on 52.81/53.81, WA4FLR Fort Bragg 
147.93/147.33, ARRL Special Service Club, 
P.O Box 36106, Fayetteville, NC 28303. 

2/08 


Orange County Radio Amateurs meets 
monthly 2nd Mon. at 7:30 p.m. at Sunrise 
Church, 1315 New Hope Trace, Chapel Hill, 
and weekly Sat. at Hillsborough Bojangles, 
330 S. Churton St., abt 9:30 a.m. W4UNC/R 
on 442.150 (131.8) Contact Dave Snyder 
W4SAR, 4505 Gov Hunt St., Efland, NC 
27243; 919/644-8681, www.qsi.net/w4unc/ 

8/08 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 
4th Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Com- 
munity College. Talk-in 146.985 (-) tone 
100 Hz. Nets: Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES Net 
on 146.985. Fri., @ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 147.390 
(+) Tone 100 Hz. Contact: Bill Greene, K4VET, 
704/463-1202. 7/08 


Ashtabula County ARC. K. Stenback, 
WS8KS, 440/964-7316, County Vo-Ed School,, 
Jefferson, OH. Meets 3rd Tue./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., County rptr., 146.715(-). 5/08 


Clyde ARS (CARS) meets 1st Tue./monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Municipal Bldg., Clyde, OH 43410. 
NFSE rptr. 145.35(-) and 442.625(+) MHz. Net 
Sun. 9 p.m. Info: E. Remaley, KA8CAS. 8/08 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(-) (PL100), http:// 
aisling.us/aa7gc/uvarc/index.htm! 12/08 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion is one of the oldest Ham clubs in the 
U.S. Our mailing address is W3SGJ, P.O. 
Box 424 South Heights, PA 15081. Our club 
nets meet every Wednesday Night! Our 
2 Meter net meets on 145.31MHz 100Hz PL at 
8:30:p.m. and the 10 meter net 28.370 QSY 
+/- 10 at 9:00 p.m. The Rip Vanwinkle Net 
meets on 2.meters at 7:00 a.m. daily. Club 
meetings are held at the Beaver County 
Emergency Operations Center located at 250 
East End Avenue, Beaver, PA. Club meetings 
are held the second Thursday of every month. 
All are welcome! Feel free to visit our website 
at www.w3sgj.org 9/08 


Columbia-Montour ARC (CMARC), meets 
at the Shilo Bible Church Meeting Hall in Espy, 
PA. 2nd Tues/monthly at 7:30 pm. Contact 
Bob Foster, K3QIA at 570/752-5332 for info, 
Talk in 147.225 +600. 3/08 


RF Hill ARC meets at 7:30 p.m. last Thurs- 
day/monthly, Silverdale Fire Company, Routes 
113 and 152, Silverdale, PA. Info: J. Soete, 
WASYLQ, 215/723-7294, www. rfhill.com 

12/08 


Washington Amateur Communications 
Radio Club (WACOM) meets at the Washing- 
ton Co. Bldg., 100 Beau St., Washington, PA 
45301 1st Thur/monthly, 7:30 p.m. Contact Ed 
Oelschlager, N3ZNI, 724/986-9271. 145.490. 
www.wacomarc.org 1108 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


rg sociation me 
monthly 2nd Tues., at 7:00 p.m. Rm. 1€ 
District Justice Entrance. 
Have Saturday mornin: 


Everyone 
classes 


TEXAS 


Garland Amateur Radio Club meets 4th 
Monday at 7:30 pm at the Garland Women’s 
Activity Center, 713 W. Austin St., Garland, TX 
75040. Visitors are ALWAYS welcome!!! Voice 
mail: 972/272-4499; 146.660- 442.700+, 
k5qhd@arri.net. + 5/08 


UTAH 


Utah Amateur Radio Club meets the first - 
Thursday of each month except July and 
August on the i. of Utah Campus, 
Engineering and Mines Classroom Building, 
Room 103. We offer ARRL VE testing’on the 
first Saturday of even numbered months. 
Pre-registration is required, contact Gordon 
Smith, 801/582-2438. Visit our website, www. 
utaharc.org; send email to varc@utaharc.org, 
or contact the Ham Hotline rikhcd ee 


VIRGINIA 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club (AARC) 
meets the second Tues. monthly at 
7:30 p.m., held at the National Radio As- 
tronomy Observatory, 520 Edgemont Rd., in 
Charlottesville, VA: Club repeaters: 146.760, 
146.925, 444.250, 224.760 (PL 151.4). 
Weekly nets on 146.760 — info. net on Mon. at 
7:00 p.m., emergency net on Thurs. at 
8:00 p.m. Quarterly testing sessions — 
contact ww4gw@arrl.net. Info: Jay, K4AZV, 
434/263-5795; website: ‘onda abide 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. and Dec.), 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 2501 
Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: Bob, 
KT4KS, 703/765-2313 or 146.655-. 10/08 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Jackson County ARC, meets 1st Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., each month at the Ripley, WV Fir- 
estation. Net Monday at 9 p.m. on 146.67(-), 


WD8JNU. Guest are welcome. Info: Roy 

Moore, KB8ZSG, 25 Daniels Run Rd., Spen- 

cer, WV 25276, e-mail afa2ax@yahoo.com. 
4/08 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7 p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 
Florence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701; 
304/525-8890. 9/08 


University ARC (UARC) meets the 1st 
Tuesday of each month on the University of 
Wyoming Campus, Laramie, WY. Contact 
John M. Harrison, KD7NAE, 307/745-5833, 
johnmh@uwyo.edu for location, details and / 
or to be included on the email list for UARC 
website http://uwacadweb.uwyo.edu/uarc/ 

3/08 


For information on how to 
get your club listed in 


“Visit Your 
Local 
Radio Club,” 


plus receive many ° 
other benefits, 


write to: 
Club Liaison, 


WorldRadio 


2120 28th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 


be 3 . Ladies, Get on the Air! Be 


ell, as winter hits full swing, 

it is time to get on the air! 

Whether you are contesting, 
rag-chewing or something in-between, 
winter is a great time to settle in front 
of the radio. As I write this Denver, 
Colorado, has only had one snow so far, 
but the antennas are up and the Ham 
shack ready. 

I didn’t worked nearly enough YLs 
in 2007. I am ready this year, though. 
With challenges such as Mary Moore, 
WX4MM’s challenge in the Young 
Ladies’ Radio League to work as many 
YLs as you can and the Canadian Ladies’ 
Amateur Radio Association’s 40th anni- 
versary challenge, I should have no lack 
of finding YLs. Neither should you. YLs, 
get on the air! 

Speaking of getting on the air, get 
someone else on with you! Suzanne 
Snape, VE7IM, writes, “It is October 
as I write this and the first of our 
winter storms has just blown in off the 
Straits of Georgia. Leaves are turning 
color and littering the landscape. Two 
very good friends, George McKenzie, 
VE7MCK/VA7GM, and Don Brown, 
VE7ABL, have checked my beam, 
tower and rotor. They have also rein- 
stalléd my wire antennas for 40 and 80. 
Both blew down in:a storm last winter. 
I feel quite safe knowing that all the 
equipment has been checked and ready 
to face this coming winter. 

“It was a good summer and it brought 
many Visitors to my home. I always enjoy 
the company and even though the weather 
did not always cooperate, we certainly did 
not have to worry about the wells going 
. dry. My grandson, Liam, now 11 years 
of age, has become rather interested in 
Amateur Radio. 

“Propagation was very poor but Liam 
put out his call and was thrilled to make 18 
contacts during his stay with me. He has 
received a number of QSL cards, to date, 
and has prepared a map with pins marking 
all his contact locations. Would be nice 
to pass my call sign on to him one day.“ 
Thanks, Suzanne. Good luck to Liam! 


Cheryl Muhr, NOWBV 


This is the YL table at the Bandon Hamfest in July.. Barbara K7GRL wrote: 
‘To identify the ladies in the pic. Start at the front row, left to right, (Me) 

Barb, K7GRL; Julie Fleming (wife of Ham); Celeste, K7CAG; Middle Row — 
Loretta, W7HRZ; Carol, N6bUZQ; Rose, KE7IPX; Rosemary, KE7RSB; Debbie, 
K7MXA. Back Row — Beverly, KC7FHX; Nikki, N7OOV. We had more ladies 
participate, but were not available for the group mug shot. (LOL)” 


YL Events Are All Over 


Judi Jaksa, W@JJ, reported on the 
TYLRUN party and sent a great photo. 
We held the Texas Young Ladies Round 
Up Net (TYLRUN) 53rd Birthday Party 
in Tyler, Texas, on 12-13 October. Kathy 
Rogers, KSIHF, was our hostess at the 
Timberline Baptist Conference Center and 


Awesome Audio Demonstration! 
www. W2tET COM 


Camp. The weather was perfect for our 
event. Our view outside the meeting room 
was overlooking the lake surrounded by a 
mini forest. The camp chef served three 
meals that could have been served out of 
the best restaurant. We hold a weekly net 
on 3.947 on Thursday mornings at 7:55 
a.m. Central Time. We would love to have 


Your Transmit Audio Is Outstanding! 


The W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate brings 
bfessional audio processing technology to your shack... affordably! 


W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate provides three powerful audio- 
janagement tools for your microphones and radios. Fine-tune your microphone with 
Bands of Equalization: Customize your audio for that rich, full broadcast sound or 

trating, pileup busting contest and dx audio. Change from one audio ‘ “personality” 
another instantly with smooth-action slide pots. The highly effective Noise Gate 
inates background noises picked up by your microphone. Increases signal clarity 


id presence. 
prsal Mi 


and Radio matching capabilities let you interface practically 


y microphone with any radio! Comprehensive impedance matching and signal 
‘el controls for input and output, 8-pin, XLR and RCA microphone Jacks. 


wane 977-738-2049 
845-689-4933. 
W2IHY Technologies — 
19 Vanessa Lane « Staatsburg, NY 12580 
E-mail: Julius@W2IH¥.COM 
WWW.W2iHY.cOM 


labor warranty. 


leadphone monitor. Extensive RFI protection. 


THY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate od 99 (Kit $204.99) 
crophone Cable (specify radio make & model) $20.00 
MHY Dual Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate oe 99 (Kit $109.99) 
H $11.00 Three year parts, x 

seme | 


Visit us on the web at: WwwW.wr6wr.com 
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(LtoR) Valerie, VE7FEY, presenting 


Elizabeth, VE7TLK/VA7TK,with 
an Award of Appreciation for all 
her time and effort on behalf of 
BCYLARA. 


new YLs join us. 

From the northwest and Sara Lyon, 
AB7PS, here are some more YL events: 

The MINOW Net. There are three 
regulars — Ruth Barber, K1IIF; Elizabeth 
Simon, KK7VO; and myself AB7PS. 
Phyllis Shanks, W2GLB, has checked in 
a couple of times from Richland, WA. The 
band has been terribly noisy so hope we 
haven’t missed anyone. 

Elizabeth, KK7VO, has also been busy 
volunteering for Communications events 
such as the Crater Lake Rim Run and the 
Habitat for Humanity Bicycle Ride out 
of Klamath Falls. A week ago she gave a 
Ham class to the local Search and Rescue 
team. She reports: “There were seven in 
_ the class and all but one passed the Tech 
test so.that was pretty good.” 

The Two Rivers Net summer activ- 
ity was a YL luncheon at Davidson’s in 


Pacific Antenna 


PAC-12! 


Portable antenna kits, 
parts and accessories 


www.pacificantenna.com 


1196 Phillips Court 
Santa Clara, CA 95051 


38 WorldRadio, January 2008 


In attendance at the party in the picture from left to right: Kathy Rogers, 
KS5IHF; Linda Hynan, AC5QQ; Judi Jaksa, WOJJ; Dorothy Jones, KASDWR; 


and Doris Ane KS5BNQ. 


Tigard on 18 August. Barbara Yasson, 
AC7UH, reports: “There were ten of us 
altogether. It was a good opportunity to 
meet local YLs and make new friends. 
In attendance were Claire Fillinger, 
K6ZCR; Kristin Tomson, K7K WT; Lisa 
Bloomquist, KE7HPW; Marianna Kear- 
ney, W7WFO; Maureen Horn, KE7K VH; 
Marti Brutcher, W7AYL; Natalie Mealer, 
WA6QVM; Peggy Stone, KB7SBK; Shan- 
non Caldwell, KE7FUV; and Barbara 
Yasson, AC7UH.” 

The Race for the Cure in Portland 
happened on 23 September. Barbara, 
AC7UH, who was in charge of commu- 
nications reports that the team consisted 
of 31 people of which 14 were YLs 
from the Portland — Vancouver area. 
Good going! 

The Evergreen Intertie YL Net has been 


rather quiet lately, Sara says. “We are happy 
to welcome Annie Welle, KE7ADK, from 
Idaho. YLs in the Portland area are invited 
to check-in through the WORC System.” 
Davina Nolton, KE7JQV, is another 
YL who has been busy with volunteer 
activities. She participated in the Federal 
Way Festival Days Parade with the City’s 
Community Action Team in August, vol- 
unteered at the Radio Club of Tacoma’s 
booth at the Western Washington Fair in 
Puyallup in September and also coordi- 
nated the annual Simulated Emergency 
Test on 29 September for the Pierce Co. 
Medical Services Team..This was excit- 
ing as they had an actual power outage at 
the hospital where she was operating the 
Ham Radio for the drill. “I had to run out 
to the courtyard to transmit with only my 
handheld unit and mag-mount on top of a 
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garbage c can, nshe comments. She has also 
_ been asked to create a national network 
_ of Amateur Radio operators for Catholic 
Health Initiatives (the parent organization 
of the company she works for.) . 

Congratulations to Barbara Jackson, 
-K7GRL, of Coos Bay, OR. She wrote, 
“Recently with our local club, Coos 
County Radio Club, I began to see a need 
to get our ladies talking. They do, but 
mainly to their husbands. So I spoke up, 
and ended up starting our YL Friday Night 
Chat Session on the local 2 Meter repeater. 
Well, that was very impressive. First few 
weeks we had a total of 15 ladies, talking 
all together chatting on the radio...I was 
so proud of that accomplishment.” Next, 
the women set up a YL table at the Bandon 
(OR) Hamfest on 21 July. 

It is great to hear about so many YL 
events. Great job Ladies! 


Events Coming 2008 


Heather Hasper, KL7SP, wanted to give 
a heads up to YLs for 2008. She writes, 
“With the onset of winter, our focus is 
on indoor activities which include plan- 
ning for the ARRL Alaska 2008 State 
Convention that is going to take place in 
Anchorage, Alaska next summer. 

“Our goal is to attract as many national 
exhibitors and Ham operators as possible. 
You will probably start seeing more adver- 
tisement about our event in upcoming 
issues of OST, CQ and WorldRadio as 
well as our reports from Alaska over the 


next year about our planning efforts for 


this historic event. 

“This is the first time since 1978 that an 
ARRL Convention has been planned and 
held in Alaska. We want to invite all YLs 
and their OMs to come to Alaska. This is 
a great opportunity to combine an Alaska 
Vacation with a business venture and a 
fun hobby. We are trying to coordinate a 
radio cruise with one of the cruise lines 
and hope to have that confirmed in the 
‘next month. We want to offer all Ama- 
teur Radio operators a chance to come to 
Alaska and see what Amateur Radio does 
all over our state. 

“This is a joint effort by all radio clubs 
of Alaska to attract national vendors and 
honor many of our lifetime achievers and 
Ham operators that have made a differ- 
ence in Amateur Radio. 

“We are offering shipping opportuni- 


ties for our exhibitors and working with 
other national sponsors for great door 
prizes and fun exiting events, so please 
consider attending. 

“Until sled dog races pee in January, 
this will be our primary focus to coordi- 
nate and get ready for next summer. 


“Email is the best way, but a good snail 


mail letter is also great to receive. You can 
email me at KL7SP @arrl.net or feel free 
to call me at 907/275-7474. 

33, KL7SP, Heather” 

There are all sorts of great YL events 
going on around the country. Let me know 
what’s happening in YOUR area! 


YL Silent Key 


Suzanne Snape, VE7IM, wrote in about 
a YL Silent Key. “Marti Brutcher, W7AYL, 
lost her courageous battle with cancer on 23 
October 2007. She will be greatly missed 
by her husband, Jack, W7AAJ, her children, 
grandchildren and great-granddaughter. 
I shall miss Marti, her humor, her kind- 
ness, her common sense and the friendly 
QSOs we enjoyed on EchoLink. Over the 
years we found we shared many things 


in common. I have fond memories of our 


time together at the YLRL Convention in 


_ Denver and when she and Jack visited me 


in the summer of 2006. May God bless and 
keep you, Marti...” 

I, too, knew Marti and saw her most 
recently at the YLRL convention in Denver. 
She was a’ big part of YLRL and a past 
President. She had a lot of fun with Amateur 
Radio and it showed. She will be missed. 
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(LtoR) Leona, VE7ONY, presenting 
Paulette, VE7VPE, with a Soap Stone 
Carving in thanks for organizing 
BCYLARA 2007 conference and 
CLARA’s 40th Anniversary party. 


It is wonderful to hear from so many 
YLs this time around. Keep up the good 
work and I hope to hear from you. See 
you on the bands! 

— E-mail me at n®wbv@earthlink. 
net or write to me at P.O. Box 342, Little- 
ton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! Cheryl, 
NOWBV. fo) 
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x) COUNTY HUNTER 


N 


( Rad Hunters and Amateur 
Radio Operators in general 
come up with some clever ways 

to enjoy their hobby. Some travel to 

mountain tops and others take to the 
seas. Mobile operators are always devis- 
ing ways to improve their operations and 
find unique ways to operate. You will 
find county hunters in cars and semi- 
trucks. On motorcycles, farm tractors 
and perhaps even on bicycles. Bicycles, 
why not? As an avid bicyclist I often 
think of ways that I could combine bicy- 
cling and Amateur Radio. The easiest 
solution is by using a small handheld and 
headset and operating through repeaters. 

However this simple solution will not 

suffice for county hunting. The rules 

expressly prohibit the use of repeaters. 

QSOs via repeaters, satellites, moon 
bounce, and phone patches are not valid 
for USA-CA. (From USA-CA Rules 
http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/ 
usacarul.html). 

This of course does not rule out the 
use of simplex operation but this would 
only assist county hunters within a short 
distance of the bicyclist. Where this 
option would work well. is on bicycle 
tours that travel long distances such as 
the STP (Seattle to Portland) and RAG- 
BRAI (Register’s Annual Great Bicycle 
Bike Ride Across Iowa). Another option 
would be by stopping in each county and 
using a support vehicle’s radio but this 


S. Pig 
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Ry a . <i 
Our thanks to Don Johnson. The truth about beryllium copper 
Scorpion Antennas 
me, 4602 E. Molly Lane, Cave Creek, AZ 85331 
623/326-8780 
scorpionantennas@cox.net 
www.scorpionantennas.com 


40 WorldRadio, January 2008 


Bicycle Mobile | | 


Dennis Hall, KK7X 


would not be operating from the bicycle 
so why bother? 

John Cumming, VE3JC, is an active 
Amateur Radio operator and bicyclist 
and enjoys combining QRP with is other 
favorite hobby, cycling. He operates 10 
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to 80 Meters CW and SSB. As with most 
cyclists he takes his 2-meter handheld 
along for the ride. His radio is a Index 
Labs QRP+ and he runs 4-5 watts on CW 
and 2 watts on SSB. He runs his rig with 
a 7-amp-hour sealed lead acid battery. 
His antenna is an Outbacker Perth. 

John mounts his rig in a handlebar bag 
mounted at an angle for visibility. His 
antenna is mounted on a 1-inch diameter 
aluminum tube which extends from the 
bicycle frame to about 1-foot behind the » 
front wheel. More information on John’s 
efforts can be found on his website at 
http://www. geocities.com/CapeCanay- 
eral/Lab/7378/. 

The Bicycle Mobile’-Hams of America 
has 290 members in 45 States. The follow- 
ing information is courtesy of their website 
at http://www.BMHA-Hams.org 


About BMHA 


For the information of our first- 
time readers, Bicycle Mobile Hams of 
America got its start when a ‘Stray’ in 
the June ’89 OST magazine asked to “get 
in touch with Hams who operate their 
radios while bicycle-mobile,” signed 
by Hartley Alley, NA@A. Twenty-five 
Hams responded, filled out question- 
naires, and received a summary of the 
collected data. 

In April of 90 we had our first BMHA 
Forum at the Dayton Hamvention. We 
played to a packed house, overflowed 
the room, and added 54 names to our 
mailing list. Our eight subsequent 
forums have drawn increasingly larger 
audiences, and now BMHA is firmly 
established as a ‘regular’ at this world- 
renowned event. 

The BMHA has become the clearing- 
house for the exchange of info and ideas 
for the Hams who go on the air from 
their bicycles. ’ 

BMHA membership puts you in touch 
with a friendly and helpful group of 
bike-riding Hams. You’ll make contacts 
through our membership directory and 
e-mail address list, the annual meeting 
and Forum at the Dayton Hamvention 


and other regional meetings, and of 


course through the BMHA Newsletter, 
__ which has articles on bike trips, anten- 


nas, other gear, operating tips, etc. 

My daughter Denise (age 8) and I 
are contemplating a camping trip next 
summer on our bicycles. I am consider- 
ing trading her trail-a-bike for a bicycle 
trailer for our camping gear and, I am 
sure, a few stuffed animals. This would 
be a good opportunity to try out some 
of my ideas. Most of these trailers are 
Very light-weight and sturdy with room 

_for a small battery and QRP mobile 
rig. The ideal rig would be one with a 
remote head that could be mounted on 
the handlebar with a mini-keyer and/ 
or headset and boom microphone. The 
antenna could be mounted on the trailer 
with reinforcement to increase stabil- 
ity and provide an increased ground 
plane. Of course I would not be using 


my $1,200 Motobecane road bike but. 


rather my Hybrid (a cross between a 
road bicycle and a mountain bicycle. It 
is a heavy enough bicycle to stand up to 
the extra weight and stress. 

While participating in the Courage 
Classic in August of 2007 I had the 
opportunity to meet another bicyclist 
who was using a 2-meter handheld on 
his bicycle. As it turned out he was 
a “support” vehicle and roamed the 
course providing assistance. While 
injuries were few many times riders 
may experience mechanical issues such 
as flat tires, broken spokes or chains or 
other issues not repairable on the road. I 
always carry two spare tubes in case of 
a flat and may consider an extra spoke 
or two after witnessing several riders 
with broken spokes. This can make for 
a very wobbly wheel. Also on the Tour 
des Lacs in September great support was 
given by local Amateur Radio opera- 
tors along the course. The area that was 
lacking support was along the areas of 

_ the route where motorized vehicles were 
not allowed. This included the Trail of 
the Coeur d’Alene and the Centennial 
Trail between Spokane, WA and Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho. I think that next season 
I am going to pick up a small 2-meter 
rig to help provide support lacking in 
these areas. 

These are just a few ideas on bicycling 
mobile and only scratches the surface. 
As time goes by I will collect more 


BICYCLE MOBILE 
re 


information and have it available on my 
personal website at http://kk7x.us. If you 
are interested in seeing photos from the 
Courage Classic please visit http.//kk7x. 
us/courageclassic. 

With the poor conditions on the HF 
bands county hunting activity has been 
low. Not many awards have been issued 
but here is a list of the latest awards as 
of 01 November 2007. 

MARAC Master Gold #27 WQ7A 
10/27/07 

MARAC Master Gold #26 AB4YZ 
10/5/07 

USA-CA 3077 #1162 N4NX 
10/09/07 

MARAC WAC 3rd Time #210 WG6X 
01/07/07 

USA-CA 3077 #1161 AA8HH 
10/04/2007 

MARAC Bingo #297 KOIU 
10/01/07 

USA-CA 3077 #1160 AJ5ZX 
09/24/07 ri 

MARAC Worked All Counties 4th 
Time #132 KN4Y 9/17/07 

Beginning this year this column is 
going to be quarterly. This will allow me 
more time for my family and health, 

In the next County Hunter column I 
will be reviewing the logging software 
from the Mobile Amateur Radio Awards 
Club — Logger. Until then please keep 


_ safe and as always God Bless America 


and keep our troops, police and firefight- 
ers in your prayers. 

— Dennis Hall, KK7X, may be con- 
tacted via snail mail at: 4518 W. Haney 
Rd., Rathdrum, ID 83858 or e-mail 
dennis@kk7x.us & 
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A QRPer Takes ha Pe. 
‘Water’ Out of ‘Waterlogged’ Log Books” 


Richard Fisher, KI6SN 


and VHF transceivers are getting 
more compact, portable and light- 
weight, Someone is paying attention to 
the need to easily and properly document 
all those great contacts we’re making 
when battling the elements in the field. 

Andrew Kabasakalian, WB2WZC, of 
Glenwood, NJ, has taken up the chal- 
lenge with “the incredibly rugged all 
weather Amateur Radio log book from 
ASA, Inc.” 

His Waterprooflogbooks.com website 
tells the story behind his story, explain- 
ing that it was “developed by an avid 
QRPer to meet the demands of the 
great outdoors following a drenching 
experience which ruined a conventional 
paper log. If the latest portable gear is 
weather resistant, why not the log book?” 
WB2WZC asks. 

“Technologically superior synthetic 
paper accepts pencil, non-water soluble 
inks, normal ball point pens and perma- 
nent markers giving you a tear-resistant, 
waterproof record of all your contacts. 

“Stains wipe off with a damp cloth, 
ideal for harsh field conditions as well as 
regular Ham shack use. Takes extreme 
variations in temperature and humidity 
in stride. Great for maritime use.” 

He says the 3 by 5 inch, 50 page log 
book is “portable, packable and perma- 
nent. Say goodbye to ordinary paper 


E an era when QRP high-frequency 
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logs — no more wavy, eaek together | 


pages for you. This innovative log book 
is impervious to moisture.” 

“Perfect for longterm storage in 
less than ideal conditions,” he adds. 
“Upgrade to the latest in hard copy 
radio logging advances. Now you can 
operate that new waterproof hand-held 
in the shower and record your contacts 


onthe spot.” 


The log books come in two formats: 
“traditional entry fields and expanded 
comment field area.” 

Both styles are $10.50 each (plus $2.50 


+ 50¢ for each additional book for ship-_| 


ping and handling.) 
For further details contact: ASA, Inc., 


P.O. Box 454, Glenwood, NJ 07418. Via | 


e-mail: asamail@ptd.net. 


On the Internet, visit: Attp://water- | 


prooflogbooks.com/. 


BitX-20A SSB transceiver | 


kit offered by Hendricks 

The BitX-20A SSB transceiver, 
designed by Indian radio amateur 
VU2FAX, is being offered as a kit proj- 
ect by Hendricks QRP Kits. 


According to Doug Hendricks, KI6DS, 
“The BitX20A is a SSB board and parts 
only kit that is based on the BitX20 | 


that was designed by Ashlan Farhan. 
The original version was. built ugly 


construction, and you had to source all 
the parts. 
“I discovered the BitX20 site on 
Yahoo earlier this year, and decided © 
that the BitX20 would be a neat kit for 


Hendricks QRP Kits. The problem was 


that it did not have a printed circuit board 
— PCB. A team of Dan Tayloe, N7VE; 
Jim Kortge, K8IQY; and Arv Evans have 
worked countless hours making sure that 
the PCB version was stable and would 
meet United States FCC specifications. 

“We had to go through several revi- 
sions to get it right, and we are happy 
with the result, even though it took a long 
time .. . The kit includes a commercial 
quality plated through, silk screened, 
solder masked board, and all board 
mounted parts, plus the polyvaricon 
tuning capacitor,’ KI6DS continued. 

“I encourage you to check out the 
BitX20 users group on Yahoo. There 
are hundreds of messages on there about 
the history and development of this kit. 
Our kit puts out about 10 watts, features 
dual IRF510s as finals in a push-pull 
arrangement. 

“Cost of the kif is $75 plus $7 shipping 
and handling for U.S. orders, $10 ship- 
ping and handling for DX.” 

For more information, visit the Hen- 
dricks QRP Kits website: http://www. 
qrpkits.com/bitx20a.html 


YouTube and the QRP 
radio amateur 


There’s so much great stuff popping 
up on YouTube related to Amateur Radio 
— and QRP. , 

Several operators recommended 


renaming a 1976 one-minute advertise- 


ment from Mego Corp., “How I Got 
Started in Ham Radio.” In the clip we 
venture into Captain’s Log 5123-1 to 
find Scott and Jim trying to contact 
their friend Steve using the “Star Trek 
Command Communications Console,” 
complete with voice and chirpy Morse 
code modes and “telescreen and warp 
drive sound.” 

You'll have to tune in to see if the boys 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


- informs viewers that 


re successful: http://www.youtube. 
com/watch?v=k8SGv6EWAZgQ. 
Another video getting a lot of attention 

__ is “Radio Hams,” a 1939 “Pete Smith 

_ Specialty” directed by Felix E. Feist. 

__ This nine minute, 57 second MGM film 
“in the amateur 
field, radio parts often include pieces of 
assorted junk ingeniously assembled by 
operators who are called Hams and who 
take up broadcasting as a hobby.” Except 
for the “broadcasting” part, that sounds 


an awful lot like the QRPer of today. 


“Jimmy Mulligan, here, has lots of (QSL) 
cards and lots of strange radio -parts,” 
the narrator says, “such as ‘whiskey 
glasses mounted on a cake tin. Mom’s 
funnel actually becomes a loudspeaker. 
And her sieve? Part of a microphone.” 
That’s my kind of homebrewer. See 
this video at: http://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=vBGIdfovVjQ4. 

More up-to-date, “Weekend Projects 
with Bre Pettis” takes viewers step-by- 
step through building a Foxhole Radio, 
made famous by Gls during World 
War II. 

“These were made with materials that 
they could get their hands on and were 
small enough to carry around in a big 
pocket,” Pettis writes. “You can modify 
this design if you want to set it up so that 
it’s tuneable too.” 

Following the concept of the renowned 
crystal set, the Foxhole Radio uses a 
coil, a lead pencil, a rusty razor blade, 
connecting wires (paperclips and thumb- 
tacks in this case), a small headphone 
and some antenna and ground wire. It’s 
pretty amazing to see this little radio in 
action. View the video at: http://www. 
youtube.com/watch?v=skKmwT0EccE 


Adventure Radio Society 
goes to ‘wiki Land’ 


Ina letter to the organization’s general 
membership, Adventure Radio Soci- 
ety founder Russ Carpenter, AA7QU, 
wrote in early November ’07 that the 
“Adventure Radio Society is breaking 
new ground. We are moving from our 
traditional website to a new home, the 
arsqrp wiki. 

“If you’ve never participated in a 
wiki before, you are in for an amazing 
experience. 

“The wiki: 

“Features a clean, intuitive layout that 
is a pleasure to use. 


The Waterproof Log Book is the concept of Andrew Kabasakalian, WB2WZC, 
of Glenwood, NJ, who describes it as EM rugged,” and ideal for QRP 
field operations. 


“Allows everyone to instantly 
become a commenter and contributor 
to a wide range of interesting outdoor 
and radio topics. 

“Makes it easy to publish an article 


on any radio or outdoor topic of your. 
choosing, with an impressive range of | 


authoring tools, including tables, graph- 
ics, plug-ins, and formatting. 
“When you visit the wiki, you will 
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also see that we have re-emphasized 
ARS’ commitment to collegiality and 
community building. 

“There is now less of an orientation 
on top-of-the-heap contesting, and 
more of a focus on sharing remarkable 
experiences in the outdoor and technical 
realms. Please bookmark the following 
URL. All you need to do is click it, and 
you are instantly admitted in the arsqrp 
wiki, with full rights as a contributor: 
http://arsqrp.pbwiki.com/?wph=d0e4 
4870be97c9b849207b77fb5785e3eb] 
O757f. 

“Spartan Sprinters, please use this 
URL to report your experiences. 
Don’t use the old log submission form, 
because it doesn't work anymore. 


17? 


Welcome! 


Easy links at KIGSN’s 
‘The QRPer’ 


To save you from having to punch in 
all of the Internet addresses listed in this 
month’s column, each of the links can be 
accessed at The QRPer website: www. 
theqrper.blogspot.com. 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached by sending mail to 1940 Wetherly 
Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or by sending 
e-mail to: ki6sn@aol.com ® 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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The Museum Ships Event temporary 
tower mast antenna with flags 


his article is not about heroes 
or valor on the battlefield. This 


article is about the USS India- 


napolis CA-35, the survivors and the 
Indianapolis Amateur Radio operators 
that put the old ship back on the radio 
airwaves after her 60-year absence. 
Several years ago, a group of ama- 
teurs at the Battleship USS Salem 
started the “Museum Ships on the 
Air” event for the purpose of creating 
a competition among Museum Ships 
’ of the world. It is a simple 48-hour 
competition, allowing participants the 
opportunity to tell their Ship’s story. It 
also gave credence to the Radiomen and 
their skill as they served on those ships. 
This event currently occurs during July 
each year. Three years ago, the Battle- 
ship USS New Jersey took up the lead 
ship duties and organizes the event 
today. (see http://users.tellurian.com/ 
freddie/nj2bb/ship-event.html). 


USS Indianapolis 


The ship was sunk 30 July 1945 after 
such meritorious service as ten battle 
stars, delivery of the Atom bomb “Little 


Boy” to Tinian Island, Sth fleet flagship 


and President Franklin Roosevelt- 
Presidential duties, all during World 
War II. The USS Indianapolis crew of 
1,100 was lost at sea for five days. 

The USS Navy, for security and pro- 
cedures reasons, had forgotten about the 
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Honor, Duty, Country 


Chuck Crist, W9IH 


The Museum Ships Event Amateur Radio team with survivor Kenely Lanter 
S1-SM, WAMWW 


ship in transit. Days later, when finally 
spotted by a Navy routine patrol plane, 
there were only 317 survivors rescued. 
(http://www.ussindianapolis.org/org. 
htm and http://www.ussindianapolis- 
inharmsway.com/home.htm). 


Survivors 


In July 1960, the remaining survivors 
returned to Indianapolis, Indiana for a 
reunion. In 1995, the National Memo- 
rial to the USS Indianapolis CA-35 was 
formally dedicated and located on the 
scenic north end of the Indianapolis 
Indiana downtown canal. (http://www. 
in.gov/iwin/historical/pam_ussi.html) 

There are approximately 80 survi- 
vors living and 41 of those returned 
for the 2007 reunion, ages ranging 
from 79-100 years young. During the 
reunion, the USS Indianapolis Amateur 
Radio team spent time sharing Museum 
Ships on the Air and survivor stories. 
Messers Jim O’Donnell, Jack Miner, 
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Kenely Lanter (W4MWW), and Paul 
Murphy (Survivor organization Chair- 
man) are among some of the USS Indy 
Ham team favorite survivors. 

At print date there is one USS 
Indianapolis Radioman survivor; Jack 
Miner RT-2/c, age 81. Jack sent the 
last SOS before the USS Indy sank. 
Kenely Lanter, 85, is the only Ham in 
the survivor group. Jim O’Donnell is 
the only Indianapolis resident and USS 
Indianapolis Survivor. 


On the Air 


Indianapolis Amateur Radio opera- 
tors joined the Museum Ships event in 
2005 and 2007. This corresponded with 
the “Indy Survivors” reunion. 2007 was 
the second time that the Indianapolis 
area Amateur Radio operators put the 
USS Indianapolis CA-35 memorial on 
the air during the Museum Ships on 
the Air event. 

One of the highlights of the USS 


polis on the Air event was Sane 
by survivor Mr. Jim O’Donnell. 
shared with our operations group 


and facility visitors (about 40 folks) » 


_ the actual accounts of some of those 
- terrible days when the USS Indy was 
sunk in 1945. “Goosebumps filled the 
- room.” one of our new ham ops, Fred, 
_ KC9FLB, said, “Chatting - with Mr. 
- O'Donnell was an experience ofa life- 
time. ” Mr. O’Donnell, age 87, continues 
_ to carry on the memories of the USS 
- Indianapolis and his shipmates every 
_ day. He was the Grand Marshall for 
_ USS Indianapolis CA-35 2007 Parade 
honoring the survivors. 


Call de W9SIND 


USS Indianapolis Museum Ships On 
The Air operation takes place at the 
same location of the survivors Memorial 
service. It is also the same site where 
31 Indianapolis-area Amateur Radio 
operators assembled an antenna system 
approximately the same in height as the 
old ship used and three radio stations 
(each running 100 watts; two were on 
wire antennas) to participate for the 
second time in the worldwide Museum 
ships on the air event. 

Local amateurs simulated the same 
equipment conditions that their ship 
would have used in a similar condition. 
(SSB, CW & AM modes were avail- 
able on 80-6M.) We operated mostly 
on 80-40-20 & 17M during this event. 
All “SHIPS” Amateur Radio opera- 
tions were located 50 yards east of the 
USS Indianapolis Memorial. The USS 
Indianapolis Amateur Radio station 
operated 37 of the 48 Museum Ships 

on the air event hours. 
~ In 2005 & 2007 Brian Smith, 
WO9IND, has shared his call and par- 
ticipated as a USS Indy CA-35 operator 
and the QSL coordinator. 


Sponsors 


With any Amateur Radio operation, 
there is lots of support. Some of ours 
were The Indiana War Memorial, 
Indiana University-R.E.I. facilities, 
Maxim Crane Works, the Indianapolis 
radio club; RCA ARC, Indianapolis 
Radio League and local area Amateur 
Radio operators. 


Results 


During the 2007 Museum ships 
event the USS Indianapolis CA-35 
made 1,634 total contacts, with some 
of those being 20 countries and with 17 
participating ships. Hams operated for 
37 hours of the 48 event hours.. 

Our facility had about 50 visitors to 
view the DVD displayed video story 
of the USS Jndianapolis and some 
participate in the on air Amateur 
Radio operations. 


Survivor approval 
During the 2007 reunion many of the 
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The Museum Ships Event Amateur Radio team with survivor Jim O’Donnell 


survivors expressed gratitude an appre- 
ciation for our Amateur Radio efforts. 

HAM OPERATORS: 

W9IH-Chuck Crist, W9IND-Brian 
Smith, N9IZN-Ed Conder, N9KZJ-Dave 
Jarvis, KB9BSYV-Barb Crist, K9XV- 
Tom Chance, WY9T-Bill Kennedy, 
N9KT-Dave Spoelstra, W9SU-Mike 
Koss, K9RU-Jim Reinhart, WOVLL- 
Pete, WOBJF-Barry Fairfax, KG6ZIJ- 
Chris Fredrick, WB9DKL-Ron Cooper, 
KC9GQM-Tom Gray, KC9KZM-Bob 
Donhoffner, WA9V BG-Sam Carpenter, 
N9QVO-Dave Craig, KD8CTK-Char- 
lene, KJ9C-Mel Crichton, KC9FLB- 
Fred Ducan, KB9RDS-Steve Wendt, 
KC9ESH-Duane Straw, NE9O-Mike 
Mallory, WA9BVS-Malcom Mallette, 
KC9GLQ-Ken Bandy, KC9GLR-Kyle 
Bandy, KB9ZLB-Heather Heinninger, 
KC9HDH-Joe Black, AAQY P-Jay 
Chrisman and “Dillon.” 

Performing Amateur Radio patriotic 
function is FUN and very rewarding. 

Indy Radio Club Website Article 

Indianapolis Radio club website 
www. indyradioclub.org/ussindy.htm 

— Chuck Crist, W9IH is a retired 
FAA manager, ,Past Indiana asst. sec- 
tion manager, Past Pres. Indianapolis 
Radio Club. USS Indianapolis ships 
event coordinator. Contact: indtrax@ 


core.com & 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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PROPAGATION 


Carl Luetzelschwab, K9L A ‘ > 


Long-Term Trends in the lonosphere | 


ver the last century or so, the 
global mean annual surface 


temperature has increased by - 


slightly more than a half-degree Centi- 
grade. Accompanying this warming at 
the surface and in the lower atmosphere 
is a cooling of about a couple degrees 
Centigrade per-decade in the higher-up 
thermosphere (the thermosphere is the 
next temperature-related ‘-sphere’ region 
above the mesosphere — see the May 
2004 column for a description of the 
troposphere, the stratosphere, and the 
mesosphere). The thermosphere begins 
around the lower E region, and in the 
thermosphere the temperature increases 
versus altitude. 

Since the thermosphere includes the 
bulk of the ionosphere, what happens 
to the ionosphere as the thermosphere 
cools? That’s an interesting propaga- 
tion-related question that is tied to the 
entire issue of global warming. There 
have been many recent studies of where 
the ionosphere is headed. The purpose 
of this month’s column is to review 
these studies, and to present a sum- 
mary of the long-term trends of various 
ionospheric parameters. And from the 
summary, we'll tie the trends to future 
propagation conditions. 

Table | lists the references used for the 
review in this article, including a sum- 
mary of what ionospheric parameters 
each reference looked at (they didn’t all 
look at all parameters). In general the 
studies looked at a fifty-year period — 
from around 1950 when ionosonde data 
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ee 


poe 


Bremer, Annales Geophysicae; 1993 


foE, hmE, foF 1 over Europe ‘ 


Bremer, Annales Geophysicae; 1993 foF2, hmF2 over Europe (west of 
30°E) 


Bremer, Annales Geophysicae, 1993 foF2, hmF2 over Europe (east of 30°E) 


| 
Bremer; URSI Radio Science Bulletin, | global foE, hmE, foF 1, foF2, hmF2 


A 
Cc 


2005 
Xu, Jian Wu, Igarashi, Kato, Zhen-Sen | foE, hmE, foF 1, foF2, hmF2 over 
Japan 


Wu, Journal of Geophysical Research; 
2004 


Clilverd, Ulich, Jarvis; Journal of globalhmF2 
Geophysical Research, 2003 
5 Hall, Cannon; Geophysical Research foF2 over Norway 
Letters; 2002 
Sharma, Chandra, ¥yas; Geophysical fok, foF 1, foF 2, hmF2 over India 
Research Letters; 1999 
7 Upadhyay, Mahajan, Geophysical global foF 2 and hmF2 
Research Letters, 1998 
Ulich, Turunen; Geophysical Research | hmF2 over Finland 
Letters; 1997 


Table 1 — References used for this article. 


Remember my earlier statement that 
“with some studies global and other 
studies local, there will undoubtedly be 
discrepancies in the results?” As you can 
see from Table 2, for the most part this 
is a true statement. I think the best way 
to summarize the results is to use the 
global trends, so let’s do that. 

For foE, the long-term trend from the 
global study has been an increasing foE. 
Two local studies (over EU and over 
Japan) agree with this, whereas the local 
India study shows a decrease. 

For hmE, the long-term trend from 
the global study has been a decreasing 
hmE. One local study (over EU) agrees 
with this, but the local Japan study shows 
an increase. ; 

For foF1, the long-term trend from the 
global study has been an increasing foF1. 
All the local studies agree with this, so - 
this is a unanimous conclusion. 

For foF2, the long-term trend from the 
two global studies has been no trend. 


was readily available to around 2000. 
As arefresher, the parameters foE, foF1, 
and foF2 are the critical frequencies of 
the E, Fl, and F2 regions, respectively. 
The parameters hmE and hmF2 are the 
heights of the E and F2 region maximum 
electron densities, respectively. All the 
data are monthly median values. 

Right up front.it’s important to under- 
stand that any long-term changes in the 
ionosphere due to the half-degree or so 
rise in the global mean annual surface 
temperature can be extremely small. 
This implies that it takes a lot of effort to 
determine long-term trends, and rigorous 
statistical methods must be used. Addi- 
tionally, with some studies global and 
other studies local, there will undoubt- 
edly be discrepancies in the results. 

Table 2 sorts the results of the ten 
studies and tabulates their conclusions 
with respect to which way they think the 
ionospheric parameters have progressed 
over the roughly 50-year period. 
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+.0013MHz/yr 
+.0014MHziyr 
+.0020MHz/yr 
-.0038MHz/yr 


-.0700km/yr 
-0400km/yr 
+.1890kmn/yr 


+.0010MHaz/yr 
+.0027MHziyr 
+.0107MHaziyr 
+.0075MHaz/yr 


' -.0024MHaziyr 
+.001SMHaz/yr 
no trend 
-.0058MHzfyr 
-.0079M Hasyr 
- 0400 MHz yr 
no trend 


-1800kmn/yr 
+.1900km/yr 
no trend 
-.3980kniyr 
-.1500km/ yr 
-.4000km/yr 
no trend 
~. 3900kimn/ yr 


foF2 


2 
4 
«6 
EU west of 30°E 1B 
EU east of 30°E 1c 
global 2 
Japan 3 
Norway 5 
India 6 
global 7 


EU west of 30°E 
EU east of 30°E 
global 
Japan 
global 
India 
global 
Finland 


Table 2 — The results from the studies. 


+0.0027 MHziyr 


+0.0014 MHzéyr 0.07 MHz increase 0.190 MHz decrease (India) 
-0.0400 krn/yr 2.0 km decrease 9.45 km increase (Japan) 
0.135. MHz increase 


-0,05 km/yr 2.5 km decrease 20.0 km decrease (India) 


| Worst case 


0.535 MHz increase Japan) 


Table 3 — Impact to the next 50 years. 


Four of the local studies (over EU west 
of 30°E, over Japan, over Norway, and 
over India) show a decreasing trend. 
The local EU east of 30°E study shows 
a positive trend. 

For hmF2, two global studies show no 
trend, where a third global study shows 


a long-term trend of decreasing hmF2. 
Four local studies (over EU west of 30°E, 
over Japan, over India, and over Finland) 
show a decreasing trend, whereas one 
local study (over EU east of 30°E) shows 
an increasing trend. : 

Table 3 summarizes the global results, 


along with the potential change in the 
parameter over the next 50 years. _ 

From the “global change over the 
next 50 years” column in Table 3, it 
appears that any long-term global 
changes in the next 50 years will be 
tough to discern. 

But changes at the local level may be 


_ more noticeable. For example, the foF2 


and hmF2 trends over India over the 
next 50 years should be great enough to 
have an impact on F2 region propaga- 
tion in that area. The long-term 2.0MHz 
decrease in foF2 translates to a decrease 
in the 3,000km MUF of around three 
times foF2 — or 6.0MHz. That certainly 
should be noticeable. The long-term 
20km decrease in hmF2 could be a 
two-edged sword. On the one hand, a 
decrease in hmF2 implies a slightly 
higher M-factor — the factor by which 
foF2 is multiplied to determine the MUF. 
Thus the MUF would slightly increase, 
offsetting somewhat the long-term 
decrease in foF2. On the other hand, the 
decrease in hmF2 also would make hop 
lengths shorter. 

So what does all of this come down 
to? There definitely is a change in the 
ionosphere due to global warming. It’s 
small, but it’s there. Whether you notice 
a change may be related to where you are 
and what paths you’re looking at. 

— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 1227 Pion 
Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or by e-mail 
sent to: k9la@arrl.net. & 
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my) AERIALS 


reader, apparently not happy with 
Ak description of the Johnson 
Match Box titled his letter “Kurt 
N. Sterba’s goof-up.” Actually this is not 
a good title because it is not Kurt’s one- 
and-only goof-up. He goes on to say “In 
November ’07” Kurt said, “The coil in 
the the well-known Johnson Match Box 
was a rotary inductor about the same as 
used in present tuners.’ WRONG. There 
is no rotary inductor in the Johnson KW 
matchbox. There are fixed coil taps for 
each band covered and a switch on the 
front panel to select which one is wanted. 
Did Kurt make a mistake? Or is this an 
effort to see how many long-time Hams 
would write in to point out the error?” 
Well, it was an error. How could 
Kurt do this? Back in the days of the 
Johnson Matchbox most Hams still 
built their own transmitters. Kurt was 
no exception and his pair of 813s final 
tuned up his antennas just fine’so he 
never used a matchbox. But he still has 
some 1965 catalogs on file, one of them 
the “Viking” catalog. In it he found a 
photo of the interior of a matchbox that 
appeared to have a rotary inductor. The 
photo was not labeled but probably was 
the 250-Watt version. But, at the bottom 
of the page was a schematic that clearly 
showed a tapped coil, just as the reader 
explained. The other matchbox, the 
“Kilowatt Matchbox,” no doubt used 
the same scheme. Krusty Olde Kurt’s 
apologies to W8ZC, KOGRM, and 
other aficionados of one of the classic 
antenna tuners. 


Feedline 

A reader says, “I have a feedline 
problem. I live on a 1/3-acre lot in a 
not-so-Ham-friendly subdivision. I have 
a 160-meter dipole in a wooded area 
behind my QTH. The feedline is 300 feet 
long but, because of my nosy neighbors, 
the first 100 feet of feedline must be on 
the ground. I’m using RG-58 coax. I 
want to use the antenna on 80 and 40 
but the antenna just doesn’t cut it with 
the coax losses. 

My choices are to: 1) Use 450-ohm 
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Viatchbox 


Kurt N. Sterba 


ladder line all the way to the antenna 
with the first 100 feet on the ground. (Not 
a good idea). 2) Use 100 feet of RG-58 to 
a 4:1 balun then 200 feet of ladder line. 
3) Use two 300-foot lengths of RG-8 or 
RG-6 with their grounds tied together 
and use this as open wire feed. 

Kurt likes the first choice best (ladder- 
line all the way) with a slight modifica- 
tion. Plant a row of small native bushes 
spaced so, when full grown, will nearly 
touch one another. Then snake the ladder 
line through them so that it is a foot or 
more above ground. This will make 
it invisible to the neighbors but high 
enough above ground to prevent major 
losses. The estimated loss on 40 Meters 
with 10:1 SWR would be 0.34 dB in the 
100 foot section. 

Choice #2 (100 feet of RG-58 to a 4:1 
balun, then ladder line to the antenna) 
would be easier to implement but with 
more loss. The 100 feet of RG-58 will 
lose 3-dB on 40 Meters with 10:1 SWR. 
Kurt’s suggestion here is to use Belden 
9913 instead of he RG-58. This will cut 
the loss to 1.5 dB. 

Choice #3, coax connected as balanced 
line, still provides considerable loss since 
the signal does go through coax. This is 
the least desirable method. 

This letter illustrates the problem 
many of us are facing these days. With 
buried power and telephone lines and 
antenna-less cable TV many residents 
and associations do not want to see 
antennas of any kind. FCC regulations 
can help but the best way to keep the 
neighbors happy is clever concealment. 
Kurt says, “Be Inventive.” 


End Fed Windom 

W7BXH wrote to Kurt, “I’ve been 
reading with great interest about your 
end-fed dipole. Being in our local ARES 
group and always looking for a simple 
antenna we can toss over a tree ‘out there,’ 
the thought went to ‘why not an end-fed 
Windom?’ Just move the feed point back 
toward the house end of the coax and see 
what happens. Everything else stays the 
same, Comments? Ideas? Shootdowns?” 
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Krusty Olde Kurt will start with a 
shootdown. The position of the feedpoint 
on the Windom was selected to give low 
SWR on several bands. The SWR is not 
low enough to eliminate the need for a 
tuner but it is a lot less overall than you 
get when feeding at the center or at the 
ends. The problem with moving the feed 
point toward the end is that the imped- 
ance goes up a lot and the advantage of 
the Windom is lost. SWR will not be 
low multi-band. t 

However you should be able to use the 
same scheme as in Kurt’s end-fed dipole. 
The basic antenna would have coax from 
the transmitter to a point where the coax 
wraps through some ferrite toroids. This 
establishes one end of your antenna. 
The coax then extends out for the same 
length as you had from the short end of» 
the Windom to the feed point. Cut off the 
coax at this point. Leave the shield open 
but connect a wire to the center conduc- 
tor. The wire should be the same-length 
as the long end of your Windom. 

The coax feeds the signal to the feed 
point using the center conductor and 
the inside of the shield. The outside of 
the shield and the added wire become 
the antenna. The only thing missing is 
the 4:1 balun. To add it disconnect the 
added wire. Connect the transformer 
secondary between the shield and the 
wire. Connect the primary between the 
center conductor and the shield. Viola! 
An end-fed Windom. 

That is the concept but not yet proven 
by actually being built and tested. 

That is up to the reader. A major prob- 
lem is getting enough impedance in the 
wrapped toroids to isolate the transmit- 
ter end of the antenna. Kurt used two 
F240-61 cores in his 20 Meter dipole. 
You'd need four on 40 Meters and even 
more for the lower bands. And that’s 
for 100 watts transmitted. So there are 
limitations and room for further ideas. 
That’s what design and experimentation 
is all about. 

Have a question for the Krusty one? 
Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., 
Sacramento, CA 95818 and we'll get it 
to Kurt. ® 
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iy) HAMFESTS 


Colorado 


Northern Colorado Amateur Radio Club 
Winter Superfest will be held Saturday, 12 Jan 2008, 
from 8 a.m. —2 p.m. at the Lincoln Center’s Canyon 
West Room, 417 West Magnolia St., Fort Collins, CO. 
Admission $5. Tables $5 each, includes one admis- 
sion. Vendor setup 6:00 a.m. VE testing in the Ludlow 
Room 9:30 a.m. Contact Matt Kassawara, KG@W; 
970/232-5215; kgOw@arrl.net; www.ncarc.net 


North Shore Radio Club (NSRC) Winter Ban- 
quet will be held Saturday, 26 Jan 2008 6:30 p.m. at 
the Chevy Chase Country Club in Wheeling, IL. The 
dinner will feature a presentation entitled “Bride of 
Titanic,” by phéto archivist George Sinclair, nephew 
of Harold Sydney Bride, the only surviving radio 
operator of the RMS Titanic. The event is open to 
all with an interest in Amateur Radio or history. A 
buffet dinner will be served. Social hour begins at 
6:30 p.m., with a cash bar. Dinner at 7:15 p.m. Cost 
$35 per person. Please make reservations before 
15 Jan. Contact Rob Orr; 847/724-5228; rob.orr@ 
comcast.net 


New Mexico 
146.58 Simplex Group Winter Tailgate Ham 
Radio Swapfest will be held Saturday 26 Jan 2008, 
Sunrise — | p.m. at the Del Norte High School in 
the north student parking lot at the corner of San 
Mateo Blvd and Montgomery Blvd in Albuquerque, 


NM. To get to the student parking lot, go north.on 
San Mateo to McLeod, turn East on McLeod to San 
Mateo Lane, turn right on San Mateo Lane and follow 
this road into the parking lot. There will be signs 
posted. Admission is FREE and open to all inter- 
ested parties. This Tailgate is dependent on weather 
conditions, as there are no facilities indoors avail- 
able. Talk-in: 146.900- (PL 67); 146.940- (PL 100); 
& 145.330- (PL 100). Contact Tom Ellis, KSTEE; 
505/291-8122; k5tee@arrl.net or Gary Horlbeck, 
KH6JTM; 505/299-3280; kh6jtm@abq.com 


New York 
Radio Central Amateur Radio Club Ham Radio 
University 2008 will be held Sunday, starting at 
9a.m., 13 Jan 2008 at Briarcliffe College, 1055 Stew- 
art Ave., Bethpage, NY 11714. New forums, exciting 
displays and presentations, and live operating events 


are scheduled. The event is also the ARRL New York. 


City-Long Island Section Convention, and there are 
special events geared to ARES and EmComm. Other 
forums will cover some new twists on contesting, 
low-power operating, and many other aspects of 
Amateur Radio. A highlight of the event will be the 
keynote address by Gordon West, WB6NOA. Visit 
our webpage for updates on forums and other news at 
www.hamradiouniversity.org or contact Diane Ortiz, 
K2DO; 631/691-1801; k2do@arrl.net 


Ohio 
Tusco Amateur Radio Club Hamfest will be held 
Sunday, 20 Jan 2008 at 965 N. Wooster Ave., Strasburg, 


OH. Exit 87 off I- “7110 SR250W(19miles).A 
$5. Tables $10 each, plus admission (bring your 
extension cords, 120 volts available). Seite te setup 6 
a.m. Open to public 8 a.m. Free, close parking available 
in rear. Contact Janice Green, KB8Y DK or Gary Green, — 
K8WEN, 32210 Norris Rd., Tippecanoe, OH 44699, 
740/922-4454; tuscofest08@hotmail.com . 


» 


Tennessee 


Lakeway Amateur Radio Club Morristown | 
Hamfest will be held 05 Jan 2008 at the Smoky 
Mountains Expo Center, 1615 Pavilion Dr., White 
Pine, TN. Talk-in 147.030+. Contact Henry McClary, - 
AG4QG or June McClary, AI4SO; 423/487-0332; 
ladyinthemists@gmail.com; www.lakewayarc.org 


Texas 


San Antonio Radio Club 2008 Mépaieud Radio 
Fiesta will be held 12 Jan 2008 from 8 a.m. — 
2 p.m. at the Schertz Knights of Columbus Hall, 
509 Schertz 

Parkway, Schertz, TX 78154 (Northeast side of 
San Antonio). Admission $3 in advance or $4 at the 
door. Flea Market tables $7 each for advance registra- 
tion or $8 at the door. Dealer tables $12. Dealer set-up 
Friday 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. and Saturday morning 
6:30 a.m. Flea Market set-up Saturday morning 
6:30 a.m, For registration forms and additional 

Information, see our webpage at http://w5sc.org. 
Click on Amateur Radio Fiesta 2008, or contact J. C. 
Smith, NSRXS, P. O. Box 34263, San Antonio, TX 
78265-4263; 210/522-6167; n5rxs@satx.rr.com 


2) SPECIAL LN ENS 
us aa 


Straight Key 
Century Club 2nd Anniversary 
Straight Key Century Club (SKCC) will operate 
Special Event station K2A 0000Z 01 Jan — 2359Z 
31 Jan 2008 in celebration of our 2nd anniversary 
and over 3,500 members. Club membership is free. 


Brian Armstrong, KF4TFL 


Brian Armstrong died 04 Nov 2007 froma stroke 
suffered a few days earlier. Brian was a VE with 
the Triangle East Amateur Radio Association in 
Wendell, NC. He will be greatly missed by the team 
and all who knew him. His wife, Carolyn, KF4TFM, 
survives Brian. — Tom Lewis, W4SIS 


John Russell, WBORNW. 


John Russell died 23 Oct 2007, after losing his 
battle with cancer. John was a California Amateur 
Radio operator known for his work with repeater 
linking. An early adopter of 220 MHz, John operated 
his repeater from the top of Oat Mountain overlook- 
ing most of greater Los Angeles. He was one of the 
first Amateur Radio operators to install an IRLP 
node and Echolink operations. A broadcast engineer 
by profession, John served as Chief Engineer for 
several Los Angeles area television stations, includ- 
ing KLCS, KCAL, and KTLA. He was also active 


All 10-call areas will have SKCC operators using 
K2A. All SKCC operators will be using straight 
keys or bugs. SKCC encourages all stations to 
use mechanical keys to preserve the traditional 
way of sending Morse code. For QSL and club 
membership information, visit www.skccgroup. 
com or contact Don Kemp, NN8B; 330/222-1724; 
nn8&b@arrl.net 


in the Southern California Frequency Coordination 
Council, which handles broadcast related issues. 
— CGC, ARNewsline 


Paul Tibbets, Former K4ZVZ 


Paul Tibbets, 92, died 01 Nov 2007 in Columbus, 
OH from what news reports describe as a variety of 
health problems. Paul piloted the B-29 bomber Enola 
Gay that dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima 
near the end of WWII. Paul’s historic mission in the 
plane named for his mother marked the beginning 
of the end of WWII. Military experts report that 
it eliminated the need for what military planners 
feared would have been an extraordinarily bloody 
invasion of Japan. 

The plane and its crew of 14 dropped the five-ton 
bomb nicknamed “Little Boy” on the morning of 
06 Aug 1945. It is reported that the blast killed over 
80,000 people and leveled the city of Hiroshima. Paul 
never expressed regret over his role. He said it was 
his patriotic duty and the right thing to do. 


ashington County, 
Pennsylvania Sports Show 


Washington Amateur Communications will 
operate Special Event station WA3COM 1700Z 31 
Jan — 2200Z 03° Feb 2008 to celebrate the annual 
Washington County PA Sports Show. Operating fre- 
quencies around 14.250/7.260. QSL with SASE to Ed 
Oelschlager, N3ZNI, 60 Carl Ave. B-2, Eighty Four, 
PA 15330; 724/986-9271; n3zni@arrl.net 


_ Paul kept a low profile in Amateur Radio. Clyde 
L. Mings, AC4EY, commenting in the West Florida 
Herald Tribune online edition said that he worked for 
Paul for over a year on the B-47 jet bomber project, 
and that he later helped Paul set up his Amateur 
Radio station in his home at MacDill Air Force Base. 
Clyde said that he found Paul to be a perfectionist, 
but also a quiet, competent, and caring officer who 
knew war, having flew a B-17 combat tour and being 
wounded over Germany. Paul held the K4ZVZ call 
sign until 1998. Sources say he gave up the hobby 
when his hearing failed. 

His wife, Andrea, and three sons (Paul, Gene, 
and James) survive Paul, as well as a number of 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Fearing it 
would provide his detractors with a place to protest, 
he requested no funeral service or headstone. Instead, 
he was cremated and his ashes spread across the 
English Channel, a place that he said he loved to 
fly across. 

— Published news reports, ARNewsline 
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As a Service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those 
VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months in advance. For example, if your VE 
group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 
mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information 


examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name be telephone 
number of a person to contact for further information, Examinees should bring 
their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at 
least one should be a photo), and required fee. 


w/i=walk-in only 


p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/i OK 
; w/i pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 


p/r=pre-register only—no w/i 


City Date Contact " Notes 
Alabama 
Birmingham first Sun Ken Adkisson, wb4fay @wb4fay.com, www.w4cue.com 
Arizona 
Mesa third Mon Steve, KY7W, 480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net w/i 
Arkansas 
Harrison sec Sat Tom, KCSGNS, 870/743-1883, kcSgns@wholedamarea.com 
California 
Chula Vista . fourth Sat Tuck, NZ6T, nz6t@arrl.org 
Lake Isabella second Sat Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028 p/r or wii 
Loma Linda . 1/17/08 Samuel C Eller, 
909/796-2996, ad6ue@arrl.net wii 
Long Beach third Sat Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 p/r 
Manteca/Tracy _ fourth Sat David, N5FDL, 209/835-6893, n5dfi@arrl.net p/r 
Redwood City 1/19/08 Al, WB6IMX, WB6IMX @worldnet.att.net = w/i 
Sacramento Hotline!’ 916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org ‘ 
Santa Rosa Hotline! Hotline — Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i OK 
Sebastopol Hotline! Recording, 707/579-9608 
Sunnyvale 1/12/08 Godron, W6NW, sv@amateur-radio.org, 
www.amateur-radio.org wii 
Florida 2 
Melbourne first Sat John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/412-2779 — w/i ok 
North Port Call!! Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref. 
St. Pete Call!! Mark, NP3R 727/528-0071 wii pref. 
St. Petersburg Call!! Connie, K4TBZ, 
727/541-2491, radcfd@aol.com wii pref. 
Hawaii : 
Oahu TBD Call Lee, KH6BZEF, 808/247-0587, | 
808/551-3494 leewical @aol.com p/r 
Illinois : 
Bolingbrook third Sat Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 w/i OK 
Burr, Ridge Anyday! Argonne Amateur Radio Club, W9DS, 
630/986-0061 p/r 
Oak Forest 1/12/08 Tim Pechtold, AA9BV, 
708/687-5057, aa9bv @amsat.org p/r pref. 
Roselle second Tues Sam Baribeau, W9SFB, 
: 630/894-0708, w9sfb@aol.com pir 
Indiana 
South Bend third Mon — Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883 p/r 
lowa 
Des Moines 1/20/08 Dan Miller, KC@FRL, home 515/285-7981, 
P cell 515/491-0186, kcOfrl @arrl.net w/i OK 
Vinton 1/24/08 Al Hammond, 
kOhwe@inav.net, 319/446-7570 p/r pref. 
Vinton third Thurs Ken, NOEGV 319/223-5739 p/r pref. 
Kansas 
Salina second Wed Sid Ashen-Brenner, NOOBM, 
n0obm @arrl.net, 785/823-6560 w/i or p/r 


City Date Contact Notes 
Massachusettes 
Brookline second Mon Dick Doherty, KA1TUZ, 617/527-2968, 
kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org w/i OK 
Chelmsford second Wed Bruce, wllus@att.net wii 
Minnesota 
Apple Valley second Thurs Jim, NOOA, 612/384-7709, NOOA@arrl.net _ p/r pref. 
Mississippi 
Harrison County first Sat Don, WS5DJW, 
228/868-5670, donw5djw @bellsouth.net w/i OK 


New Jersey 


Westfield first Tues Gerry Miller, AA2ZJ@Juno.com or www. W2LI.org 
Ohio 
Cincinnati first Sat Dale, KC8HJL, 513/769-0789 p/r pref. 
Oregon : 
Astoria Call!! AA7OA, 503/338-3333 p/r 
Bend Wedensdays Joe, K7SQ, 541/385-3152 p/r 
Lincoln City first Sat Carl, w7li@arrl.net, 503/965-7575 w/i OK 
McMinnville Call!! Mike, W7M5, 503/843-4042 p/r 
McMinnville Call!! Mike, AB7BR, 503/857-0468 wii OK 
Sisters Call!! Dave, N7TYO 541/549-7831 p/r 
Tigard Call!! John, KS@F, 503/626-7399 p/t 
Pennsylvania 
Erie second Sat _—_- Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
www.wattsburg-wireless.us, 
wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us p/r pref. 
Erie third Sat Wayne, WA3HJC, 
814/739-2094, wa3hjc@yahoo.com p/r 
Puerto Rico 
San Juan last Sat Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl @prarl.org wii 
South Carolina 
Charleston third Wed Robert Johnson, 
ae4rj @amsat.org, www.qsl.net/wa4usn wii 
Goose Creek 1/16/08 Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843-761-7637, 
ae4rj@amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org p/r 
Virginia 
Alexandria second Sat . John, WZ4A, wz4a@arrl.net, 703/971-3905 — w/i 
Washington 
Vancouver Hotline! CCARC, 360/254-0608, www.w7aia.org w/i OK 
Wisconsin 
Madison first Sat Carolyn, NQ9A, 608/246-0225, nq9a@arrl.net w/i 
Tomahawk last Sat Terry, KB9AUP, 
715/453-4633, dcollins@newnorth.net w/i OK 
Sheboygan Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, k9xj@arrl.net or 
1/19/08 Mike Gottsacker, KD9TZ, 920/565-2672, 


mgottsac@excel.net 


CALL NOW! 
$77-472-8643 


(Toll-Free) Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. Pacific 


Subscribe to WorldRadio 


Get Ham Radio news every month. 


Visit us on the web at: wwW.wr6wr.com 


p/r pref. 
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Inférmation in “New Products” is supplied by the manufacturers to acquaint WorldRadio readers with new products on the market. 


MFJ-653 HamProAudio™ Speech Articulator™ 


~~ The MFJ-653 greatly improves transmit speech 
intelligibility for super punch. Based on extensive 
speech research, the MFJ-653 uses optimized 
frequency shaping to concentrate the energy in 
the band of frequencies where speech intelligibil- 
ity is concentrated. It also removes powerful low 
frequencies that overwhelm the important high 
frequencies that carry intelligibility. 

You can boost the highly intelligible band of 
frequencies centered around 2 kHz by up to 16 dB 
and gently remove the powerful low frequencies 
that have little intelligence. The high-pass filters 
cutoffs are 1.1 kHz and 500 Hz. 

Using an SSM-2166 broadcast industry speech 
compression IC, the MFJ-653 syllabic compres- 
sor with its adjustable 15 to 1 compression ratio 
can nearly double your RF output power with 
low distortion. 

A highly effective noise gate (downward 
expansion) with front panel level and delay con- 
trols smoothly removes ‘annoying background 
noise picked up during speech pauses. 


Y 

The results are that you will be heard and 
understood. Powerful, highly intelligible speech 
gives you a commanding presence that slices 
through DX clutter. . 

You can use any transceiver and with its 
UniversalMic™ Interface, you can use almost 
any microphone (high/low impedance, dynamic 
and electret) with the MFJ-653, regardless of 
whether or not the microphone was designed for 
your particular transceiver. : 

Microphone input jacks include a RJ45 
modular, an 8-pin round and MF3J’s exclusive 
programmable 3.5-mm. MFJ’s programmable 
3.5 mm jack lets you use Heil series, MFJ-393 


Boom-Mic Headphones, or even an inexpensive " 


computer boom-mic headset and provides phan- 
tom voltage when needed. ; 

An adjustable preamplifier lets you even use 
low-level output microphones. 

Compact size — 5 W x 1-3/4 H x 4-3/4 D 
inches. Takes little room on your desk and small 
enough to use mobile where you really need 


it. Output cables to connect transceivers with 
8-pin round or 8-pin modular microphone con- 
nectors are included. Use 12 VDC or 110 VAC ~ 
with optional MFJ-1312D, $15.95 power supply. 
MFJ-653, $149.95. 

All MFJ products come with MFJ’s famous No 
Matter What™ one year limited warranty. MFJ » 
will repair or replace (at our option) your MFJ 
product no matter what for one complete year. 
Customers must retain dated proof of purchase. 

To order, receive a free MFJ 2008 catalog, or 
for your nearest dealer, call 800/647-1800 or write 
to MFJ, 300 Industrial Park Road, Starkville, MS 
39759 or go online to www.mfjenterprises.com 
or fax to 662/323-6551. 


on & 
PAS - Mobite Microphone Control Center 


MFJ-643 Single Operator/Two Radio Switch (SO2R) 


Have you got two radios, but only one keyer, 
one headphone set, one paddle and other 
accessories? MFJ will unclutter your operating 
position and save you money. You only need 
one microphone, keyer, soundcard interface, 
iambic paddle, etc. 

MFJ-643 lets you operate two radios with 
the following accessories: Desktop and headset 


ALUN KIT 


1:1 Current Balun Kits. Beads slip over the 
cable, shrink tubing holds them in place. Full 
legal power. 3.5-1000 MHz. Use two for 160M. 
BA-8 fits 1/2" COAX... $16.50 

BA-58 fits 1/4" COAX... $8.50 

St +58 S&H (for total order) Taxin Calif, SS 


@ PALOMAR’ 


BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 


TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
email: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


Microphones, keyers/keys/paddles, sound- 
card interfaces, modems, etc. The MFJ-643 
is designed for easy use. Just set the internal 


the best of BEASLEY 
by Bob Beasley, K6BJH 


A look at Amateur Radio’s 
light side — whimsical cartoons 
from the pen of Bob Beasley. 
Great gift idea, too! 


$8.00 plus $3.00 S&H. 
CA residents please add $.62 tax. 


WorldRadio Books 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818 


- 
jumpers for the MFJ-393 Professional Boom- 
Mic Headphones, Heil series headphones, a 
computer boom-mic or computer boom-mic. 
headset. . 

You get instant LED visual indication of the 
transmit audio path so you know which radio 
your audio is being sent to. On receive, you can 
instantly choose hetween Mix, Radio 1, Stereo 
or Radio 2, depending on how you want the 
audio presented to your headphones. 

The input source connector is a 3.5mm stereo 
jack. Your input source can be a dynamic or 
electret mic (low or: high impedance), stereo or 
monaural receiver audio, sound card or modem, 
or key or keyer. 

You have a choice of PTT: functions: Use 
your microphone’s PTT switch, a foot or, hand 
switch or the convenient PTT switch located on 
front of the MFJ. 

There are also additional inputs, dual out- 
puts for your keyer, and two lines to switch an 
antenna between your radios, key an amplifier, 
or anything else you want to use them for. Use 
12 VDC or 110 VAC with optional MFJ-1312D, 
$15.95 power supply. Compact 7-1/4 W x 2-3/4 
H x 5-1/2 D inches. MFJ0-643, $139.95. 

All MFJ products come with MFJ’s famous 
No Matter What™ one year limited warranty. 
MFJ will repair or replace (at our option) your 
MFJ product no matter what for one complete 
year. Customers must retain dated proof of 
purchase. 

To order, receive a free MFJ 2008 catalog, 
or for your nearest dealer, call 800/647-1800 
or write to MFJ, 300 Industrial Park Road, 
Starkville, MS 39759 or go online ‘to www. 
mfjenterprises.com or fax to 662/323-6551. 
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_ MFJ-644 HamProAudio™ 
_ Universal SO2R Switch 


‘ This enhanced version of the MFJ-643 inter. 


faces with virtually any mic connector. MFJ-644 
is similar to the MFJ-643, but is enhanced 
with the UniversalMic™ Interface. This MFJ 
- exclusive lets you use any mic with any radio. 
Internal jumpers configure any microphone to 
any radio. 

_ MFJ-644 also gives you three additional input 
sources: An 8-pin modular (RJ-45) input jack, an 
8 pin round input jack, and MFJ’s own input 3.5 
mm jack. The 3.5 mm jack allows the user to 
choose audio and PTT functions from the Heil 
series of Boom-Mic Headsets and also provides 
phantom voltage on the tip for the MFJ-393 
Boom-Mic Headphones or on the ring for a com- 
puter boom-mic or computer boom-mic headset. 
Compact 7-1/4 W x 2-3/4 H x 5-1/2 D inches. 
MFJ-644, $159.95. 

All MFJ products come with MFJ’s famous No 
Matter What™ one year limited warranty. MFJ 
will repair or replace (at our option) your MFJ 
product no matter what for one complete year. 
Customers must retain dated proof of purchase. 

To order, receive a free MFJ 2008 catalog, or 
for your nearest dealer, call 800/647-1800 or write 
to MFJ, 300 Industrial Park Road, Starkville, MS 
39759 or go online to www.mfjenterprises.com 
or fax to 662/323-6551. 
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North America 10 GHz Band Distance Record Set 


& 

| Dike the ARRL 10 GHz and Up 

contest during the weekend of 18-29 
Aug 2007, Frank Kelly, WB6CWN, oper- 
ating as 4C2WH in Puerto San Carlos, 
Mexico (DL34wt) worked AD6FP in cen- 
tral California, in Grid Square CM96wa, 
a distance of 1,460km (907.2mi). This 
appears to be a new North America 
distance record for two-way 10 GHz 
Amateur Radio communications. 

In fact, the North America X-Band 
record was broken five times during the 
contest weekend, first by Steve Miller, 
W6QIW, in DM@4am at 1,315km 
or 817 miles on 18 Aug at approxi- 
mately 09:36 local time. A few minutes 
later, Chip Angle, N6CA, and Wayne 
Yoshida, KH6WZ, worked Frank from 
CM94xm (1,320km/820 mi.), then 
CM95qi (1,426km/886 mi.), and again 
from DM@S5ax (1,448km/899 mi.). 
Finally, on 19 Aug at 08:45, Gary Laut- 
erbach, AD6FP, completed a contact with 
Kelly from CM96wa, a record-breaking 
distance of 1460km (907.2m1.). 

4C2WH (WB6CWN) was able to 
copy the N6CA 10 GHz beacon, located 
on Frazier Mountain (DM@4MS) from 
DL34wt at 1,286km, a new DX record 
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for 10 GHz beacon DX. 

Kelly made 53 10 GHz contacts from 
DL34wt on the first weekend. The average 
contact distance for all 53 contacts was 
1,178km, and the accumulated score on 
just two log pages is over 65,000 points. 

Frank Kelly, WB6CWN/4C2WH said, 
“Thanks to everyone who supported 
this effort by roving through the Grid 
Squares. This trip would not have been 
possible without the help and friend- 
ship of our Amateur Radio friends in 
Mexico, especially Bernardo Gonzalez, 
XE2HWB, president of the Baja Sur 
Radio Club, Antonio Garza, XE2ZHWH, 
and Dr. Carlos Levy, XELYK, president 
of the Federacion Mexicana de Radio 
Experimentadores (FMRE), Mexico’s 
equivalent of the ARRL in the USA.” 

San Carlos sits at the tip of a western 
bulge in the Baja Peninsula and has been 
visited by Amateur Radio operators 
before, including Jack Henry, N6XQ, 
and Chip Angle, N6CA, who reported 
the reception of both two- meter amateur 
and commercial FM stations during their 
visits there in the mid-1990s. 

— San Bernardino Microwave Society, 

ARNewsline 
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Buy - Trade - Sell 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include an address on all ads so prospective clients can contact 
you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: (VS, MC,AmEx) - 
Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signature. 


WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC- 
TIONS. Collector looking for U.S. and DX 
cards for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird 
Terrace, Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: tplirs@ 


patmedia.net. 1207-0508 


CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 
RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802 to get data sheet. FOO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 0108 


BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 
400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. DX- 
ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box 
1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; w4het@aol. 
com. FOO 


SUCCESSFUL QSLing! Use foreign airmail 
postage, European nesting airmail envelopes. 
Monthly specials! PLUM DX, 12 Glenn Rd., 
Flemington, NJ 08822. e-mail: plumdx@msn. 
com. 807-108 


FOR SALE: REPEATERS, HARDLINE, 
GOOD STUFF. See our website: www. 
GNARC.org. Greater Norwalk Amateur Radio 
Club 0108-0109 


CHEAP QSLS. Quality QSL cards at afford- 
able prices. Example single side printing black 
ink $9.99 per 100 + shipping. Free e-mailed 
proof of your card before we print. Super 
fast delivery, most orders shipped within five 
days of your order. We don’t want all the QSL 
business, just yours! www.cheapqsls.com, 
1273 Green Haven Dr., Oakdale, CA., 95361; 
209/847-6744. 807-108 


FOR SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST!/73 
magazines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. 
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802. FOO 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980 
MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro- 
computer journals, newsletters and advertising 
literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 
24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. 108-209 


LOOKING GREAT ON THE WALL behind 
your equipment. SHERYL WYATT, P.O. Box 
84, Tyler, MN. 56178; www.hamradioprints. 
com. 807-808 


Subscribe to 


WearldRadio 


See page 9. 


HAM RADIO QSL CARDS PRINTED, 
$20/500, ppd. Foreign, write for rate. Free 
sample. BOWMAN PRINTING, 743 Harvard, 
St. Louis, MO 63130-3135. 1207-308 


COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RADIO 
NETWORKS BOOK, Description and free 
excerpt available at www.k3ss.us or email 
hugh@k3ss.us. K3SS, 13891 Chelmsford 
Dr. Apt. 303, Gainesville, VA 20155-3132; 
703/743-1861. 0108 


LINEARCNC.COM: Add the power of com- 
puting to your Dream! Build Your own CNC 
router. Make circuit boards. Cuts brass, wood, 
plastic. Stepper motors, linear stepper drive 
kits, radio separation kits, DDRR antenna 
4-magnet mounts, etc. N3GUC@yahoo.com; 
412/537-2439, 108 W. Sutter Rd., Glenshaw, PA 
15116. 0108 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiy- 
ing, military obsolete...all types. Large inven- 
tory. Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTRONICS, 
P.O. Box 822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 
360/896-8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476; 
e-mail: daily@worldaccessnet.com; website: 
www.dailyelectronics.net. 807-808 


SMART BATTERY CHARGERS: SA model 
for larger deep cycle down to 1/4A model 
for smaller QRP lead acid batteries, www.a- 
aengineering.com. A & A ENGINEERING, 
2521 W. LaPalma, Unit K, Anaheim, CA 92801; 
714/952-2114. 906-208 
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ALS Il, by Kurt N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 
urt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 
west SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 
$3.00 s/h ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax. 

° SIX METERS, A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 3rd Edition, by Ken Neubeck, 

_ WB2AMU 
es, love by the author, the book provides comprehensive information on Six Meter equip- 

sent and modes. A little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 

sxplanations for the causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 + $3.00 shipping 
and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $1.01 tax. 

° THE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle, WBSIIR 
First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 
information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book 
is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with a 
section on 160M. Softcover, 8.5"x11", 96 pp., index; $12.00 + $3.00 s/h. CA residents add $.93 
tax. : \ 

* INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, WONAZ 
Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that itis. A collection 
of short stories and anecdotes detailing courageaus rescues, hilarious situations and heart- 
warming tales, as told by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of someone 

- who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham shack 
coffee table. 93 pp. $9.00 + $3.00 shippingand handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) 
CA residents add $.70 tax. 


* WorldRadio ’99 CD 
Contains all 1999 WorldR 


io issues plus the following 
digitized books — “Aerials,’ “Aerials II,” “Aerials III,” 
and an interview with Kurt N, Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 
ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


Saas] *WorldRadio’00CD | 
NoridRadio | Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 


digitized books — “40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,” 
“Everything You Forgot toask About HF Mobileering,” 
“The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.” MAC 


$1.93 tax. 


¢ WorldRadio ’01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following 
digitized books — “When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,”“Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 
PC compatible. $24.95 +$2.00 S&H. 

CA residents, $1.93 tax. 
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¢ WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for Amateur Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, 
KG6LF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 
Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for'survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 


¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, K6BJH 


“Oh, to see ourselves as others see us...” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 
very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00 +$3.00 shipping and handling. 


($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 


* MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 


This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of Emergency Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
CA residents add $.62 tax. 
* CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 


_millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 


This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 


select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


‘& PC compatible. $24.95+ $2.00 S&H. CA residents, Ea 


Account Number, Expiration Date 
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Pi Be card 


S&H charges: $3.00 for the first book to an address, & 


$1.00)book for additional books. $6.00 mug, $2.00 CD, $3.00 Video. 


Signature 


¢ What does the fash- 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! It comes witha 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


s 


* THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 
K9EID. This video, pre- 
sented in Bob’s own inim- 
itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 
microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 
$3.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 

VHS only 


Would you like speedy, personal attention? 
Call WorldRadio — 916/457-3655 _ 


eocccceceooese Send your order to eeeeeeeeeccecs 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 « Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
Charge my credit card: 


OVISA OMasterCard 


Name & call (please print) 


Address 


City/State/ZIP 


CiAmerican Express 


¢ Guaranteed to make your 
beverage taste better! 
WorldRadio MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-o0z. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$8.00+$6.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


¢ Kurt N. Sterba Cap 

Impress your friends with 
your sparkling white Kurt 
N. Sterba cap. Adorned on 
the front with an antenna 
array pattern, this adjust- 
able-band cap now sells 
for the reasonable price 
of $7.00 + $2.00 S&H. CA 
residents please add $.54 
for Arnold’s trust fund. 


Devou Have Leon Faber’s QSL? . ooo 


0 you happen to have a QSL card 
D from the late Leon Faber? During 
his lifetime, Faber held the call signs 

“W9DAX, W9EH, and W7EH. If you can 
part with it, please send it to Dick Ross, 
K2MGA, at CQ Magazine. He will make 
sure that it’s turned over to someorie who 
never met Leon Faber, but has a definite 
connection to the man, his 7-year-old 
grandson, Bryce. : 

Bryce is a terrific young guy who is 
in a fight for his life. He’s got a rare 
and aggressive form of cancer that he’s 
been fighting for a good part of his 
seven years. ‘ 

Bryce’s grandfather died before Bryce 
had the chance to meet him. All he knows 


about his grandfather is what he’s heard’ 


from his father, Barton (Leon’s son). 


(USPS 947000) 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818-9490 


POSTMASTER: Send this 
page (NOT A COPY — 
THAT’S WASTEFUL!) with 
changes of address to above. 
(Please include mailing label 


Barton asked if there was any way we _ 
_ could come up with one of Lee’s old QSLs | 
from his long Amateur Radio careeiaan | 


We feel that we have been given a rare 
opportunity to connect this courageous 
young boy with his Silent Key grand- 
father through the magic of Amateur 
Radio. Somewhere out there among our 


| readers, hopefully, there is someone who 


has at least one of Lee’s QSLs that we - 
can send to Bryce. 
_ So how can you help? Please look 


| through your old QSL collection to see if 


you have a card from Leon Faber under 
any of the three calls that he held during 
his lifetime. Again, those call] signs Were 
W9DAX, W9EH, and W7EH. 

Maybe it’s not on your wall. Maybe 
it’s in with all those others you have in 
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PASO ROBLES CA 93446-3610 — 


Bryce Faber. Read ab 


and the search for a way 
to his long-deceased|g he: 
Dick Ross’ article, “A § oebox Se 
Mission,” beginning or page 30 of the 


November issue of COk 
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